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Literary Day a great success
Conor Brennan
Roddy Doyle, Paul Howard and Julia Kelly
were among the prestigious writers to visit
DCU for Literary Day. The event took place
on Tuesday 29th July.

The idea of the event is to break up
the monotony of the CTYI classes with a few
hours that, while relevant and educational,
are fun and interesting for the students
involved.

The group of guests consisted of
seven acclaimed writers.

The event kicked off with an infor-
mal lunch. Attending were the writers them-
selves, several elite members of the CTYI
work force and 40-odd students. The lunch
was a casual, relaxed icebreaker to begin the
day.

As the diners finished, the group
began to filter back to the Terrence Larkin
Lecture Theatre. There all of the students
were treated to short readings from books,
columns or poems by the guest writers. The
atmosphere in the hall ranged from one of
hushed intensity to one of relaxed hilarity as
the extremely contrasting readings captured
students’ imaginations.

When the readings ended, the stu-
dents were given the opportunity to interview
the guests in an intensive question and

answer session. Questions from each class
were carefully prepared and reviewed, and
we managed to glean some rather interesting
answers from our guests, who openly dis-
cussed their techniques, habits and daily life
with us.

Originally, smaller speaking ses-
sions had been planned, in which each writer
was to take around two classes and speak and
read at more length with them. But as the day
wore on it became clear that this would not
be possible, due to time restrictions.
However, a number of students did get the
opportunity for in-depth interviews with their
chosen writers, and autographs were readily
supplied to anyone who asked for them.

Roddy Doyle, who lives and works
in Dublin, is the author of eight novels and
one book of short stories. He won the Booker
Prize for his novel Paddy Clarke Ha Ha Ha
and more recently the Listowel Writer’s Prize
for Paula Spenser. He is the author of four
children’s books, five plays and four screen-
plays.

Paul Howard is a journalist and an
author, and created cult character Ross O’
Carroll-Kelly. He worked for sixteen years at
the Sunday Tribune, and was named Sports
Journalist Of The Year in 1998. He has since
written thirteen best-selling books and one
award-winning play. Paul won the Irish Book

Award For Popular Fiction in 2007 and was
shortlisted for the same award in 2008.

Ruth Gilligan, a former CTYI stu-
dent, published her first book in 2006 and
became the youngest person ever to top the
Irish bestseller charts. She has since written a
second novel which enjoyed chart success
and starred in Irish soap Fair City. She has
had a weekly column in the Irish Independent
magazine for the past year.

Julia Kelly is from Co. Wicklow,
and recently published her debut novel, With
My Lazy Eye. The book won the Newcomer
Of The Year award at the Irish Book Awards.

Tom Humphries is a widely-known
sportswriter who has a column in the Irish
Times. He is also the acclaimed author of
several books, mainly on the topic of sport.

Eunan O’ Halpin, a former DCU
professor, is the current Professor of
Contemporary Irish History in Trinity
College. His most recent book is Spying On
Ireland but he is working on several other
projects.

Claire Hennessy, who teaches Novel
Writing right here at CTYI, wrote her first
book at age twelve and is still having her
work published. She also teaches creative
writing classes at the Irish Writer’s centre.

The day was a great success for CTYI
and fun was had by all.



Farmleigh trip
for students
Ben Chapman &
Daniel Tatlow-Devally

Where is the CTYI
site office?
The CTYI Site Office is now located
beside the canteen. Administration staff
stay there all year round, as it is signifi-
cantly bigger than their former offices in
the Henry Grattan building (CAG).

There was confusion amongst
CTYI students this year as many RA's
neglected to tell their RA groups that the
Site Office had moved. This was quickly
solved when the disco happened and a lot
of people started walking by the site
office every day.

Ben Chapman

Session 2 students were amazed when,
instead of being let loose in the Botanic
Gardens they were given free range of
Farmleigh in the Pheonix Park.

The American Pie talked to
Colm O'Reilly and asked why we had
changed from the Botanical Gardens to
Farmleigh. He replied 'There was some-
thing attractive on in Farmleigh. We had
never been before so we decided to vary
it a little.'

He also explained that problems
with the Botanic Gardens were the
weather, and that it was 'hard to get the
one hundred students from A to B.' Also,
some locations would say 'We love
CTYI students but we cannot have more
than fifty.' 

When asking a CTYI student
about Farmleigh, they said 'The weather

was excellent, the people were nice and
the farmer's market had wonderful food.
It had fudge, apple juice and cooked
food." He enjoyed the open spaces for
lying down.

Colm O’Reilly, Director of CTYI

“Some locations would say
‘We love CTYI students but
we cannot have more than
fifty”

On Saturday, students go to
Santry (first Saturday of the session) or
Blanchardstown (second Saturday).
'Blanchardstown is farther away, but all
the students are in one building,' said
Colm, adding 'We used to go into
[Dublin] town, but now we have many
more students, and town can be a little
daunting for anyone who hasn't been
there before.'
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Interview with the President

Richard Power and Ros Ni
Shuilleabhain with DCU President
Ferdinand von Prondzynski

A former Trinity and Cambridge student,
von Prondzynski did not always want to
work in education. 'I originally wanted to
be a barrister; I actually worked on the
Barr.' However, the life of academics
appealed and after years of experience he
became President of DCU in 2000.

In a nutshell, he described a typ-
ical day as President as 'lots of meetings,'
with up to 6 everyday. He also gets invit-
ed to government events. 'I don't go to all
of them, though,' he smiled.

When asked how he felt DCU
compared to other Irish universities, he
said 'There are a number of different per-
spectives in which to answer that ques-
tion. We are the number four university in
Ireland out of seven; we rose to number
two in the league tables and entered the
top 300 world universities last year.' He
stressed that DCU was different to other
Irish universities as it is more vocational
with emphasis on work placements, has
strong industry links and is research
intensive.

DCU is well known for technol-

Professor Ferdinand von Prondzynski, President of
DCU, spoke last week with Richard Power and Ros
Ni Shuilleabhain about his views from CTYI to why
university fees should be re-introduced.

ogy and science subjects, and when asked
if it would move further into humanities,
von Prondzynski replied 'We're already
very strong in humanity and social sci-
ences,' adding, 'On the other hand, our
major research programmes are in sci-
ence and technology, and that's not going
to change.'

Discussing his future plans for
DCU, he spoke about expansion. 'It won't
be easy,' he said, as the campus is already
full. He aims to 'continue developing
links overseas,' before adding 'Overall, I
want it to be recognised that DCU is the
top research university in Ireland.'

He spoke about CTYI, saying
'It's an important part of what we do; it
gives wide access,' adding it 'gets people
at school age into the university campus.'
He feels CTYI is 'a very good pro-
gramme' with 'a good quality of interac-

“I want it to be recognised
that DCU is the top research
university in Ireland”

tion between students and teachers.' And
what subject would he choose to study if
he was a student at CTYI? 'Probably
Astronomy.'

He feels that former Minister for
Education Mary Hanafin's visits to CTYI
were 'useful' as previously 'the govern-
ment didn't know what we were doing.'
He believes CTYI has had 'a good run of
media exposure' and is 'well represented.'

When asked about his views on
current Minister for Education Batt O'
Keefe he said it was 'too early to say.' He
spoke about what he would do if he was
Minister, adamant that 'much more
resources need to be put into pre-primary
education. This country does not do
enough,' adding 'Every euro you put into
pre-primary education pays back €7 later
on.' He felt there are not enough resources
at third-level, stating 'We are not a 3rd-
world country, we're the 4th-richest coun-
try in the world,' but that the problem can-
not be solved by the government alone.
'We need to re-introduce university fees.' 

Elaborating, he felt strongly
about the issue. 'We cannot compete with
foreign universities unless fees are re-
introduced,' he said.

Overall the President gave some
interesting and outspoken views on topi-
cal issues.



A star called Roddy

The renowned Roddy Doyle first broke
into the literary circle with his novel,
"The Commitments" in 1987 which
received much critical acclaim and was
later adapted into a film in 1991. Since
then he has written eight novels, five
plays, four screenplays, four children's
books and numerous short stories.

However, despite his obvious
skill and fame he remains a very modest
and private person. While he does not
openly rebuke the media it is clear that
he would prefer not to have to deal with
them and just write his novels. This he
showed about five years ago when he
refused to engage in publicity for any-
more of his books, a decision he could
never have believed would have such a
strong effect on his book sales. In fact,
during the release of his latest novel he
was asked by many people whether he
had quit writing, something which clear-
ly shocked him.

Yet despite this, he still main-
tains that it was the right decision for
him. He felt that he had established his
name already and therefore could take a
break from the craziness of publicity.
According to him it is one of the main
pitfalls of young authors - not knowing
when to say no to demanding publishers

who expect you to jump to their insane
schedules. When describing a typical
day of publicity he tells me that he finds
himself doing so many interviews that
he ends up repeating himself word for
word after a while. Nevertheless, he is
contemplating accepting publicity for the

sequel to "A Star Called Henry" which
he is currently working on and as of yet
remains nameless.

When asked whether he felt
pressure to maintain his high standard of
writing he replied that he was not con-
cerned by book sales but he did feel a
strong degree of personal pressure as he
was constantly trying to out-do himself.
He believes that the many awards he has
received do not really mean anything but
are a lovely compliment and definitely
widen your market. In fact after he got
his first award his books which had then
only been in English were translated to
over 30 languages and were sold world-
wide.

With this point he also wished
to make clear that he did not write his
books for any particular target audience
but rather "anyone who wishes to read
them". He told us that while many peo-
ple wish to confine him into one catego-
ry he is not willing to go along with this.
He is also strongly against the on-going
debate as to whether or not age-limits

Roddy Doyle gives The American Pie’s Lisa O’Malley
and Andrew Duane a rare media interview

“After he got his first award
his books, which had then
only been in English, were
translated to over 30
languages”



should be placed on books saying
"Books are for whoever reads and enjoys
them; it is not fair to tell someone they
are the wrong age they could be much
more mature or immature than their
peers and therefore feel differently about
them than some publisher may believe."

In the same way he feels read-
ers should not confine themselves to an
age limit he believes authors should not
just be content to stick to one style of
writing. As he evolved as a writer the
themes for his novels changed from
humorous topics to more serious issues
(like "The Woman Who Walked into
Doors" which deals with abuse) and
according to him the plots are becoming
much less linear also. He also says that it
was not a conscious choice to switch
from humour he just found himself look-
ing at things from a different perspective
as he got older.

At the same time however, he
makes a point of mixing humour with
brutality and creating a sense of tender-
ness and beauty in even the roughest of
scenes. According to him editing plays a
major part in creating this but it mainly
comes on his own personal way of look-
ing of the world which is then reflected
in his writing. He finds that conflicting
emotions are present regardless of what
is happening and everyone will come
away from the exact same event with an
entirely different perspective. He there-
fore feels justified in defending criti-

cisms of his more controversial works as
"you can never please everyone and if
you try to you will end up pleasing
nobody".

When asked about his daily
working schedule, he tries to follow
office hours and usually works a five-
day week. While he is capable of writing
anywhere he prefers to write in his own
office which is up in his attic and feels
that listening to music inspires him. He

“He is strongly against the
on-going debate as to
whether or not age-limits
should be placed on books”

also prefers not to plan out his books but
instead "let the journey take him wher-
ever it may".

Of course, as with all writers
and particularly because of his style he
often encounters 'writers block' however
his advice in dealing with this is simple-
"work through it even if you think you
are writing absolute crap you will even-
tually find yourself back on the right
track".



Paul Howard Interview

So we loyke rushed into the business
school, not expecting to get to, loyke
ohmygawd, talk to Paul Howard, the goy
behind the cult character Ross O'Carroll
Kelly and former sports journalist for the
Sunday Tribune (but he loyke totally left
that rag and loyke joined the Irish
Times) as loyke all the authors were
loyke already totally delayed by half a
focking hour (Totally morto, roysh?).
Anyway loyke we approached him and
he suggested we sit down to get the
goss.  

We started by asking if he had
ever been confronted due to his portrayal
of North and Southsiders. He replied "I
think that the portrayal I have painted is
quite affectionate" and went on to
explain how even though northsiders are
slagged off in the book, they realize that
the joke is not on them and when The
Last Days of the Celtic Tiger was play-

ing in the Olimpia, the northsiders
showed up in force.  

To show his point, Paul told us
that "This year, I was asked by
Blackrock College to give the peptalk
for the Junior Cup, and I said to the
headmaster, 'Do they not realize? Do
they not get the irony?' and he said 'They
realize, but they still find it funny". This
is the way that he thinks most people see
it. They realize that the joke is on them,
but they still find it funny.  

Knowing Paul's experience as a
sports journalist, we decided to keep to
the sports topics and ask him about his
coverage of the Olympic Games while
reporting for the Tribune. Having gone
to two of them, he says that he was over-
whelmed by the whole experience. "You
are enclosed in a private little world"
and said that the feeling that you are in a
purpose built city kept getting to him.

He recounted trying to find the city on a
return trip to Sydney, but it was leveled
to the ground. However, increasingly he
found himself writing about performance
enhancing drugs and compounds, and
considered doing a degree in chemistry
to be able to report on these new drugs.  

Knowing that Paul had written
a book named The Joy, a true account of
life inside MountJoy jail, we asked him
what he thought of prison conditions.
Pointing out that he had written Joy a
long time ago, and didn't really keep up
on the news, he was appalled at the con-
ditions at the time. "Six people sharing a
cell, shitting and pissing in a pot in the
corner, and they have to bring it to the
toilet in the morning ".  

However, he pointed out that
MountJoy is being replaced in three
years time. "This won't change anything.
If you put all those people, the degener-
ates of society into a prison, they will act
in the exactly the same way as they did
when they were outside".  

We asked him why he chose to

The American Pie met Ross O’Carroll Kelly’s
alter-ego at CTYI Literary Day



write under the pseudonym Ross
O'Carroll Kelly, he said that he wanted
to separate this newspaper column from
his normal sports journalism. For three
years, nobody had any idea who wrote
the articles, and for a while, people
thought that it was Brian O'Driscoll. "It
was more fun this way".  

Seeing Andrew motioning to
wrap up the interview, we thanked Paul
for his time. He dismissed Andrew's well
meaning thoughts, and insisted that we
asked more questions. After much paper
shuffling, we asked if he thought his
Ross O'Carroll Kelly books affect how
people think and act. Without hesitation
he said that he was sure that they did.
"My books were never designed for
young people. They are pitched for peo-
ple aged 18-25. Maybe there should be a
parental guidance sticker on them".
When he sees 12 year olds coming to his

signing, he always makes a point of
telling their parents that they should
really not be reading this. He tells of an
incident where youths drove through

Tallaght throwing five euro notes out of
the window at people and shouting
"Affluence!"  

"I don't like hearing about
things like this, but I don't think that
there is anything I can do. I took the
Jocks, people who used to be on the
edge, on the fringe, and I think I legit-
imized them. I pulled them centerstage
and shined a spotlight at them. They

“Since Ross would have
gone to Irish College, he
would not be completely
against the idea of learning
during the summer”

think that they are 'it' now."  
Knowing his character's view

on geeks, we asked what he thought
Ross's view of us nerds here in CTYI
would be. He replied "Jesus what are
you doing here for your summer?". He
went on to explain that since Ross would
have gone to Irish College, he would not
be completely against the idea of learn-
ing during the summer, however Paul
thinks that the only reason Ross would
come would be to teach the girls to
french kiss properly, as that was he
entire reason for going to the gaeltacht.
He doubts that Ross would find himself
here, so far away from the Southside.  

Written by two, loyke ohmygawd totally
focking amazing wroiters, Cian 'The
Stud' Mac Mahon and Áine
Kavanagh (Who is loyke, totally a bog-
ger, but loyke, an allroysh one.) 

Professor Eunan
O’Halpin meets the
American Pie
Eunan O’Halpin, Professor of Contemporary Irish
History at Trinity College Dublin and a former member
of staff at DCU, spoke to Emmet Faherty and Ros Ni
Shuilleabhain as he returned for CTYI Literary Day
Eunan O'Halpin first became interested
in history when he studied it in col-
lege. 'I really wanted to study it as I
never studied it in school,' he told us.
A politics and history enthusiast, he
was Professor of Government at DCU
for two years before moving to Trinity
College, becoming Professor of
Modern Irish History.   He has written
and contributed to several books in
this area, his most recent being Spying
on Ireland: British intelligence and
Irish neutrality during the Second
World War.

However, he didn't always
want to be a historian. 'I always want-
ed to be a sports journalist!' he
revealed, going on to praise the sports
section of NewsTalk, clearly a major
fan.

Outspoken on topical issues,
he talked at length about living in the
age of the Internet and how it is a use-
ful tool for research, before moving

onto the Lisbon Treaty controversy.
He felt it was 'a shame' Ireland didn't
vote in favour of the Treaty, that the
No Campaign was 'full of weirdos' and
'have been putting the same arguments
forward since 1972'. Feeling strongly
about the situation, he added 'we are

‘I always wanted to be a
sports journalist!’ he
revealed, before going on to
praise the sports section of
NewsTalk, clearly a major
fan

more influential as a nation now than
ever before.'

Pr. O'Halpin is currently
researching British intelligence in
Northern Ireland from 1969 onwards.
He feels that this subject requires a
more in-depth analysis with an objec-
tive view. He is also working on an
account of Afghanistan during World
War II.



Ruth returns to her roots!

We found Ruth Gilligan preparing her
cup of tea as we nervously approached
her .It turned out that we had nothing to
worry about as she greeted us with a
warm smile and said "can I have a biccie
first?" She started chatting as if she had
known us all her life and we immediate-
ly got down to business!!

Jane: As a former CTYI student ,do you
feel that the courses you studied helped
you with your writing success?
Ruth: (laughs) well the first time I came
I did Computer Applications…so no!
The second year I came I went for Art
Design  which was great fun, but I
couldn't say it helped The third year I
came I did Advertising which was my
favourite CTYI course and then I did

Corporate Business which did help me...
I realised that I didn't want to do busi-
ness at all! But in general CTYI helped
because I made so many new friends,
grew as a person and had a great time!

Kathleen: How did you find time to bal-
ance a novel along with Fair City and
eight A1s?
Ruth: To be honest I don't really know.
Everyone asks that question. To be hon-
est anyone can do whatever they want if
they put their mind to it! I studied like
mad and I used to be studying and trying
to catch up on work when I was on the
set of Fair City! I loved Drama and I
was in a lot of plays so it was important
to keep working on set the whole time! I
wrote the novel in fourth year when I

had more time for some fun. I never
even realised it would be so popular!

Jane:  So coming from Blackrock, are
your books based on real-life experi-
ences?
Ruth: Em,yes I suppose! My books are
based on the people I grew up with and
the places that I'm familiar with! People
say my dialogue is perfect in the books
and that I "capture the voice of the youth
of today" and I'm like I am the youth of
today!! But seriously, I'd have to say I
have been writing about the things I
know and haven't had to research for
novels but the novel I'm working on now

Jane Drew and Kathleen Nic Dhiarmada caught up
with ex-CTYI student turned best-selling author Ruth
Gilligan four years after her final closing ceremony!

“In general CTYI helped me
because I made so many
new friends, grew as a 
person and had a great
time”



is actually all about rape! So, thank god,
that wasn't familiar and I had to research
that!

Kathleen: How does it feel when you go
into a bookshop and see your book on
the bestsellers shelf!
Ruth: It is actually the best thing in the
world! I love going to shops and seeing
it there! And seeing people buying! Its
just really exciting seeing your name on
a book cover and seeing so many other
books and then seeing yours on the best-

sellers shelf!!

Jane: So, our last question! Do you have
any CTYI memories that stand out?
Ruth: Oh my god !I loved CTYI! I
loved it all! I still keep in touch with so
many people! I remember every boy I
went out with each year! It's so funny
'cause I still keep in touch with most of
them! I suppose the thing that stands out
the most are the traditions! Like. You
just don't find them anywhere else! I
loved Street Spirit and American Pie! I

remember my last disco was in the can-
teen after four years of discos in the
Hub! And I had to do my last American
Pie in the canteen! It was such an anticli-
max!

At this point we said goodbye and
thanked her. She laughed and said it was
great and even referred to us as her new
journalist friends!

It was a great experience and
we were both glad that our first ever
interview was with someone so nice!

Claire Hennessy is a 22 year old Irish
author of novels for young adults. Her
first book, Dear Diary, was published
when she was just 13. A former student
of CTYI, she currently teaches the novel
writing course here.

We decided to start off by ask-
ing her about the beginning of her writ-
ing career and who supported her most.
After thinking for a minute, she decided
that she was mainly self motivated. She
then said that writing was always some-
thing she wanted to do with her life,
even while she was involved with other
activities.

When we asked her about her
favourite author and who inspired her

most, she said there were too many
authors she admired and that she tried to
get inspiration from everything, even if
it was something dreadful. She did, how-
ever, mention that her favourite character
was Matilda from Roald Dahl's book.
She also said that she does not have a
particular "writing mood" and that she
often makes herself write regardless of
how she feels.

Moving on to her characters,
Claire insisted that they were all com-
pletely made up and not based off any
real people - although she did mention
that she sometimes took bits and pieces
of people and mixed them into her char-
acters to make them more interesting. As

for the future, she said she would like to
continue writing books for young adults,
but that she would also like to broaden
her horizons and try her hand at some
other genres. During her speech at CTYI
Literary Day she read out an excerpt
from her latest book, Big Picture, which
is out now.

We finished the interview talk-
ing about young writers and CTYI.
Having gone to CTYI as a student her-
self, she was very pleased with the
whole system and said she thought it
was very beneficial and fun. Our last
question was whether she thought every-
one had the potential to write a novel or
if it was a talent some are just born with.
"It may come easier for some people"
she said, "but I think everyone has the
potential to do it".

Claire Hennessy
Interview

Christine Dimos and Ailbhe Harhen spoke to CTYI’s
Novel Writing instructor Claire Hennessy about her
own successful literary career



Tom Humphries interview
The interview today with sports journal-
ist Tom Humphries began informally,
with a smile and a bit of fumbling with
notepads and tape recorders.
Comfortable with us and happy to be
recorded, Humphries spoke to us about
the frequency of interviews, his sporting
experiences and his favourite sports
teams.

When asked about his famous
interview with Roy Keane, Humphries
explained that he did not know it would
have such repercussions and that he
thought it was just a normal interview.
“He didn’t see anything controversial in
it, and I didn’t see anything controversial

in it, then World War Three broke out”
He also spoke about other

sports that he wasn’t as familiar with,
such as basketball. “I went to lots of
games in America, they had to leave the
changing rooms open forty minutes after
a game and an hour before. I once sat in
there with Magic Johnson for an hour
and a half just talking, and when we got
out the whole place was empty”

He told us about ghost-writing
autobiographies, and how difficult it was
depending on the person. “Niall Quinn
was easy to ghost write for because he
had a very good memory, but I did an
autobiography for a famous Kerry foot-

ball manager once and he had a terrible
memory, everything was jumbled up and
I had to check everything he said.”

At the moment the sports writer
is doing an autobiography for Sonia O
Sullivan, and says on the subject
“Everybody knows practically every-
thing that happens in Sonia’s career, and
there’s not a lot else, so it’s difficult to
write something people will want to
read”.

Humphries seemed an interest-
ing character with lots of life experience
under his belt, as is evident in his book
‘Laptop Dancing and the Nanny Goat
Mambo’, so he was a good subject to
interview. With our questions answered,
we thanked him for his time and left.

Katy Gaffney and Cormac Manning meet the Irish
Times’ most famous sports reporter

CTYI DVD for sale!
CTYIfilm, a 35 minute documentary filmed during Session 2 2007, avalible on DVD for €10 with full quality artwork
by Emily Collins and music by George Hrab. It includes Colm stating, quite clearly, that Session 2 is better then
Session 1.

All profits go to the charity Equality Now, who fight for equality in the third world by using social pressure. It is the
favourite charity of Joss Wheldon, creator of Buffy, Angel, Firefly and Toy Story. Contact Cian Mac Mahon (Steve-o's
RA Group) before the end of the session to get one of the few remaining copies. 



The CTYI literary day on 
Tuesday 30th July was full of 
famous Irish authors, includ-
ing Julia Kelly, the 39 year 

old author who hit the scenes recently 
with her book With My Lazy Eye. After 
the questions and readings in the Larkin 
theatre she kindly answered a couple of 
questions for the American π as she had a 
cup of refreshing tea.
We asked her if debut novel, My Lazy 
Left Eye was her first attempt at a novel. 
“Yes. Well, I had talked about writing a 
book since I was 14. I had imagined the 
cover and everything,” Julia remembers, 
“the only thing I hadn’t thought about 
was actually writing it, I didn’t actually 
get around to it until I was 37.”

Julia listened politely as we asked her if 
she felt under pressure about writing her 
second book (which she has begin work 
on). She answered that “Yes, after seeing 
how enthusiastic people were about my 
first book I did feel under pressure, but 
since everyone loved my book I feel a lot 
more confident about writing another   o
ne”.                                                              
Our next question asked whether Julia 
felt her journalistic background had 
affected her writing at all. Kelly had 
studied journalism in college before 
moving on to write for the Rough Guide 
series then for Dside magazine, writing a 
monthly column. Julia answers breezily, 
“No, I only worked in journalism for a 
short time, and I was never very good 

at it.” She goes on to say that she would 
never have made a good journalist: “I 
like talking about myself too much.” She 
laughs. “Writing is definitely what I’m 
suited to.”
Her writing was influenced by many 
authors and pieces, Julia told us. She 
likes the books she reads to be a mix of 
“Humorous, poignant and original.”She 
narrows it down more, “Mostly contem-
porary male authors.”  The authors she 
feels exhibit all these qualities include 
Bill Bryson, David Sedaris, Ian McEwan 
and John Banville, who had actually 
referred to Julia as “the freshest voice 
in Irish fiction since the wonderful early 
novels of Edna O’Brien.”

Interview with an Author - CTYI  Literary Day

Julia Kelly

She decided to write a book when she was just 14 years old but 
it took Julia Kelly over twenty years to finally publish her first nov-
el. It was worth it - critics loved it and she received rave reviews. 
Sophia Nass and Daniel Tatlow-Devally talk to her about what 

it’s like being an author



Kathleen Nic Dhiarmada

At 3 o clock on Tuesday the 22nd of
July every CTYI goer bustled into the
Larkin. The reason why? For the annual
Vinnie Butler archaeology talk of
course! DCU's red bricks buzzed with
people discussing the talk and how it has
become a CTYI ritual. In fact, the talk
has been going strong for 8 years. An
achievement if you consider that many
people know the talk off by heart at this
stage. What I wasn't expecting was a
huge surprise. For the first time in 8
years, Vinnie added new material to his
talk. For me, I thought there was more
laughs, more fossils and of course more
fun!
Vinnie began his talk with a swift and
smooth "Hit the lights". The slides began

to roll and so did Vinnie's witty humour.
Even the jokes we heard for many years
still made us laugh as hard as ever. The
talk as usual explored many archaeology
excavations. From cleansing soul grave-
yards, to Lucy the first homoerectus to
Ramsey the mummie, everything had a
funny twist which kept the vast lecturing
hall on their toes. Vinnie has the ability
of taking the banal and transforming it
into something hilarious. For instance,
he managed to paint a perfect picture of
the circumstances of a "poor chap who
after a day of hunting mammoth gets
into a fight with the wife and the cave
falls on top of him".

Not only did Vinnie talk us
through numerous fossils with a twist
but he also dispensed some vital advice
which could come in handy such as "if

you drop an elephant you gotta get in
there fast" and "if a hyena grabs your
foot, hit it with a hammer!" . Vinnie's
talk not only appealed to our funny bone
but it also touched our sensitive side.
The popular story of the baby lay to rest
on a swan's wing followed by a beautiful
poem touches even the burly men in
sports science.

As always Vinnie generously
donated all money from the talk to a
good cause. This year all money goes to
fighting blindness. All donations will
help in the aim to cure 40 million people
worldwide of blindness. In conclusion,
CTYI wouldn't be the same without
Vinnie Butler, Lucy the skeleton,
Ramsey the mummy and, of course, the
extra leg chicken! Long live Vinny and
his fossils!!!

Hit the lights!
Features

The American Pie meets Eoin the Pirate
CTYI has many unusual students and
among them is Eoin the Pirate. He is
easily recognisable in his swashbuckling
garb, from the tip of his three-point hat
to the end of the cutlass at his belt.
Daniel Tatlow-Devally drew him aside
for a short interview.

Eoin, how long have you been a
pirate?
Since birth.

Do you dress up as a pirate outside
CTYI?
Occasionally.

Do people react differently on the out-
side world?
Hugely. Yeah, they laugh, and try to steal
the hat.

Who would win in a fight, Blackbeard
or Calicoe Jack?
That's a tough one…but since I also
have facial hair, Blackbeard.

Do you have any advice for budding
pirates out there?
Fear me!

Eoin, thank you for your time. 
Yarrr!



Features

CTYI Traditions
Over the years several annual
events have cropped up.
These traditions have become
staples of the CTYI experi-
ence. Emmet Faherty looks at
just a few of them:

Towel day remains popular

1. Towel day
As every hitchhiker knows, it is of the
utmost importance to have your towel
with you at all times. In homage to the
Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy, some
students don dressing-gowns and carry
towels every Thursday of the session.

2. Vinnie's Lecture
Then infamous Vinnie Butler, instructor
of Archaeology course, has been giving
his lecture for years with little change to
the format or content. Still, it is in aid of
charity and is very informative.

3. The Points Game
This tradition doesn't happen anymore
(cough) but was once a great source of
rivalry between R.A. Groups.   A person
would get one point for scoring some
one of the opposite sex and two for one
of the same.   Nothing else counted

(cough), no matter what you were told.

4. Pirate Wednesday
Fairly straightforward, people go around
dressed up as pirates for a day. 

5. Disco Songs
Traditional songs include American Pie
(last song), Y.M.C.A., Gay Bar, Smells

Like Teen Spirit, Bohemian Rhapsody,
Grease and Street Spirit.

6. Spar
on the days where an unappetising lunch
is served, CTYIzens descend on the Spar
deli counter, giving them fantastic busi-
ness.

CTYI culture outside DCU
"It's a stranger… From the outside!"
Toy Story

We all know of the strange dealings and
goings-on inside CTYI, but how about
outside? Surely all the madness does not
dissipate once the students have left the
walls of The Quad?

True as it may be that the heart
and soul rests in DCU, they say that you
can take the boy out of the dress, but
you cannot take the dress out of the boy.
Friends stay in contact, and almost every
Saturday there is a good chance that if
you wandered around Dublin City, you
would find a friendly face. As a long
standing tradition, CTYIzens from all
over the island descend on Stephen's
Green the first Saturday of every month,

causing much confusion and distress for
shoppers and managers everywhere.

These meet-ups tend to have a
slightly different atmosphere then in-ses-
sion meets. Cross-dressing and bathrobes
are not encouraged, yet asking local

buskers to play Street Spirit and then re-
enacting a CTYI disco (with unwelcome
ravers) has happened. Hugs abound of
course, but the practice of embracing
people you don't know is abolished due
to the clear dangers.

People often bring friends to

Cian Mac Mahon

“Almost every Saturday
there is a good chance that
if you wandered around
Dublin City, you would find a
friendly face”

these meets, so there will be people
experiencing the atmosphere for the first
time. Make them feel welcome, as they
may well be the future inhabitants of
Larkfield.

Another popular past-time is the
sharing of quotes on social networks
such as Bebo and Facebook, and on the
CTYIwiki at
www.TalesOfTheQuad.com. This way
you can bring the memories flooding
back.

Then there is the yearly Young
Scientist mobbing of the CTYI stand.
Here there are little puzzles to be com-
pleted, The Wonderful Colm and your
first chance at glancing the next year's
courses. This stand is very popular
among CTYIzens, and if you find it,
there will always be others nearby.



Jane Drew

Disco fever returns
to the DCU canteen
I'm in a canteen with bin-bag covered
windows, there's music blaring, groups
of secretaries, farmers, ravers and gang-
sters are dancing madly and three Wallys
are running around! Why? It's the CTYI
disco of course! 

After hours of costume shop-
ping and getting made up, all the RA
groups gathered outside the canteen to
take group photos and squeal at other
groups costumes! 8.15 rolled around and
everyone bounded in, eager to get the
night started.

The usual 'start of disco tension'
was to be expected and there was a lot of

shuffling and general awkwardness! Five
songs later and the DJ finally played
something good that people could dance
to and the night got going, but a few
songs later and the disco seemed to split
in half! Half outside drinking water and
having a gossip and the true disco-ers
did not stop dancing for a second!

Of course all the usual songs
got a play (minus Grease?), even though
a few Newbies were heard discussing
how weird Street Spirit was, they were
still the highlight of the night for most! 

The opening notes of American
Pie rang out and everyone got into the
circle, with the Nevermores in the mid-
dle, making the most of the final song.

Then came the lights…
Girls shrieked and ducked out-

side trying to hide their post disco
appearance! Everyone traipsed to the
street too tired to care about the
Sportalians laughing at weird Irish style!

The music may not have been
great (*cough* new DJ please?) and the
scandal may have been practically non-
existent but it was still a great night and
fuelled many late night discussions!

Rave Repeat
Katy Gaffney

This year's first disco was a dress up
affair, contrary to tradition, which
evoked the best ideas in years, but a dis-
appointing result.

Muireann’s RA did an original
'secretaries' theme, while a few rene-
gades did 'where's Wally', probably the
best idea of all. But, yet again, bright
pink legwarmers and custom made t-
shirts were visible in the crowds as the
rave theme was revived for another
monotonous year.  Disney characters
also mingled among the moshing many
as the night kicked off, and by

'American pie' all were exhausted but
content that the night had gone just as
was hoped.

That was until the winner of the
costume competition was announced as
the RA who had dragged rave out of the
ashes again, even when faced with some
of the most inventive and entertaining
ideas in years. 

Rave, fluorescent adolescent or
whatever it is cloaked as, has hopefully
seen its last CTYI disco for a while. As
repetitive as the song is overplayed, flu-
orescent adolescent should be laid to rest
for at least the foreseeable future, time to
move on!

CTYI, cad é
an scéal?

Cad faoin Gaeilge i CTYI? Ní bhíonn
ach cúpla duine anseo ag labhairt
Gaeilge. Tá 'Cúinne na Gaeilge' sa
bhialann, ach bíonn sé i gcónaí folamh.

Bhí a lán daoine i CTYI sa
Ghaeltacht cheanna, agus tá CTYI an-
cosúil leis. Tuigim ní cúrsa Gaeilge é
CTYI, ach fós, tá fonn ag cúpla daltaí
Gaeilge a labhairt.

Dúirt dalta Jane Drew
"Ceapaim is í Gaeilge an teanga is fearr
ar domhan." Tá suim ag cúpla dalta
'grúpa Gaeilge' a dhéanamh le haghaidh
na h-imeachtaí sa tráthnóna. "Rachainn
chuig grúpa Gaeilge," arsa Lynn
Kilgallon.

Mothaíonn cúpla daltaí gur rud
an-tábhachtach é an t-ábhar seo. Dúirt
dalta Roz Ní Shúilleabháin "Ní bhíonn
mórán Gaeilge ag an cuid is mó den
déagóirí ar na saolta seo. Is mór an trua
é seo, agus ceapaim go gcaithfidh muid
níos mó Gaeilge a labhairt - go háirithe i
CTYI."

Sílim go bhfuil Gaeilge ag teas-
tail uainn anseo. CTYIzens, má tá sibh
ag iarraidh Gaeilge a labhairt, labhair í!

Cormac O Mainnin



Features

CTYIdol: Talent Show 2008
The second I walked in, the CTYI
Session Two Talent Show rehearsals
began. It was a hive of activity and
excitement until Dave the RA, using a
loud voice to his advantage, explained
the rules, positions and order of the acts. 
Guitarists were making sure their instru-
ments were in tune, singers were practis-

Aine Kavanagh

View from a performer
Adam Quinn

After the first rehearsals, myself and Conor
Brennan were almost ready for the show,
needing only a quick bit of  practise for
tempo and a full run through, something we
had not yet had the privilege of doing.

However, on the morning of the
big day, I was taken ill. A trip to the hospital
was required and long queues at A&E left
doubt as to whether I would make it back in
time for the seven o'clock performance.

Fortunately, I was a higher priority
patient and was finished within three hours.
Half five, just an hour and a half till the
show, and rehearsals had already begun.

After a short taxi ride, I was back
with enough time for an hours practise. To
my horror however, our act had been taken
out of the talent show. Assistant Site
Director, Mary Heslin, had pulled our act out
at the last minute.

However, after I explained to her
that I was feeling up to performing, we were
back on the set list, but with only half an
hour left till the show, and having not yet
had a full run through, things were looking
bad for our act.

And when I finally made it back to
the Terrence Larkin, the other half of our act
was nowhere to be found. Conor had heard
the news that our act had been cancelled and
left. Twenty minutes to go, I had to find him.

With just ten minutes left till the
show, I finally found him, but things were
desperate now. We still had had no practise
for tempo and no full run through.
Desperately, we asked for ten minutes of
practise.

And as we were half way through
our run through, people started filing into the
seats of the hall; we were out of time. We
could only hope that everything ran smooth-
ly…

And then at seven o'clock, the
seats were packed and the lights came up on
the 2008 CTYI Talent Show.

The hosts took to the stage and
opened with a joke. After some nervous
laughter, Conor and I took to the stage as the
first act.

The acts that followed were all of
a very high standard, including some out-
standing performances from Evanna Lynch,
Qi-Jie Lam and a terrific comedy sketch
along with several acts from our very own
Journalism class, including Cian MacMahon,
Katy Gaffney, Kathleen Nic Dhiarmada and
Daniel Tatlow-Devally. 

Apart from some rather question-
able jokes from the hosts, the night ran
smoothly from start to finish, with special
mention and prizes to the comedy sketch and
Qi-Jie Lam.

A well deserved win for both of
them, and a fantastic talent show all round.

ing their doe-ray-me's and all the time
the rest of the performers waited eagerly
for the next step.

The hosts, Conor Clarke and
Sam Kenyon, looking fantastic as
always, ran down to the bottom of the
hall, staring up at the tiered seats, filled
with all the amazing acts.

As they took the microphone,
the music began and they introduced the

acts, who were being escorted to the
stage by glamorous assistants, Jane
Drew and Emilie McCormack.

From then on, the acts poured
onto the stage. The hosts practised the
transitions between acts, and the acts
themselves gave it their all, despite sev-
eral technical difficulties; but what else
is a rehearsal for?

As I walked into theatre no. 3 on Friday
to see the much anticipated film The
Dark Knight, I was more exited than
nervous. Since his death and the relent-
less talk of his getting an Oscar, any crit-
icism of Heath Ledger is absolute taboo,
especially in the last film he completed
as the Joker.

Luckily my fears were ground-
less. Ledger handled the role with skill
and panache, creating a Joker who
defined the film and dominated it even
when off screen. In this version of the
film he is dropped in with no past or

Why so serious? The Dark Knight
Daniel Tatlow-Devally reviews The Dark Knight, the
film every CTYI student is talking about

back story; just a fully formed agent of
chaos with a winning smile. Ledger
spent months shaping the character,
making him in a completely different
style to Jack Nicholson's comic portrayal
of Batman's nemesis. Ledgers' Joker is
far more sinister and creepy, described
by the actor as a "psychopathic, mass
murdering, schizophrenic clown with
zero empathy." 

The film itself is, inescapably,
long. At roughly two and a half hours, it
could be cut by a third and still be an
excellent movie, with enough left over

for another film. However, Christopher
Nolan (director) stated in an interview
that he wanted to leave no material for
another sequel, hence the winding narra-
tive. That aside, its action scenes are
pretty heart-stopping, with cityscapes
from Honk Kong, L.A., New York and
Chicago that demand to be seen in the
Imax. Without giving away the ending,
the film is every bit as gritty as Batman
Begins, living up to the title of The Dark
Knight.

Overall rating: A great action thriller,
four stars.



Cian Mac Mahon

CTYI Recipes

Wanting to start easy, we attempted to
make a Freezer Pop:

Tools
- Plastic Spoon/Popsicle Stick
- Knife
- Paper (Small square)

Ingredients
- 1 small carton of fruit juice

Steps
1. Cut the top 4th of the carton off, using
the sink to catch any falling juice. This
will be   rather messy.
2. Make a new lid out of paper, with a
slit in the middle. Lay it on top of the
open carton, using the slit to make sure
the plastic spoon/popsicle stick stays in
the correct upright position.
3. Leave in the freezer overnight

Outcome
The Apple Juice Ice-Lolly turned out to
be very tasty. We passed it around the
class, and out of the 7 people brave
enough to take a lick, everyone liked it.
This is an easy project which can be
done quickly.

Once we had seen that this was a suc-
cess, we decided to try something a little
different. We had seen that somebody
had made Jelly in their sink in a previous
session, yet this has a few problems, so
we decided to one-up this attempt with
Bucket Jelly:

Tools
- Kettle
- Fridge
- Bucket/tub
- Stirrer 

Ingredients
- Instant Jelly powder

- One pint (0.59 liters) of water (We
used a half liter bottle to roughly meas-
ure this amount out)

Steps
1. Boil a pint of water in the kettle
2. Place the jelly powder in the bucket
3. Pour the boiling water into the bucket
4. Place the bucket into the fridge and
leave there overnight

Outcome
Once I had it made, my first taste of
Bucket Jelly was not the best. I got a bit
from around the edge, and it was rather
rubbery and chewy.

However, when I quizzed my
classmates on it's taste, out of the 6
answers, I got an average of 8.25 out of
10, so I must have just gotten a bad
taste. I recomend that you have a go at
making Bucket Jelly, or even taking it
further and trying Sink Jelly, if you think
you can get around not having to cool it.

Features

Our Mission for this feature was to cook food using
only the utensils given to us by CTYI - kettle, toaster,
sink and fridge.



Features

Sportalian Science
"Should they all just go back to
Sportalia?" That is the question burning
on almost every CTYI student's lips. In
fact, no other CTYI activity is enjoyed
as much as that of Sportalian-bashing.

The Spanish, Portugese and
Italian language students that flock to
DCU every summer to study English
have long shared a friendly rivalry with
the CTYI students on the same campus.
Of course, the rivalry is a bit one-sided
as the 'Sportalians,' as they are 'affection-
ately' known, generally don't understand
what is going on.

Why do we hate them so much?
I suppose, first of all, they're annoying,
because there are just so many of them,
and they make a ridiculous amount of
noise right by the blocks of CTYI flats at
four in the morning pretty much every
night. Sometimes they think they can
just wander into the quad like nobody's

business and I'm sure Evanna Lynch gets
sick of them pointing at her and shouting
'The Luna!' The prime reason why they
are so loathed really comes down to can-
teen politics: they get better food than
us. Why should they get croissants in the
morning when we get stale, rock-hard

bread rolls that have probably been recy-
cled from the carousel?

However, it has to be argued
that the more tanned CTYI students gen-
erally get away with shoving a pair of
sunglasses on and sneaking into the
Sportalian lunch queue. Anyway, is it
really their fault that they get better
food, or are allowed out later at night?
Having studied Spanish in Salamanca

Ros Ni Shuilleabhain

“The rivalry is a bit one-
sided as the ‘Sportalians’
generally don’t understand
what is going on”

for six weeks earlier on this year, I can
empathize with their plight, of being a
language student in a foreign country.
Ok, I didn't have to wear those hideous
cringey backpacks (surely another rea-
son to pity them?), but I know how it
feels to be an outsider, to be stared at on
the street for being paler than everybody
else. For the most part, Sportalians keep
out of our way, and it has been said by
many a CTYI student before that they
are well phitt.

Personally, I don't think the
Sportalians are that bad, but I don't think
any points I could make, however logi-
cal they were, would change anybody's
mind, because everybody loves to hate
the Sportalians.

Speaking of which, this took
me literally forever to write, because
they were up outside making loads of
noise again last night. Seriously, why
won't they just go away already?

Survey: Newbies at CTYI
Last year, 2007, seemed to have the
highest amount of nevermores in the his-
tory of CTYI. This year, people were
saying that there is a large amount of
newbies. But looking at the figures (see
sidebar), it turns out that there were five
more newbies last year than this year.
The number of nevermores has gone
down by 17 (The figures count "newber-
mores/newbiemores" twice).

I surveyed 20 newbies (Well, 18
newbies and 2 RAs) to see what they
thought of CTYI. These are the results
of the survey:

1. What age are you?
12 years old - 5%
13 years old - 15%
14 years old - 40%
15 years old - 15%
16 years old - 15%
19 years old - 5% (This was Amy the
RA)

Cormac Manning

20 years old - 5% (Another RA -
SteveO)

2. What res are you in? What do
you think of it?
14 were in the Quad, 6 were in
Hamstead/Les Res

3. Did you know anyone in CTYI
before you came here?
I was surprised - 70% did. More newbies
knew people here before coming than I
thought.

4. Was the first day here

intimidating?
21% of the people who knew someone
here before they came thought it was,
compared to 67% of people who didn't
know anyone. People who know other
people coming in found the first day
much easier. 

Some of the comments were "it
seemed I was the one newbie", "every-
one was really nice", "very welcoming"
and "not particularly [intimidating].
Except for the abundance of pirate hats."

5. What do you think of CTYI tra-
ditions?

Most people liked the CTYI tra-
ditions (90%). The favourite traditions
seemed to be Towel (and Dressing
Gown) Day and American Pie. The tra-
ditions were described as "funny and
weird", "gas", "cool but there are loads",
"they make no sense", "pretty freakin'
awesome", and "interesting to say the
least".

Session 2 Newbies:
2008 2007
99          104

Session 2 Nevermores:
2008 2007
82           99



Activity Reviews
Capture the flag
Are you prepared to run like the wind
with people chasing you while striving
towards an un-attainable goal? No? 

Well neither am I, to be honest,
so I decided it would be best for the
team if I let Donal do the running, while
I did my part by decoying, strategising
and dreaming up team plans which were
doomed to fail. We were willing to try
anyway because the fastest way to a vic-
tory in capture the flag is teamwork. It's

simple: there is a flag in hostile territory;
you must get this flag whilst protecting a
similar flag in your territory. Your
weapons are your wits and speed (or
lack thereof) as the only way to stop the
opposition is to catch them so they're
'stuck in the mud,' until a fellow team
member can 'un-stick' them, with a swift
crawl under their legs. 

If you're looking for an activity
that will get you out in the fresh air, run-

ning around and most of all having fun,
then capture the flag might be for you.
It's a game of strategy, running and
teamwork, thankfully not all at once! I
highly recommend it, especially if like
me, you have absolutely no idea what
activity to pick and you're looking to
enjoy yourself. 
****/*****
Andrew Duane

Extreme Rounders
I signed up for Rounders along with
about20 others, however many of these
people say down when we began play-
ing, leaving us with half our numbers. 

The game isn't too difficult; two
teams play on a diamond-shaped pitch.
One team is on the field, trying to get
people from the other team out, the other

team is 'in,' trying to hit the ball and then
run around the bases. The field team can
get them out by hitting the person, the
base they're running to or the home base
with the ball. The 'in' team can get a
player back in by getting a home run
(getting around all bases without stop-
ping). The teams swap sides when there

is nobody left at home base.
I think it was good fun but it

would have been better with more peo-
ple and I think the people not playing
missed out on the fun.
Fiona Caverly

Discussion
We all know well that anything

marked with the word "discussion" can
turn very chaotic, very quickly.
However, fear not, this discussion activi-
ty was well organized and, yes, even
organized things can be fun. 

The activity started with the
two RA's in charge laying down the

rules: "Raise your hand if you want to
talk, and don't be stupid." With that out
of the way, the first topic was written on
the board and the discussions com-
menced. Big block letters asked us to
choose: "Nature vs. Nurture". After that,
we went through about four topics,
including politics, celebrities and, ani-

mating even the quietest of attendees,
"Cannabis: Legalize it?" 

Whether you're strongly opin-
ionated and can't wait to air your views,
or you simply like watching a good
debate, you won't regret signing up for
discussion. 
Sophia Nass



To Farmleigh and Beyond
Richard Power

It was a beautiful Sunday the 20th July
as the majority of CTYI students headed
off in buses to Farmleigh house in the
Phoenix Park to enjoy a day of relax-
ation, which is exactly what I and many
others did. 

Students were offered two
things that they simply couldn't refuse:
open green spaces and some super good
food, courtesy of the Farmleigh house
farmers market, offering such delicacies
as homemade apple juice, high quality
hot dogs and a wide range of fudge (I
enjoyed a particularly delicious Baileys
Fudge.)

The general condition of stu-
dents at the end of the day was one of
refreshment (everyone had at least
enjoyed some decent food and fresh air).
I for one believe that a return trip would
be well appreciated.

The Zoo
Cian Mac Mahon
It was a blisteringly hot day as we
stepped off the bus with threats of RA
Ronan Exploderization ringing in our
ears, the Geeks and the Nerds relishing
and shrinking away from the sun,
respectively.

Our first port of call was the
Monkeys. Much hilarity ensued as the

little darlings screeched, played and
chased each other around their little
island with a thirst for blood in their
small eyes.

As the day went on, we won-
dered at the seals, were astonished by
the hidden speed of your common or
garden Hippo and noted the overrated-
ness of the Penguins.

Once we got hungry, we visited
the Fast Food restaurant, and had Jungle

Meals. These meals were in fact worse
then those given to us for dinner at
CTYI, and I would not recommend that
people eat there. Instead, find the coffee
shop and get a slice of pizza, as I am
told it is very good.

In conclusion, the zoo trip was
well worth the money and we were
spared the noise and mess of Ronan
Exploderization.



 

When we walked in, the class was deep in discussion about the 
Michelson/Morley experiment on light.  
We noticed a DVD of “The Justice League” on the teacher’s 
desk, so the class wasn’t all work. We noticed 
there was a relaxed attitude between 
teacher and students; they felt free 
to make jokes and ask questions.
They moved onto the topic of 
who would win in a fight; 
Superman or Batman? 
Moving onto a very press-
ing topic: Was Galileo a 
Sportalian?  
As they went through 
more science topics we 
sat confused, most of it 
passing over our heads, but 
we could tell the class was 
having fun. 
They even had the privilege 
of having “The Flash” in the 
class!

We entered the classroom as the budding philosophers were in 
the throes of a discussion. As the classmates discussed reality 
and perception we were invited in by the ever-hospitable Fiachra 
ó Brolcháin, and sat among the others. Every knowledgeable 
answer was challenged, and you could almost hear the sound of 
minds whirring, despite the fact that the day was just beginning. 
Pensive faces were star-
ing into space as ques-
tions audibly swirled in 
the air. 
Fiachra, comfortable and 
confident leaning against 
his desk, made the les-
son more interesting by 
referring to funny ex-
amples and explanations, 
such as “the Mongols 
were kinda like a giant 
stag party”. We said our 
goodbyes and left the 
class with our minds 
reeling.

Ever wondered what actually goes on in all those other 
classes? Of course you have! Read on to find out just how 
good, bad or boring the other classes are...

Class Reviews

Theoretical Physics, perceived by many, (including myself until 
recently), as a class which only geniuses would even attempt, 
came as a huge surprise to me. To be honest, I expected to be 
greeted by audible yawns and expressions of utter boredom; 

however, this was definitely not the case. We were wel-
comed instead by loud cheers and a thundering round of 

applause as we entered the class.
Within minutes I was entirely at home in the re-

laxed atmosphere and could see that the students 
felt the same and were really enjoying their les-
son. They were participating in a debate entitled 
“Is the method of scientific induction valid” and 
were clearly listening attentively and actively 
contributing in any discussions which ensued 
over contradictory points made.
As they were working, I decided to question 
the TA about the general running of the class. 
He informed me that the first week was mainly 

maths lessons and the basic groundwork, whereas 
now the students have moved on to more practical 

and interesting work like debates and projects. He 
also made a point of saying that he believes the course 

has more relevance to the Leaving Certificate programme 

and is streamed in a more school based manner than many of 
the other ones on offer, with the subject being particularly use-
ful for the likes of Physics and Applied Maths.
Later on in the day, I talked briefly to a former student who 
said much the same. “The teacher is great, he always joins in 
with the chat and craic and if there is 
something you are genuinely inter-
ested in he will go in to much greater 
detail for you”, he added. He also 
spoke about one of the more note-
worthy lessons where the teacher 
successfully managed to balance a 
chair on his chin in an interesting 
feat of physics.
All in all, it is obviously a hit class. 
In fact I might have tried it myself 
next year if I wasn’t so terrible at 
maths!

“One of the more noteworthy 
lessons was when the teacher 
managed to balance a chair on his 
chin...”

Andrew Duane and Katy Gaffney

Ben Chapman and Lisa O’Malley
Theoretical Physics

Philosophy

Superhero Science
Daniel Tatlow-Devally and Fiona Caverly



When we came into the room, the Novel Writing class was hard at 
work typing up their class novel. A few students filled us in on how 
the class works. After spending the first week learning about differ-
ent types of creative writing, they brainstormed their own story, in 
this case, Sportalians taking over the world. 
Each student writes three chapters, and the finished product is to 
be 57 chapters long full of laughs, evil plots and innuendo. After 
only two days, their novel, to be named later, is 38,000 words and 
counting. All the students seem to be having fun writing their bit of 
the comedic novel, determined to make their chapters count.
Their teacher, Claire, supervising while the class typed, seemed 
to be having fun too. She talked to us about this year’s students. 
“These guys are great, wonderful and shiny!”

On arrival to x130 for 10 minutes in the life of 
Corporate Business, we immediately noticed the 
relaxed atmosphere and friendly teacher.
Sitting on the desk, Darryl seemed genuinely inter-
ested in the class and had a friendly approachable 
personality.
The class were listening intently as they took down 
notes under the title ‘Buyer power is high when…’ 
An extremely boring subject to the naked eye, but 
really quite interesting!
Everyone seemed to be contributing and enjoying 
themselves and we would definitely recommend it. 
5 star rating guys!

As we walked into the Gothic Studies class, we were greeted 
warmly by the instructor. 
The class were preparing presentations on Irish Gothic culture. 
They were split into 5 groups, each discussing their presenta-
tions with quiet concentration. Shockingly, it seemed that there 
was a bit of foul play present. A student who shall remain 
unnamed attempted to bribe us with the promise of Poi, and 
another later threatened to cover us in glitter. However, in the 
name of fair journalism, we ignored this and kept taking bal-
anced notes. 
 Once the presentations started, we were enthralled with stories 
of Irish folklore and the discussion of topics as diverse as sé-
ances and Yeats. 
 Knowledgeable on their subjects, they presented their            
material with clarity and confidence. 
As we sat in the class, we were impressed by the profession-
alism shown by most of the students and regretted having to 
leave so soon. 
 

Aine Kavanagh and Jane Drew

Corporate 
Business

Gothic Studies
Cian Mac Mahon and Christina Dimos

Sophia Nass and Cormac Manning
Novel Writing



Hot
Cardigans
Everyone’s wearing them!

Carl and his harmonica
Entertainment at its best!

Crepes at Farmleigh
Yum!

Burger Day Thursday
Edible food? WOW!

10c cola lollies
Alriggghhhht.

Bin juice
Just had to be said

Conor and Adam
Pipeing HOT!

Not so Hot
Disco DJ
What was that about?

Kevin Whelan
He doesn’t love us!

Cheesey Panini Day
Well I think it’s cheese!

Pirates
Soooo over

Going home
Nooooo

Ice cream parties
Where’s the pizza?

Minger to Winner!
Madonna once said 'You are born with style; it's not something
you can learn,' but I think that sometimes all people need is a lit-
tle push in the right direction.

Take Anna Ní hÁrrachtáin, for example. Content to slob
about in a tracksuit all day, with a little help she transforms into
a Bona fide beauty…

BEFORE

Clothes: Do you really want to know?

AFTER

Clothes: Dress - Camden Market,
Cardigan - Penneys, Belt - vintage (i.e.
her mum's), Bag - H&M kid's section.

The Horrorscope
This year we decided to base our predictions on the
Chinese Zodiac, there are five years that apply. Enjoy!
The Goat/Sheep
(15th February 1991 - 3rd
February 1992)
You are going through some interesting
times at the moment, make sure to keep
up or you could miss out. Besides that,
emotions are running high this week,
don't panic and you'll be okay. Watch out
for stampeding llamas.

The Monkey
(4th February 1992 - 22nd
January 1993)
Keep an eye out for black cats and avoid
ladders at all costs as you can't afford
any more bad luck. There may be gold at
the end of the rainbow but don't dig it
up, call the National Museum to check
that it isn't part of an ancient treasure
trove. Be jammy, it helps.

The Rooster
(23rd January 1993 - 8th
February 1994)
If you're still reeling from the Bastille
Day celebrations, get to a hospital quick;
a hangover doesn't last for two weeks.
Aside from that you may be feeling
some displacement (apparently the land-
lord doesn't appreciate the birth of
French independence as much as you)
but house-hunting may take your mind
off that strange buzzing noise.

The Dog
(9th February 1994 - 30th
January 1995)
Don't roll over and take things out there
today. If someone wants a piece of you
don't be afraid to bite back. Stick with
the pack in an upcoming confrontation

and they'll watch your back. In financial
matters, you'll be okay; if you can't make
things work yourself someone will throw
you a bone.

The Boar/Pig
(31st January - 19th
February)
As much as you revel in being a slob, it's
time to clean up your act as others will
be checking in from now on. This is a
good time to be as adventurous as you
like, why not try parachuting or even
flying lessons, it all makes for good fun.



The CTYI Awards 2008
The important prestigious ones!
Best Boy = Cian Mac Mahon (For being a complete genius
and permanently happy!)
Best Girl = Estelle Purcell (For being unbelievably nice to
everyone!!)
Funniest Person = John Doody (Too funny for his own good!
Biggest legend!)
Best dressed boy =Adam Quinn (To quote Conor, 'he's sexy!')
Best dressed girl = Roz Ní Shúilleabháin (Nobody else could
pull it off!)

Best hair = Conor Brennan (he threw a fit when he thought
ginger Eamonn was going to win!)
Best Couple = …
Best TA = Pamela (She lets us gossip and eat during study!
Soundness!)
Best teacher = Andrew Payne (*cough*)
Best Accent = Eamonn Coady (He sounds like an old man…)
Soundest RA's = Muireann and Ronan (Yay! They're cool!)

The other ones (cos they deserve a mention)
The perkiest person = Katie Gaffney 
The biggest gossip = Mark Quinn- Nealon (is there anything
or anyone he doesn't know?!)
Strongest accent = Rob Wong (*said in strong cork accent*
BOY!)
The biggest dote = Bobby Stalin (WE LOVE YOU!)
Coolest shoe laces = Adam (they're NEON! wow!)

Biggest idiot =Eamonn McCann (he jumps into bushes for fun
and dyed his hair ginger. Well done!)
The best award givers = Jane Drew, Aine Kav and Kathleen
Nic Dhiarmada (Oh yeah!)

And for wearing shorts everyday for three weeks…SHOUT
OUT TO EAMONN!

Clockwise from top left: Cian Mac Mahon, Estelle Purcell, John Doody, Adam Quinn,
Eamonn Coady, Andrew Payne, Pamela Whelan, Conor Brennan, Roz Ni Shuilleabhain



Auntie AAiillbbhhee
Ailbhe Harhen

Brought to you by the
CTYI Journalism class 2008!

All your problems solved!

Dear Auntie Ailbhe,
I have a huge problem. It's the sec-

ond week and I still haven't made any new
friends. I came with one other person and I
have tried to talk to other people but I feel
like they don't want to talk to me. How can I
make more friends?

From Lonely Girl

Dear Lonely Girl,
I understand that it's difficult to

settle into your new surroundings. Don't
panic because it's the 2nd week, there's still
plenty of time left. There's lots of different
ways of making new friends:
At social time, just walk up to a small group
of people with your friend, introduce your-
self, chat about your course, and if you get
on well keep talking. If not, move to another
group of people. At activities, start a conver-
sation with the person next to you. Be friend-
ly, but don't change your personality just to
fit in. You don't want to have to try and
impress people all the time; you should be
yourself. Make arrangements with some girls
on your corridor or in your RA group to meet
up for breakfast. 
It's not that people don't want to talk to you,

they also might be afraid to talk to other peo-
ple too. You should make the first move; it's
never too late to make new friends.
Remember not to leave the friend you came
with behind. Don't worry about it, be happy!

Auntie Ailbhe

Dear Auntie Ailbhe,
I met this boy two days ago. He's

so nice, funny and caring. I've been hanging
around with him for a while now, and I
realise I really like him. I thought it was just
a summertime crush, but I think I love him.

There's only one problem, I'm real-
ly into style, he's obviously not. He has the
strangest shoes I have ever seen in my life.
It's proving to be a big turn-off. Any ideas on
what I should do?

Thanks Auntie Ailbhe, 
Anonymous x

Dear Anonymous, 
First of all, as the old cheesy say-

ing goes, it's what's on the inside that counts!
If you really like him, it shouldn't be a prob-
lem. You say you've only known him for two
days. Perhaps you were so shocked by his
great personality that you think you love him.
Take things slow, it's only been two days.
If it's only his shoes that are a big turn-off,

you shouldn't worry. Don't make excuses to
not be with him. As for your question, per-
haps on the shopping trip to Blanchardstown,
you could sneakily encourage him to buy a
decent pair of shoes! Or pick out a stylish
pair and buy them as a present for him.
Remember you can always change a pair of
shoes! Good luck!

Auntie Ailbhe

Dear Auntie Ailbhe,
I have had to contend with a fear of

llamas for many years but now feel that it is
getting the better of me. On a recent trip to
Dublin Zoo friends had to physically push
me inside, only to discover, to my embarrass-
ment, that no llamas are kept there.

This has really been getting me
down and with everyone I know now con-
stantly poking fun at me, I feel worse than
ever. Please, Auntie Ailbhe, help me to deal
with my fear.

Yours,
Petrified Pete

Dear Petrified Pete,
??? .... Well that's certainly an

unusual fear! I understand that llamas can be
quite scary creatures...*cough* You shouldn't
be afraid of animals in Dublin Zoo because
that are all enclosed anyways, so they can't
attack you…

If your friends make fun of you,
obviously they aren't the sort of people you'd
want to hang around with. Explain your fear
to them and maybe they'll understand…!

It's up to you how you handle your
fear. Don't worry, there's no chance of a
llama attack in DCU anyways. Llamas are
friendle creatures… and chances are you'll
never be in contact with one.

Stay strong!

Auntie Ailbhe




