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Diablo craze takes over campus
Liam Murray & Holly Burns

Archaelogy talk raises €346.70 for Concern

Saoirse McCann Callanan

Following countless other CTYI trends,

the Diabolo craze has successfully taken

over the CTYI campus. Following the

day trip to Santry on the first week (where

they were on sale for 10-20 Euro) almost

everyone bought one.

Firstly,  a Diabolo is a cone like is a

juggling prop consisting of a spool which

is whirled and tossed on a string tied to

two sticks held one in each hand. A huge

variety of tricks are possible using the

sticks, string, and various body parts.

Multiple diabolos can be spun on a single

string.

So we now know what it is and that it

has taken over the campus, but I ask,

why? Well, most people know that

William (Ogden) was the first person

seen using one of these tricky devices,

where he would perform tricks in front of

countless amounts of people in the quad.

However, is he really responsible for half

of the quad attempting gravity defying

tricks? I caught up with the man of the

moment to ask him about the trend.

“Did you really think that this craze

would catch on quite as much as it did?”

I asked.

“No. I was very surprised at the great

reaction,” he replied. 

“Do you feel almost like a role model

for beginners of the art?” I asked.

“Yeah, its cool to be the start of some-

thing,” he replied with a smile. He ended

by stating that  practice makes perfect.

Fellow Diabolo user Nate Matthews

stated that he had used Diablo before and

listed Ogden as someone who had helped

him regain his interest in the hobby.

Michael Riordan, also a keen diabolo

user has gathered a few crowds over the

course of the session, losing members of

his audience only to Ogden, the only

known person at CTYI able to perform

the legendary ‘Genocide’ trick- a tricky

manoeuvre which is always a crowd

favourite. 

Michael would rate himself as a “four

out of ten on Diablo skills” although a

source rated him as a seven.

Overall, this has been a popular hobby

for CTYI students and will hopefully last

for further years to come.

Last Thursday €346.70 was raised fol-

lowing Vincent Butler’s gripping talk on

Archaeology in aid of Concern East

Africa.

The money will be donated to victims

of the drought that has recently hit parts

of Africa. Over ten million people have

been affected by it, and thousands of fam-

ilies are being left without food. Many

people are being forced to take their fam-

ilies and flee to the city in search of food

and shelter.  Concern is currently appeal-

ing for money to aid the victims.

The lecture was based upon architec-

tural fossils and bodies. Vinnie also

talked about the different stages that

humans went through during evolution.

He showed us slides comparing skulls

and bodies. He compared the different

species of human, showing their attrib-

utes, skills and also, their weaknesses.

The talk is traditionally held every year

for students attending summer pro-

gramme CTYI.

The students enjoyed the intriguing

lecture greatly although one student,

Sarah Howard said, ‘It was quite boring,

but it was for a good cause.’
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On Friday 22nd July the Journalism and

Medicine students from CTYI boarded

Dublin bus on their way to the Leinster

rugy team’s open training session at

Tallaght stadium. 

The team were training at Tallaght sta-

dium, the home of Shamrock Rovers,

especially for the open training session.

The session was organized by Tallaght

Council in an attempt to broaden the

Leinster fan-base to the suburbs.

The visit received mixed opinions

from the CTYI students. Many were

unclear about the purpose of the trip.

‘I’ve no idea what rugby has to do with

journalism or medicine, said Michelle

Beazley. However, Liam Murray, 14,

said, ‘It was a fantastic representation of

modern rugby’. 

A sizeable crowd gathered to watch

the team train and meet the players. The

players kindly signed posters and jerseys

for the hundreds of fans lined up at the

railings. Jonathan Sexton, Rob Kearney,

Jamie Heaslip and Sean O’Brien were

among the favourites. Not surprisingly,

Johnny Sexton was in high demand. One

female fan blurted out, ‘Johnny will you

marry me?’ as he signed her poster. ‘I

have the ring here!’ He gave her a

bemused look. 

‘Do you really?’ he said. 

Brian O’Driscoll left early, so unfortu-

nately only about half of the crowd got

his autograph. The Heineken Cup was

also in great demand for photographs

with local councillors. 

The Leinster team face Melbourne

Reds in a friendly match in the upcoming

month. 

Maeve Doheny & 

Liam Murray 

3

CTYI students visit Leinster

Rugby training session

CTYIzens pose with the Heineken Cup trophy



Christine Bohan visits Journalism class

Last Monday on the 16th of July,

renowned journalist Christine Bohan vis-

ited the CTYI journalism class, to talk to

them about her journalism career.

Bohan works in the ‘comment is free’

section of the UK edition of the

Guardian. She has also written articles

for papers such as the Sunday Tribune

and is a former member of staff in

CTYI.

She talked to us about how she

became a journalist. She began her jour-

nalism career by blogging about things

that she felt strongly about. People read

her blog and were quite fascinated.

Then, following her Masters in journal-

ism in DCU, she got an offer from the

business section of the Irish Times,

which she confessed to not knowing

much about, but accepted. She was then

asked to write for the comments section

of the Guardian in England.

The most high-profile case she has

worked on to date was an investigative

piece looking into a family planning

clinic which she suspected to be scaring

women out of abortion. She went under-

cover, pretending to be a pregnant

woman and checking into the clinic. She

then reported about the methods of the

clinic, which she called intimidating. In

another story, she interviewed people

from CTYI about their time there.

I caught up with the woman of the

moment:

I asked her what inspired her to

become a journalist. To which she

replied: “I’ve always loved writing. As a

child I wanted to be an author before

deciding to become a journalist.

Obviously, an author uses impressive

language and descriptiveness in their

writing,” I said. “Do you ever feel like

you have to almost ‘dumb your language

down’ as a journalist,” to which she

replied: “Not exactly. They are two com-

pletely different styles of writing and the

main thing in journalism is to write

clearly and legibly. Long, advanced

words are not impressive and merely

confuse people.” 

I then asked her if she has ever felt

like she was endangering her safety on a

story, to which she replied, “I was

freaked out about the abortion thing – I

thought if I didn’t take a pregnancy test,

they would be onto me.”

She then ended on a few important

tips for the budding journalists of the

class: “Set up a twitter or a blog and post

about things that you feel strongly about

to get attention.”

A great day had by all.

The peculiar case of Donnacha’s laundry

Last Monday afternoon, the 17th of July,

six students from CTYI attempted to

steal Donnacha’s (the R.A) laundry.

Their names were Aidan O’ Mahoney,

Tim Fannon, Brian Burke, Niall O’

Sullivan, Sean Linnane and Don Mullen.

Their attempt failed however and the

consequences of their actions were detri-

mental. 

The six students were chatting to the

three R.A’s Donnacha, Danielle and

Maeve when Donnacha suddenly

announced his departure from the con-

versation as he had some important busi-

ness to attend to. Danielle and Maeve

then told the six students that he was

getting his laundry from the dryers and

hinted they should go and steal it with

Maeve saying “Donnacha’s laundry is in

the dryers, run and get it”. The true des-

perados they are, they attempted to do

just that. 

They sprinted down to the laundrette,

zooming past Donnacha on their way.

They managed to get his drying into a

black bag but one of the group intelli-

gently decided to lock the door after

them which blocked their way out and

ate up valuable seconds of their getaway

and because of this the troop were

caught red-handed by the almighty

Donnacha. Donnacha then contacted

Mary (the A.R.C) and ordered the six up

to the site office. On their walk of shame

they came across the real culprits

Danielle and Maeve who decided to

accompany them to their hearing with

Mary. 

The now group of eight were ordered

upstairs to Mary’s office where the real

culprits waited outside and the other six

entered the intimidating space. Mary

looked at the group with a face of stone.

One group then let out a chuckle of

laughter at the exact wrong moment and

this enraged the fearsome Mary. Mary

then went on to say she was going to

have to ring the group’s parents but then

to their great surprise she let out a burst

of laughter. She then went on to explain

that she knew it was a joke and that the

R.A’s had played a trick on them. One of

the group, a Corkonian, stated that “I

was utterly traumatised by the whole

episode”. The moral of the story is not to

trust Donnacha, Danielle or Maeve ever

again.

Brian Burke
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Tom and Donnacha go on a date

On a sunny day in DCU, Tom walked

into the canteen, satchel draped over his

shoulder and pecked his date, Donnacha,

on the cheek. They queued up for some

vegetables on a stick and sloppy

spaghetti as the canteen erupted into

applause. They took to mezzanine, trays

in hand.

These two RAs were set up by

Danny’s residential group after they won

the CTYI Olympics. The couple’s date

lasted for about twenty minutes. When

Donnacha was asked how the date went,

he replied “It went well, but there’s no

chemistry.” And so our dreams of Tom

and Donnacha being the ‘Klaine’ of

DCU were crushed. 

There are rumours of romantic interest

between Maeve, a Corkonian RA, and

Donnacha, who spend their time together

in dark corners of the canteen and play-

ing sports. We asked Maeve how she felt

about Donnacha’s date with Tom, and

she replied by referring to Tom as a

“speed bump” in her and Donnacha’s

relationship. She continued to say “he

needs to pluck up the courage to ask me

out. I’m waiting.” She also said that

“[Donnacha] has the face of an angel.

He makes my heart melt.” 

But in an official statement,

Donnacha confirmed rumours that he

had a girlfriend, breaking Maeve’s heart.

When asked if he had any intention of

breaking up with his long-term girlfriend

he replied “No. Not yet, anyway.”

Our sympathies lie with Maeve. 

Muireann McKenna &

Shane Morgan

Traditional times in CTYI

Traditions are one of the biggest parts of

CTYI; they always have and always will

be.  

With a huge influx of younger and

less experienced members of CTYI,

many efforts are being made to educate

them in the traditions. 

This campaign is being spearheaded

by Pirate Declan Moore and Ben

Murphy. Their efforts have ranged from

hijacking activities for Newbie

Apprenticeship lectures to old school

methods of simply reminding everyone

of the importance of dressing gowns and

towels on Thursdays.

The fear is that many of those who

advocate traditions are leaving and

unless actions are taken the valued cus-

toms will die out. 

Declan Moore’s dedication to the

cause has even gone as far as writing a

book on the traditions of CTYI.

There is a lot of concentration on

raising awareness of the themed days

like Pirate Wednesday, Dressing Gown

Thursday and Formal Friday. One stu-

dent says of the days “I think they’re

good fun and it’s not  too much effort to

participate and really get into the feel of

CTYI…Things like Pirate Wednesday

are what make it different and so spe-

cial”

The promotion of the traditions is

getting a very good reception in the

CTYI community. One nevermore’s

reaction was “I think it’s a really good

idea and the people behind it should be

proud of themselves – it’s a very noble

cause. Traditions are important and they

must be carried on”. 

RA’s have also joined in on the

cause, with many of them going to

efforts to ensure the tradition of Fergal

Close is continued during American Pie.

Replacing the words ‘holy ghost’ with

Fergal Close, site director before Colm

O Reilly, during the line ‘Father, Son

and Holy Ghost’ in American Pie is one

of the oldest traditions and RA Fran has

been trying to revive it. 

Whether you participate in the tradi-

tions or not, we all have a responsibility

to make sure everyone knows about

them and ensure that they are carried on.

After all it’s what keeps the fiddler on

the roof so what harm can it do us?

Catherine Finnegan
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Interview with Eleanor
Eleanor Cooke, the current Academic Co-ordinator of CTYI, agreed to let Michelle
Beazley and Seán McMahon interview her so the world can find out what she
does and how she does it.
Eleanor Cooke started working for CTYI

in the year 2001 as the Science Bus Co-

ordinator. The Science Bus was a mobile

Science unit that taught kids ‘the wonder

of science’ on the road. She jumped

from Science Bus Co-ordinator to

Academic Co-ordinator after two years.

Over four hundred people

applied for the job of RA and TA so

Eleanor had lots to choose from when it

came to staff. She thinks that they are

doing a brilliant job (‘apart from Nigel

Smith, Journalism TA’) and that they are

encouraging the children to the best of

their ability. As for the students, Eleanor

thinks that they are phenomenal and that

they are surpassing her standards.

From there, we moved onto more

controversial questions. We asked

Eleanor if she was aware of the elusive

room C199. Two or three years ago,

room C199 could not be found, even

though signs were put up around the

building directing people to it. Eleanor

says it does exist but only some know

where to find it. ‘It’s like the iPhone ad’,

Eleanor says. ‘If you don’t have one,

you don’t have one. So if you don’t

know, you don’t know’.

Eleanor is not after Director Colm

O’Reilly’s job as it would be too much

work for her. However, if she did, she

would put in a school uniform. She says

this is because ‘you don’t have to think

about what you’re wearing in the morn-

ing.’ She would also like to have study

after class and activities in the evening

so she ‘could go home earlier.’ She also

let us in on the fact that people have

been expelled before for serious breach-

es of discipline but not by her. She does-

n’t consider the bans made on certain

items like energy drinks unreasonable

but she did add that ‘she would be very

upset if KnutSac was banned’.

Eleanor has a high opinion of

the CAT project. Only recently set up, it

has had a vast intake of students who are

eager to study for two weeks during the

summer. She also thinks that even

though we have had trouble in the past,

CTYI and CAT do get along. Ms Cooke

is also in favour of the new Summer

Scholars programme which launched its

first round of courses just a few weeks

ago. She thinks that it is just as success-

ful as CAT but neither will be as suc-

cessful as CTYI.

We then asked Eleanor her

views on the term ‘Sportalian.’

Unfortunately, Ms Cooke may have got-

ten mixed up on the origins of the word.

Since no one knows where they come

from, our CTYI ancestors just mixed up

the words Spanish, Portuguese and

Italian to create ’Sportalian.’ Eleanor

may have been a bit confused as she

thought that they should be called some-

thing else because ‘they’re not very

good at sport’.

On the subject of the controversial

CTYI wiki, talesofthequad.com, Eleanor

said that it was a ‘great way for students

to express their freedom of speech’ and

that it is a handy website for the new

students to get updated on the course. 

We wrapped up the interview with some

more light-hearted questions. Eleanor is

of the view that a bit more variety in the

canteen would be nice but she considers

it much improved from previous courses.

Finally, we asked her what the weirdest

and funniest things that had happened to

her while she was working here were.

She replied that she is probably the

weirdest thing at CTYI because others

think that she hangs out with a skeleton

which she has named Bertie. Also, when

they gave a birthday cake to Colm with

indoor fireworks on them during the

Closing Ceremony, it set the smoke

alarms off in the Larkin and the building

had to be evacuated.

The interview then concluded and,

after a quick photo, we let Ms Cooke get

back to her busy schedule. 
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The Man Behind the Specs:

‘Capable of Murder’
He’s been voted Best TA of 2011; He’s an unbelievable legend; He’s loved by
everyone on campus. The question is: who really is the man behind the specs?
Harry Hennessy meets Journalism class TA Nigel Smith.
I settled into the legendary swivel-chair

and tried not to think about how many

times I’d seen our own Z- List Celebrity

sitting on it in class. However, that was

difficult as he was sitting mere inches

away; awaiting for me to begin the inter-

view we had all been waiting for. As I

began to open my mouth and ask my

first question, I truly thought about the

task before me. I was about to interview

the infamous, the epic, the one, the

only......................

Nigel Smith.

‘When did you first come to CTYI

and what courses did you do?’ I opened

with a simple one to put him at ease.

‘2001. I did Journalism, Philosophy and

Government and Society. 

I proceeded to ask more simple ques-

tions such as, ‘Were you an RA?’-‘No’,

‘What did you do in college?’- ‘I year of

Opera Training, 3 years of European

Studies in Trinity, 1 year in Sciences Po

(France) and a masters in European

Politics.

I felt I had broken the ice at that

point and moved onto more important

questions.

‘When did you become a TA and

why?’ -‘This year. I had been meaning to

come back and I was around’.

‘Do you like it?’-‘Very much’.

I finally moved onto some of the

questions we had all been waiting for.

‘Nigel, you are universally acknowl-

edged as possibly the greatest TA ever.

How do you do it?’-‘[Laughs]  it

involves strict training. A lot of time in

front of the mirror. I have a duty, nay, a

responsibility!’

‘You are also acknowledged as a

style icon by many. Describe your style

and why you dress that way.’-‘[Laughs]

I dunno. Whatever pops out of my

wardrobe’.

And then I took a gamble. The next

question could make or break my inter-

view.

‘There’s a rumour going round campus

that you would do anything for

Andrew’s job. How do you respond?’ -

‘Andrew has been doing a spiffing job

for 6 years. I would pale in comparison.’

No denial.

I pounced on this opportunity like a

lion on an antelope. 

‘So what exactly would you do to for

Andrew’s job?’ - ‘Well, at certain times a

man is capable of murder.’

I triumphantly scribbled it down and

knew I had what I’d come for.

I tied up the interview with ‘Are you

currently in a relationship?’ - ‘No’,

‘What is the weirdest thing that has ever

happened to you throughout your CTYI

years?’ - ‘A girl in my Philosophy class

locked herself in a suitcase [laughs]’,

‘What is your best CTYI moment?’ - ‘A

trip down to Wexford on one of the

weekends’ and finally ‘What are your

interests?’ - ‘All music. I play the trum-

pet, saxophone, piano and guitar. I also

like watching sport, but I’m not good at

playing it!’

I thanked him, posed for a picture

and went back to my desk with a feeling

of achievement. I’d gotten what I’d

wanted and was ready to immortalise

one of the greats of this generation in

black and white. 
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Sportalians - The side we don’t want to see?

During the second week of my stay at

DCU, I decided that I wanted to try and

bring the mainland European students

into a better light. These students, who

are commonly known as Sportalians, are

infamous for being ‘loud, evil, and

annoying’, and this, I think, is rather

unfair.

In every culture, every clique, every

group of people, I believe that there are

both likeable and irritating people. I am

in no way saying that all Sportalians are

delightful people, but I am saying that

they aren’t the nasty creatures we as

CTYIzens generally perceive them to be.

A fellow journalist, a CAT student and I

decided that now was the time; if we

were going to let everybody know that

not all Sportalians are totally unbearable,

we would have to do something now. I

took my trusty notebook and pen, and

we all set off towards the cafeteria.

I knew that I wasn’t going to be mur-

dered during my talk with the

Sportalians, but the unappetizing idea

didn’t seem to want to leave my head. I

could feel myself shaking as I

approached a cloud of smoke that indi-

cated Sportalian presence, and looked

around for a way out. But there wasn’t

one; I just had to do this. I took a deep

breath three steps away from the least

intimidating smog-surrounded group. I

focused on maintaining a confident

expression and posture, and tapped a

very pretty girl who was chattering in

rapid Italian on the arm. She turned

around, looked me straight in the eye,

and my inner journalist left me, taking

my confidence with it. I froze, looked at

the two people I had with me, gulped,

and turned back to the Sportalian girl.

‘Hello. I’m… I’m from the um… the

journalism… from CTY… CTYI… I

was wondering… ask you a few ques-

tions?’

My heart had never beaten so quickly

as it did at that moment. It was a

moment of dread and anticipation- were

the Sportalians going to drag me into the

canteen and push me into a food proces-

sor, or would they just stare at me with

their sportaliazer-vision until I blew up?

I gulped, and looked at the Sportalian

girl in the eye, still trying to feign confi-

dence. And then the girl spoke. And

spoke. And spoke.

I quickly learned that Sportalians,

once you muster the guts to talk to them,

are very talkative. If I had documented

everything they said, I would have a

book of considerable thickness. The

Sportalians I talked to were Italian, and

extremely friendly- They answered all of

my questions and one girl acted as the

translator between the Irish and Italian

people there. A considerable number of

Sportalians gathered around us, and none

of them seemed in the slightest way hos-

tile. The more we talked, the worse I felt

for ever thinking of Sportalians as horri-

ble people. 

We at the Nerds of the Wolrd found

that the Italian students have travelled

here from all over Italy. We got group

photos, videos, and there were smiles all

round.

According to the group I spoke to,

there are no Spanish or Portuguese

Sportalians, but some French. So if they

were right, there are no Sportalians.

There are Frentalians.

I must conclude that if you think

Sportalians are ‘loud, evil, and annoy-

ing,’ you are very wrong indeed, as the

people I spoke to are some of the nicest

humans I have ever met. Do not be too

quick to judge them. Just because other

people have a warped idea does not

mean that you should too. I recommend

that we all- me, you, that guy over there

who just went out of sight- go now and

hug a Sportalian. You never know, you

might just get a hug back. Viva

Sportalia!

Could CTYI’s European rivals really be as bad as people make out? As part of our
attempt to learn more about them, Holly Burns spoke to some Italian students.
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Sportalians: Uncovered

Clodagh, Ellen and Ciara attempt to blend in with some of DCU’s Sportalians

On the 20th July 2011, we risked our

lives to go undercover to investigate the

REAL Sportalians. Wearing our founda-

tion, WAY too skinny jeans, bright tops

and Keds we walked on ‘their’ ground,

all in the name of journalism. 

During dinner we tried to get some

unsuspecting 13 year old Sportalians to

‘spill the beans’ on their DCU life. Sadly

these Sportalians were not very willing

Ciara Moran &

Clódagh Graham-Flynn

to talk and left the second they realised

this was NOT a well-known newspaper.

Upon entering the canteen we got the

SMELL … the smell of the guys’ cheap

aftershave. With no-one supervising

them, they ‘ate’ and gave us filthy stares

while chattering loudly in gibberish. It

really was a CTYIzens’ worst nightmare. 

When their lunch hour came to an

end, troops of them streamed out of the

canteen to claim their space on the

smoking ledge. As we stand on the steps,

we note that many of them are staring at

us, one group of girls even going

‘Oooohhhh Journalism’ in their mocking

Sportalian accents. Also obstructing the

path were two Sportalians getting much

too intimate for your average NORMAL

person.

Their cliques are based on what their

interests are; Smokers, Gropers, Talkers

and of course the Irish wannabes with

their ridiculously oversized leprechaun

hats and ‘Irish’ themed discos. All in all,

it was quite traumatic experience! 

Feckin’ Sportalians: Why do we hate

Sportalians? (With a passion)
Harry Hennessy

- They stare at us with disdain as if they

are superiors.

- They get to smoke from the age of 13

up.

- They don’t have to queue for food and

get better food (including croissants).

- They keep us up at night by racing and

knocking over bins well past 11.

- They dress well and are unnecessarily

good looking.

- They shouted out “Mussolini!”(An

Italian dictator supporter of Hitler) to my

esteemed colleague. 

It needed to be clarified.
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CTYI Talent Show 2011

On Wednesday 29th July, the annual

CTYI Talent Show took place in the

Larkin Theatre. As the audience sat

down the anticipation grew. The partici-

pants sat at the very front and showed no

signs of nervousness as they waited for

the M.C.s to take to the floor.  Matt,

Maurice and Mustapha stood in front of

the students and began the first of their

many funny introductions for the acts.  

Act one consisted of Monty Akpan,

Simon Fitzgerald and Jordan Smith.

Their parody of ‘Eenie Meenie’ was a

great opening to a great show.  Deirdre

Cleary followed with ‘Waiting Outside

the Lines’, to which she played the piano

and sang.   Next was Hannah Cogan

singing ‘Sweet About Me’, demonstrat-

ing a powerful voice. Hannah later said

that it was an ‘epic experience’.  ‘Most

Beautiful Girl in the Room’ was per-

formed by Dermot Davern and Pirate

Mark Dee. It was a great song even

though it was all about Frank who is

clearly not a girl.  

William ‘Ogden’ Deacon showed off

his truly amazing skills with his diablo.

Caoimhin ‘Crisps’ de Bhailis rapped as

Gaeilge. Bhí sé go hiontach.  Treacy

Hanley sang ‘Killing me Softly’, once

again showcasing the high standard of

singing that we are surrounded by.

Labhras Hernon had us all wanting to

clap along (we weren’t allowed) to a

lively reel played on his keyboard.

Loafers of the Hill People rapped ‘Fresh

Prince of Bel Air’, another impressive

performance.  Sean Leaney did an

improvised monologue. I see stand-up

comedian as a future career.  ‘Stay’ was

sung amazingly by Niamh McDermott,

hitting high notes that I didn’t even

know existed.  Patrick McGinley gave a

strong rendition of ‘Feeling Good’ which

he sang and played on the keyboard.  

Liam Murray and Tomas O’Dwyer

sang and played the guitar to ‘The Lazy

Song’. They said that it was ‘amusing’

and ‘really fun’.  Matt Murtagh-White

and Maurice O’Neill played electric gui-

tars and sang to ‘Purple Haze’, yet more

talent on guitar.  Naoise Mulcrone

played a wonderful piece on the piano

exhibiting even more musical skill.

Rebecca Stokes sang ‘The Cave’. She

was accompanied on guitar by Tomas

O’Dwyer.  Mark Twomey took a very

different approach to the guitar when he

played a classical piece on it, showing

just the level of skill and talent yet

again, that is in CTYI.  

At the end of the show, we were all

treated to a dance performance by the

RAs. They danced to a remix of many

songs. Students were heard to have said

later that all of the RAs were good but

Ciara was the most impressive.

Sarah Howard
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CAT/CTYI: Both sides of the spectrum

We know the others exist. We accept that

they are there. But have we ever really

asked ourselves how do they feel and

what their academic experience is like?

Well, now that question will be

answered. Whether you are CAT or

CTYI now you will know about both

experiences. I have compiled a list of

questions which have been answered by

a student from both groups. You will see

how they differ and what it means. You

will cross the divide and you will finally

understand both sides of the spectrum.

CAT Student: Evan Corcoran

Evan is a Psychology student in the CAT

course.

1. When you found out you had gotten
into CAT instead of CTYI how did you
feel?
I didn’t feel bad about it at all. I still got

to Dublin for 2 weeks.

2. How do you feel about the standard of
work in your course?
It is challenging. In a good way.

3. What kind of things do you do in
class?
Studying the mind and how people

develop personalities and how people

are influenced by their peers.        

4. What is your opinion on the discrimi-
nation between CAT and CTYI students?
There’s not much of a discrimination. I

get slagged sometimes but we’re still

better than other students.

5. Do you feel discriminated against?
I don’t feel discriminated against.

6. Do you feel there should be one big
group instead of CAT and CTYI and
why?
Yes, I think so. It’s just better I’d say.

7. What is your opinion on the differing
accommodation between CAT and CTYI
students? 
I don’t really mind. I’d probably mind if

I was a CTYI student but if I got better

accommodation so be it.

8. Do you discriminate against CTYI stu-

dents?
No, I don’t.

9. Do you think it is good that CAT stu-
dents get 2 weeks of learning, or should
it the same in your opinion?
I think we should both get 3 weeks, just

so none of us are leaving early and you

don’t leave your friends and there are a

lot of people who just came here to see

their friends, they didn’t come for the

learning part of it. The course is shorter

and it’s not fair that we learn less,

though we do pay less.

10. Do you personally feel different to
CTYI students and if so in what way?
Not really. Not different in a bad way,

no.

CTYI Student: Muireann McKenna

Muireann is a CTYI Journalism student.

1. When you found out you had gotten
into CTYI instead of CAT how did you
feel?
I didn’t expect to get into CAT anyway,

though I was still ecstatic. 

2. How do you feel about the standard of
work in your course?
It’s good, but we should get more work.

3. What kind of things do you do in
class?
Differences between broadsheet and

tabloids, reporting, interviewing, feature

writing, that kind of stuff.    

4. What is your opinion on the discrimi-

nation between CAT and CTYI students?
I think if CAT didn’t want to be discrim-

inated against they should have been in

CTYI.                      

5. Do you feel discriminated against?
No.     

6. Do you feel there should be one big
group instead of CAT and CTYI and
why?
No, because there is a distinct line

between the top ten and the top five per-

cent.          

7. What is your opinion on the differing
accommodation between CAT and CTYI
students?
We should have better accommodation.  

8. Do you discriminate against CAT stu-
dents?
No...

9. Do you think it is good that CAT stu-
dents get 2 weeks of learning, or should
it the same in your opinion?
It should be the same. Three weeks is

enough but two weeks is not enough to

form proper friendships. I have no

friends in CAT anyway.  

10. Do you personally feel different to
CAT students and if so in what way?
No.

Well, there you have it: a perfectly nice

CAT student and a superior CTYI stu-

dent. These are the facts; take what you

will from them.

Harry Hennessy
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Harry Potter: The Greatest Books Ever

The Harry Potter movies have grossed a

total of $6,343,865,842, have inspired a

generation of HP lovers, have earned the

title of most successful movie franchise

ever, and have somehow managed to do

it despite poor acting, directing and

screenplay. The question is how?

ANSWER: The inspirational writing of

JK Rowling.

MY FAVOURITES:

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s

Stone: Book 1

Harry Hennessy

Have the movies lived up to the books?

There is not one person on the planet

who hasn’t heard of Harry Potter. Ever

since the first book, Harry Potter and the

Philosopher’s Stone, was published in

1997, the franchise has spread world-

wide. From Europe, to the USA, to Asia,

Harry Potter is famous everywhere. So

far, the books have sold over 450 million

copies. Yet have the movies lived up to

the books?

The answer is no.  Like many great

novels, when Harry Potter was made

into a film, the director and everyone

else involved in the production of it was

faced with an immensely difficult task.

To take a 300 page book and make a 2

and a half hour film out of it is a chal-

lenge in itself, but when the book is as

famous as Harry Potter, there is a lot to

live up to.   

Many people say that the third film,

‘Harry Potter and the Prisoner of

Azkaban’ is the best of all. Indeed the

director Alfonso Cuarón, brought some

real life and action to the series, unlike

Chris Columbus before him. The special

effects were very well done; with scenes

like Remus Lupin transforming into a

werewolf and Sirius Black transforming

into a dog looking really well.  Even still

the amount of important details and

needed information left out in the films

was appalling. The scripts then had to be

changed to set up some of the points in

the films, especially in the final one with

Ron and Hermione’s kiss being com-

pletely re-written.  

The worst of the Harry Potter films

though is a constant debate. ‘Harry

Potter and the Order of the Phoenix’ is

said to be the worst, closely followed by

‘Harry Potter and the Chamber of

Secrets’.  The Order of the Phoenix tried

and failed to show the transition from

happy safe Hogwarts to the dark evil

world.   

All in all, the films aren’t the best,

with bad acting (with the exception of

Rupert Grint and other good actors in

small roles), rubbish scripts, missing

scenes and a lack of action in most. J. K.

Rowling may be happy with the results,

but obviously the fans know best. Don’t

we?

Sarah Howard

The, in my opinion, greatest book series

of all time began in Privet Drive, Little

Surrey. The infamous character of

Vernon Dursley kicks it off and a breath-

taking tale of humour, magic, love, a

sense of childish glee and belonging fol-

lows. Whether it be Potter winning his

first Quidditch match, Dumbledore utter-

ing those legendary words: Nitwit!

Blubber! Oddment Tweak!, the school

song, or Voldemort being defeated you

know you’re in for one of the greatest

reads of your life (the first five times

anyway).

5/5

Harry Potter and the Order of the

Phoenix: Book 5

This long, exciting book is full of inter-

esting plot details and twists, mostly due

to the fact that Voldemort is back. It is

really when the seriousness and more

sombre side of the books comes to life,

but still proves to be full of hilarious

jokes and details (namely Fred and

George!). Though it is brilliant, the inno-

cence and everything being new and

exciting in book 1 propels it into the

spot of my favourite with this in a close

second.

4/5

MY LEAST FAVOURITE:

Harry Potter and the Chamber of

Secrets: Book 2

Despite not being Rowling’s greatest

work, Harry Potter and the Chamber of

Secrets brings a lot to the table. Enter

Dobby, one of the greatest characters

ever, who never fails to put a smile on

my face. Even without Dobby it still

proves to be a cracking read with twists

such as the idiotic Prof. Lockhart, the

Chamber of Secrets itself, and many

other jokes and characters. Though

somewhat lacking when placed beside

her other books, I would highly recom-

mend it.

3/5
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CTYI first and second Disco review

On the first Saturday of the session, hun-

dreds of students from CTYI and CAT

alike piled into the cafeteria for the

CTYI disco. The much anticipated disco

ran from 8.20 to almost 11.00.The disco

was Harry Potter themed, just in time for

the release of the final installment of the

(much loved by CTYI students) Harry

potter film franchise. 

Students spent the previous hour in

their rooms, donning their capes and

Potter spectacles for the disco.

Anticipation and excitement was high in

the quad as people compared outfits,

waiting patiently for the ‘OK’ from the

RAs to begin their trek to the cafeteria.

A special mention must go to some of

the best outfits, including Dermot

Davern’s Dobby costume and Patrick

and Morris’ hilarious outfits. 

Outside the cafeteria, everyone sepa-

rated into their RA groups for their final

roll call before the disco. When every-

one had been counted, students began

filing into the cafeteria with the DJ just

beginning his set.More or less, all tradi-

tional songs were played, with the

exception of the (unfortunately banned)

‘Smells like teen Spirit’ by Nirvana

among ‘Omen’ and ‘Warriors Dance’ by

the Prodigy. However this was remedied

when the first few seconds of ‘Gay Bar’

by Electric Six bellowed through the

speakers and when students began a

conga line to ‘500 miles’ by the

Proclaimers. Other songs included The

Pokémon theme tune, ever-present ‘Mr.

Brightside’ by the Killers, the Grease

Medley and Rock classic ‘Bohemian

Rhapsody’ by Queen. Spirits were also

raised when ‘YMCA’ by the Village

People was played, with students replac-

ing the words with “CTYI”.Sighs and

(some) tears were omitted when the first

notes of ‘American Pie’ by Don McLean

signaled the disco to an end, with the

students kicking off their shoes and the

capacity of the disco forming a huge cir-

cle around the ‘Nevermores’ (students in

their final year).

Overall the first disco was a huge

success and continues to be a huge part

of the session for CTYI and CAT year

after year.

The second disco was, with much

argument from students changed from

the usual Saturday night spot to Friday

night, due to complications with the DJ.

The main problem there was that stu-

dents like to shop for clothes/ acces-

sories on the Saturday day trip to

Blanchardstown. However, the disco

went on and was a huge success. 

Once again all traditional songs were

played at, this time around, non-themed

disco. It was a great night with mosh pits

and raves galore, along with large

groups of people heading outside to the

water area for a bit of fresh air. 

The general reaction was good, with

high hopes and expectations for this

week’s final disco. Expect it to end the

session with a bang.

Muireann McKenna &

Liam Murray

The media portrays us as freaks: We only make it worse

Harry Hennessy

Many of you have seen documentaries

on CTYI where we are portrayed as

genius freaks, where only the oddest and

nerdiest parts of us and this 3 week

course are displayed. Yes, we have a

right to be annoyed and to moan about

it, but how can we when we’re proving

their argument every week?

“This week we are a disadvantaged ten-

nis club from broken homes” said

Danny, which was met with gales of

laughter from everyone present.  Except,

and I’m sorry to say this folks, it is not

funny.  This ridiculous sentence

explained what we would be pretending

to be when we went to the Botanic

Gardens, as CTYI had been banned

years before because, according to leg-

end, someone ate a mushroom from the

gardens and ended up paralysed in the

face.  However, at the risk of sounding

sappy, not only are there actually people

from broken homes who have been

through horrible ordeals, but it is a crude

irresponsible thing to do.

I know what you’re thinking. It’s just a

joke, and we were banned from the gar-

dens because apparently someone ate a

mushroom and became paralysed! But

it’s not funny; it’s a cheap irresponsible

laugh that does no good for our reputa-

tion. And as for our so-called reason for

making up cruel insensitive comments,

come on! If there even ever was a ban,

then they would clearly know it is us

when we come in, and even if they did-

n’t, they would have long forgotten by

now. And we all know that, we just opt

out for our silly, stupid, almost even tra-

dition of a joke.

And so, I look to the man in charge who

has turned a blind eye to this childish

practise and has allowed it to thrive,

despite the damage it could cause to our

reputation. Yes, that’s you Colm. I can

only hope you read this article and ban

this foul tradition.
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Canteen food: The Good,

the Bad and the Ugly

After the first day, mocking the food in

the canteen becomes a common practice

during each meal. It’s rare to hear any

word of praise for the food, but is it real-

ly as bad as everyone says or is it just an

exaggerated joke?

Using two surveys, here are our results:

A lot of people have said the chips are

undercooked but this does not seem to

be such a problem when they serve the

skinny chips rather than the fat chips so

maybe this problem is easily rectified.

Although, one student asked simply for

“less chips” and “more variety”.

The soup and filled bread rolls got the

lowest ratings along with the chips. I’ve

been led to believe that the soup is the

main reason for the low ratings. They

are said to be over-spiced and to not

taste like the type of soup they are meant

to be.

The chicken burgers also got a lot of

negative ratings. Students found them to

be dry and some even claim they were ill

after eating them. 

I’ve also heard complaints about the

quality and variety of vegetarian food

available. Most vegetarians seem to end

Catherine Bowen &

Róisin McGuigan

up eating pasta most days.

Personally, I find some of these criti-

cisms to be a little harsh but they are the

opinions of those we interviewed,

though there were several who believe it

is “not as bad a people say”.

However, according to our surveys, there

are some good foods, with the sausages

and burgers being generally well liked,

as are the pizza and pasta.

For these reasons, here are our conclu-

sions:

The good:

Burgers

Sausages

Pizza

Pasta

The bad:

Chips

Rashers

Curry

The ugly:

Soup

Filled bread rolls

Chicken burgers

Jamie the Ginger Revealed
Clódagh Graham-Flynn

Jamie Pearson Evans, a 14 year old ctyi

student, sat down with us to discuss

what it was like in ctyi. The main topics

of conversation were CATs, CTYIzens

and his hair!

Jamie told us that he was a CAT stu-

dent last year. When asked what that was

like he said “Being a CAT is different

from being in CTYI. We don’t take the

traditions seriously but take the ‘game

where you win your RA group points ’

very seriously.” 

We asked him what happened to his

hair. He said it was meant to be blonde

but light brown hair and blonde hair dye

make ginger, but he liked it because it

was different and he liked to be different

but we think it was to catch the eye of a

‘certain someone’, cough cough.

When we asked other people what

they thought about Jamie they said:

“ He’s nice and a good friend.”

“He’s a pimp!” 

“Jamie? Oh, he’s so cute and looks like a

bear when he wears his ‘pimp jacket’”

“Jamie is a legend! “

“Ginger alert”

“Gives Dazzle a run for his money, in

the babe magnet stakes”
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CTYI Pirates - The tradition continues

Eoin Staunton – the ‘original pirate’ is

quite possibly the biggest legend ever

known to CTYI.  Without him, many of

today’s CTYI traditions such as ‘Pirate

Wednesday’ would never exist. An inter-

esting fact is that apparently in 2007, he

was known as ‘Creepy Eoin’. His first

sword was broken by Eva Short in the

first few days of session 2 2008 and it

wasn't until Blanchardstown that he

acquired a new one, once he had this

new sword he made attempts to use it for

EVERYTHING; including a tray for his

cups of water in the canteen and a reason

for people to stop chasing him in capture

the flag. After the last disco, Pirate Eoin

passed down the Pirate prefix to Deco,

making him ‘Pirate Deco’ the pirate for

2009-2011. His reason for passing this

role on to Deco was because of his

apprentice style relationship with him-

he seemed to have been showing him the

roots of the trade throughout the three

weeks. Deco was honoured to accept this

great responsibility of being THE Pirate.

Pirate Deco then went on to be The

Pirate for the majority of Session 2

2009. He then chose Mark Dee to be the

Pirate for 2011 onwards. Since Deco too

is attending 2011, there is two pirates on

campus at once, Deco as captain and

Mark as his first mate. When Cliff

Burnstein visited CTYI Pirate Declan

asked him "What are your views on pira-

cy?” Pirate Deco got banned from the

second disco for throwing water bal-

loons at sportalians. Totally worth it.He

sang "Falling Slowly" by Glen Hansard

with his guitar at the Talent Show.

Pirate Garb

Brown fake leather hat with a feather

Black cloth hat with gold trim (given to

First Mate Mark Dee)

Piratical Musket stolen from Fiona

Caverly

Jackets, shirts and waistcoats.

Swords

2008 sword gotten in Smyth’s- same

model as Pirate Eoin's (makes ridicu-

lously loud noise)

2009 same sword as 2008 and another

replica stolen from "Jiminy"

2010 Cutlass stolen from roommate in

09, medieval sword stolen from Eunice

Collins (the Cliff Bernstein Sword) only

to be taken by Sportalians, New cutlass

stolen from Ciara O' Hagan.

As you can see, there are a lot of tradi-

tions in this particular subject, and hope-

fully, Mark Dee will carry on the tradi-

tions and honour of being the official

CTYI pirate, after that, who knows?

One thing's for sure, however, the pirates

will never die out…

Tomás O’Dwyer

North v South
The South (by Brian Burke)

Munster, the province that covers the

south of this island, is traditionally noted

for its beautiful towns and breathtaking

scenery but also for its people’s kindness

and warm hospitality. Here at CTYI

there are many from this part of the

country including Dublin. 

Students from the greater Dublin area do

not have any journey to the DCU cam-

pus and the same goes for students from

the other Leinster counties but students

from the province of Munster, especially

Cork and Kerry, have a much longer

journey to CTYI. From parts of Cork

and Kerry, journeys can take up to three

hours. This makes coming to CTYI a

greater hardship to people from these

areas.

People from Cork and other counties

with strong accents are also subject to

ridicule from their peers because of their

accent. The journalism teacher in CTYI

Andrew Payne, when asked if there were

certain people that were hard to inter-

view stated “People from Cork because

they talk so fast”. This shows how peo-

ple with strong accents are discriminated

against, even by supposedly adult and

independent teachers. This is an example

of how people from the southern half of

the country have life harder in CTYI

than others.

The North (by Holly Burns)

Ulster, which covers and is almost com-

pletely contained by Northern Ireland,  is

a fantastic place. With Belfast in Co.

Antrim and Newry in Co. Down,

Northern Ireland is a good place for

shopping. It also has a wide range of

beauty spots and fantastic views, my

own area (along Carlingford Lough in

Co. Down) having the sparkling sea bor-

dered by the Mourne and Cooley moun-

tains. 

The journey to DCU from Ulster is,

unfortunately, dismally long, taking sev-

eral hours. This probably explains the

lack of Northern CTYIzens- the journey

is too long, plus the programme is not as

well known in the north as in the south.  

Northern accents seem to be very popu-

lar at DCU. Many people have come up

to me simply to tell me how much they

love my accent, then I never see them

again. The exam system is different

between the North and the South- I still

have to catch myself them I mention my

upcoming GCSE exams, to also mention

that they’re ‘a bit like the Junior Cert’.
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Country Shane

Shane Finn is a well known and much

loved person at CTYI. This is his second

year at CTYI, last year he did

Astronomy and this year he’s doing

Economics and Politics. The year before

that he did Criminology in CAT.

He’s 15 and lives in Ballinabrackey,

County Meath. He enjoys walking and

numismatics (coin collecting) and his

chores include bringing in the turf.

These are the results of my Q and A:

What’s your favourite canteen food

and what’s your opinion of the can-

teen food?

“Lasagne I suppose but I don’t really

like it that much. Definitely not the

water anyway, I hate the water.”

“I suppose I should be grateful for any

food I get from anyone but it’s not my

favourite”

What do you think of CTYI?

“Ah it’s great now, sure, you know. It’s

good; it gives people a chance to explore

new fields of interest.”

What do you think of your page on

Wikipedia? 

“Ah I suppose it’s grand I suppose but

it’s a bit strange having people record

what you say. Still, it’s a bit of fun.”

If you’ve recorded anything funny that

Shane has said this year, please visit:

http://www.talesofthequad.com/wiki/Quo

tes_2010#Country_Shane_.28Finn.29_i.e

._The_Most_Amazing_Man_Who_EVE

R_Lived.

What type of music, books ad movies

do you like?

Music: “I don’t know. I listen to the new

releases so I can have an opinion on

them but usually the opinions are not

positive.”

Books: “Dracula by Bram Stoker.”

Movies: “The Hunt for Red October or

Inception.”

Do you sing in the shower and if so,

what do you sing?

“Yes, there are a few things I’m prone to

singing but I will not discuss them at

this time. If anyone wants to know, they

can ask me privately, in person.”

What do you think of infidelity? 

“It makes me sick to my stomach.”

Do most people in Ballinabrackey

have your accent?

“Here, people think I’ve a country

accent but down there they think I’m

posh for some reason so I don’t know.”

What advice would you give newbies?

“Be yourself.”

Shane’s top ten things to bring to

CTYI:

Radio, 

Phone, 

Jaffa cakes, 

Thirteen pots of jelly, 

Clothes  (because “…you couldn’t have

everyone running around naked”), 

Fresh fruit (preferably  mandarins), 

A book, 

Towels,

Soap.

Roisin McGuigan

Dazzle: The man behind the hair

Darragh Hannafy, more readily recog-

nised as Dazzle, has wrought havoc on

the DCU campus. Left, right and centre,

broken hearted girls amble aimlessly

down corridors, mere ghosts of their for-

mer selves after ruthless rejections from

Dazzle. Will we ever know why this 13

year old Galway native oozes raw, undi-

luted sex appeal? Dazzle is currently tak-

ing part in the Business and Innovation

course in CTYI, a testament to the gifted

young Dub that he is. Could it be the dry

wit and charm of young Dazzle that pro-

vides the allure? The wavy, lush, not to

mention expertly high-lighted hair of

Dazzle captures the attention of every-

one within a 10 meter radius. His hiber-

nating 6-pack demands innumerable

double takes.

However Dazzle is not just one great

lump of sex appeal but is also a kind car-

ing individual, who would rather spend

time frolicking in fields with his hounds

than locking lips with the cornucopia of

courtiers beating down his front door. 

Should any girl wish to find him, Dazzle

is often found in the great outdoors, run-

ning rings around the other inferior play-

ers on the football pitch. He lords over

mere mortals on the sports grounds with

his startling speed and agility. He leaves

destruction in his wake after dancing his

way through a group of opponents with

the football glued to the laces of his

shiny shoes. For Dazzle, the football is

the easy part. Bearing the burden of

restoring the nobility of a coward infect-

ed game is the hard part. With the heart

of a lion, Dazzle is our first choice for

the tough task.

“He is a complete hero!” says Tomas O’

Dwyer, a fellow classmate from Galway.

“What a smexy shmad lad?!” says Ciara

Moran, chair woman of the Dazzle

appreciation club

He is truly the man of the moment. From

the hair to the inner depths of his soul

Dazzle never disappoints.

Nadia Hourihan &

Brian Burke
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Activity Reviews

90s Appreciation

Last week, during activities, I went

along to The Henry Gratton building for

90s appreciation with Tom. In the activi-

ty, living up to the name, we reminisced

and appreciated the decade of the 1990s.

With the majority of the group born in

the 90s, this seemed like a fitting activi-

ty. 

The activity began with a 90s themed

table quiz, where we split into groups

and enjoyed five rounds of questions on

pop culture topics ranging from music to

television shows. In between rounds, and

ably led by Tom, we danced to every-

one’s favourite cheesy 90s hits, such as

Saturday Night by Whigfield and the

Macerena.

We then enjoyed an episode of every-

one’s favourite teen 90s sitcom,

Nickelodeon’s famous ‘Kenan and Kel’.

I caught up with fellow participant

Tomás O’ Dwyer who described the

activity as an “entertaining and an enjoy-

able experience”.

It compared well to the other activi-

ties, attracting a wide variety of 90s-born

students from the other appealing activi-

ties, such as nutsac. Tom brought great

life to the activity, learning the dances in

advance, so as to give an enthusiastic

and full-bodied performance for the stu-

dents to follow.

Overall, it was a nostalgic trip down

memory lane for all involved and an

excellent activity in general, judging

from the great reaction from the group.

Liam Murray & Tomás O’Dwyer

The Nerds of the World took part in some of this year’s activities. Here our
reporters fill you in on what you may have missed...

Capture the Flag

‘Fun, challenging but an exciting game,’

said one student when I asked him his

opinion on one of CTYI’s best games:

Capture the Flag. A game of stealth,

speed and generally not being noticed,

Capture the Flag aims to test participants

in these three skills in an action-packed

game regarded by most CTYIzens as

one of the best that the course has intro-

duced. 

Capture the Flag is a game that

pits two teams of thirty-five against each

other in a struggle for the victory. The

field is divided in half by cones and each

team owns a side. Two flags (usually

hockey sticks) are placed at the furthest

corner at the end of the field and a jail is

sectioned off at the other by three cones. 

The aim of the game is to get

the opposition’s flag from their side to

yours. Seems simple? Well it isn’t. If

you are tipped in the opposition’s side of

the field then you have to go to jail. You

then can only be freed by a slap on the

hand by a team mate and you cannot do

anything until you get back onto your

own side. If you are tipped while hold-

ing the flag then you drop it and go to

jail. The flag remains where it is on the

ground until it is either moved by your

team again or the round ends. You can-

not throw the flag either or go out of the

boundary line.

Many critics will say that as

it is an outdoor game and given Ireland’s

reputation, it will not be played a lot. It

can be a rough game at times so there is

always a chance of injury. Also, it is

occasionally difficult to see the flag

when it is lying on the ground after a

team’s attempt to bring it to their half, so

a member of that team may not see it in

time to pick it up and dodge the oncom-

ing enemy player. It can go on for many

rounds and on the occasion that the

teams are unfair, it can get boring after a

while.

But as I believe (and I’m

sure most of you will agree) this isn’t the

case. Yes, I will admit that Ireland has a

tendency to rain but as the current sum-

mer has told us, it doesn’t rain a lot. It

may involve a lot of running and push-

ing but as far as injuries go, they don’t

happen on a daily or even a weekly

basis. 

I will also admit that the

flag on the ground is a problem but all

you need to do is look where the opposi-

tion appears mostly in bunches and that

is where it is to be found. Or, you could

just ask an exceptionally tall person/RA

to tell you where it is. Finally, on the

rare occasion that the teams are unfair,

then it is common for the RAs to step in

and change up the teams.

So as you can see, I give

this game the thumbs up. Solutions

could be provided for some of the issues

raised like a movable stand for the flag

so that it is in plain view for both teams.

For the ‘rough game’ scenario then all

you have to do is keep the game to tip-

ping opponents to put them in jail. As I

said earlier on the unfair teams criticism,

although it rarely happens teams do get

swapped around.

Seán McMahon

Nutsac, the Game of Champions!

Nutsac is a game traditionally played

with a sock (which belongs to Danny)

filled with rice in the stone circles out-

side the canteen. The game is simple to

catch on to but will challenge even the

most experienced CTYIzens! It was

invented by Ultan as a project in college.

Nutsac is a popular game amongst CTYI

students. 

How to Play

The object is simple; get other people

out by throwing the Nutsac at them and

actually hitting them! The last person

standing wins.

There are only two rules in the game;

1. No overarm throwing

2. When someone has picked up the

Nutsac, you cannot move your feet!

3. No mercy!!!

Ducking and dodging the Nutsac are dif-

ficult to master at first, but if you are an

experienced Nutsac player you will get

the hang of it –eventually! Recent varia-

tions of the game include ‘ducksac’ and

‘rollsac’. 

Ellen O’Rourke & Clódagh Graham-
Flynn
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Discussion

As I walked around the Quad looking

for an activity to do for the evening, I

noticed two pirates holding up a sign

saying ‘NEWBIE APPRECIATION’. I,

being a Newbie, thought this looked

mildly more interesting than some of the

other activities on that day. I signed up,

as directed by aforementioned pirates,

for ‘discussion’.

The group who had chosen to do

‘discussion’ made their way to a nearby

park to discuss in a comfortable environ-

ment. Two rings formed; one large ring

of people who had arrived, no doubt, to

discuss politics or something equally as

boring, and a very tiny circle of newbies

(such as myself) staring intently at the

two pirates. 

The discussion began, and the two

pirates (one of whom is Pirate Deco, the

other is Ben, and I’m not sure if he even

counts as a pirate) launched themselves

into an elaborate description about the

various traditions at CTYI. They told us

about Pirate Wednesday, Bathrobe

Thursday, and Formal Friday. As more

people joined the little circle from the

big one, we Newbies were educated on

Sportalians, discos, and the Points Game

(Which, may I mention, does not exist).

They also told us that the Points Game is

fictional. Entirely. 100%. Do not believe

in its being real, for real it is not. There

is no such thing as the Points Game. At

all. Nada. Zero. Zilch.

By the end of the allotted time, a

considerable amount of people had

joined the ‘Newbie Appreciation’ ring.

Deco and Ben were loving the attention,

and would no doubt have continued their

fabulous lecture well into the night if it

weren’t for the fact that Study Time had

arrived.

I attended Discussion a second time

on Monday 19th July. It was not worth

writing about. Aside from a few giggles

and some admirably strong-opinioned

participants, I found the most recent

Discussion worthy of polite applause

only for those who had the guts to

express their ideas. 

Holly Burns

Mafia

A useless attempt at a game, Mafia

proves to be utterly confusing with over-

complicated rules and a complete lack of

fun. Sleep is its only possible use, and

yet we’re repeatedly awoken to partake

by fresh-faced RA’s who for some rea-

son still have energy an hour in. Not

only that, but the RA’s lack of control

accompanied with over-enthusiastic

younglings added to the mind-numbing

effect by giving one a headache. Not a

good combination. 

Harry Hennessy

Meditation

“Namaste,” said Maeve softly as she

pressed her palms together and bowed

deeply to me. I bowed back and knew

immediately I had entered an activity of

peace and tranquillity. Until the two RAs

organising it burst out laughing. And the

whole group joined in. That was when I

realised how much fun this activity was

going to be.

All of us students gathered in a circle

and closed our eyes. Between school-girl

giggles, Maeve was attempting to tell us

to count to ten and focus intensely on

each individual number. I’d say four

people took her seriously, two fell asleep

and the rest of the class laughed. From

start to finish, it was just a whole lot of

laughing. Which, I personally think was

a lot more relaxing and refreshing than

imaginary meadows and telling our-

selves we were amazing people.  

Shane Morgan

National Aquatic Centre

Last Sunday, the 17th of July, I headed

on the CTYI/CAT day trip to the

National Aquatic Centre in

Blanchardstown. 

With the large demand for places

among the other day trip choices, the

group was divided onto two buses.

When the final RA roll calls had finished

up, we were ready to head for

Blanchardstown. I travelled on the first

bus and spirits were high with people

excited to arrive at the swimming centre. 

Upon arrival, I was greeted by the

smell of chlorine, from the entrance to

the queue to pay the entry fee. After pay-

ing in, the group headed to the changing

rooms to get ready. 

Upon coming out, the centre was full

of families and serious swimmers alike.

To begin, I headed to the ‘lazy river’ to

swim. I then tried out the three slides. I

decided to give the surfing ‘master

blaster’ a go before heading to the

Jacuzzi for some relaxing time. Finally, I

headed into the competition pool for

some lengths. After almost two hours

there, we  headed out to the changing

rooms as a group for the final time. 

Although it dragged on a little bit,

with limited things to do, and it didn’t

have quite the same appeal to me as

when I was younger, it was, never the

less, an enjoyable experience for the

entire group and compared well to the

other activities.

Liam Murray

Ultimate Frisbee

ou honestly thought that students would

settle for just regular Frisbee? Ultimate

Frisbee brings the game further with two

teams a set of rules and of course, a

Frisbee. For those less sporty than oth-

ers, it’s also a good opportunity to

socialise, though play it at least once.

You might be surprised.   Ultimate

Frisbee is played in the park next to

campus. The rules of the game are as

follows:   The teams begin at opposite

ends of the field. When you have the

Frisbee you cannot move, you have to

throw it to a member of your team. The

object of the game is to get the Frisbee

to the other side of the field, and have a

member of your team catch it over the

line. This earns you a point. The team

with the most points wins.  An exciting

game, and very easy to play. One student

described it as a ‘fiery competitive battle

to the death for the Americans, but not

so much for the Irish students’. Yet

another great activity to take part in.

Sarah Howard
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Party Games

On the first day, choosing my activity

was easy. As soon as I saw the small

white sign behind Tom and Danielle, I

knew what I would be signing up for.’

Party games’ was the perfect activity for

me- minimum amount of movement and

almost no skill required.

Arriving at a small classroom in the

Henry Grattan Building, I soon realised

that there were far too many of us. It

was obvious that many others had had

the same thoughts of reasoning as me.

The RAs however seemed to think they

could make it work.

We started with a game of Musical

Statues. Tom’s choice of music suited

the group perfectly, with artists such as

The Spice Girls and Beyonce. The game

continued until the RAs deemed the

group “too good”.

Next we were faced with the chal-

lenge of finding our celebrity other-half.

A post-it was placed on each of our

backs with the name of a celebrity. Our

job was to try and figure out who we

were and then find our celebrity wife,

husband, girlfriend or boyfriend. Some

star couples were Posh and Becks,

Homer and Marge Simpson and Justin

Bieber and Selena Gomez.

Finally we had a game of Gunslinger,

a fast-paced game of passing a ‘charge’

along the circle of people. It was compli-

cated and I am still confused of the

rules, but in the moment it was entertain-

ing and easily the best game of all. It

ended with a shoot-out between the final

two contestants and the activity came to

a close.

‘Party Games’ is the ideal activity for

people who, like me, are talentless when

it comes to sports and any other activity

which involves a great deal of effort. It

was light-hearted and proved to be an

excellent choice of activity.

Ann Upton

Rounders

A sigh of relief is exhaled as class ends

for another day. Students think of their

long afternoon in sheer optimism. What

they could do?  Sun bathe in the park,

surf the web, play rounders. 

Yes, as the average student walks

into the much acclaimed quad each day

at 3 o’ clock, they pray, that upon the

walls there is not a blank piece of paper

with the fateful word “rounders” plas-

tered on it, a smiley, over enthusiastic

RA standing under it, clipboard in hand.

Rounders, the most feared word of

any CTYI student, they  briskly flocking

to other stations in swarms. Hoping,

Wishing that the other activities have not

yet exceeded their limit, they being

forced to partake in the dreaded

Rounders. When the dust finally settles

you're left with the picture of a once

enthusiastic RA, now ever more enthusi-

astic at the thought of a much craved

afternoon off from physically challenged

teenagers.  Their hopes are quickly

dashed as teenagers, scowls on their

faces return, to their last resort.

Rounders. 

You are then taken to the park and

forced to line up so they can count you

to make sure no one is missing, they

secretly hoping somebody is unaccount-

ed for so they can be dismissed from

watching students attempt to hit the ball

with a “weird” wooden object, common-

ly called a bat. With all students

accounted for the unlucky RA  proceeds

to split the defeated group into two

groups, firstly doing their usual check to

see who wants to ‘take a break’. With

half the group now sitting down making

daisy chains one team steps up to bat,

the other huddled in little groups around

the playing pitch. When, after many

attempts, the ball finally connects with

the bat one enthusiastic child races to

fetch it before the student on the oppos-

ing team makes it to the base, which is

usually quite a long time. When it is

finally retrieved from the bushes the

next child steps up to bat. This continues

until the opposing team catches the ball,

the teams then swapping places. 

This continues for some time, until

the RA gets  fed up and decides we can

go back for dinner 20 minutes early once

we “walk slowly “ or the game is left

with no players, they falling off one by

one when they realise the pointlessness

of the game. 

When asked what they think of

rounders a journalism student Liam

Murray said “it was fun and enjoyable

because Lucy plays it too” Tomás O’

Dwyer adamantly stating “the best part

is when it’s over!”

Rounders, the last resort for CTYI

students every afternoon, a game of skill

and stamina. Rounders, a traditional

CTYI afternoon activity one all should

try, for the experience of sitting in the

sun, socialising and laughing with

friends, something CTYI is all about.

Muireann McKenna

Soccer

The game of soccer is regularly played

at activities in CTYI. I myself an avid

sportsman am delighted by this.

Normally the activity is organised by the

ever athletic Donnacha or the talented

Dave. Although soccer would not be

considered a mainstream activity at

CTYI it is a good way to let off some

steam by halving Donnacha or Dave in a

crunching tackle. 

Who can ignore the thrill of falling to

the wet and muddy ground or of losing

your footing after a heroic piece of drib-

bling skills? Soccer is a game for every-

one. When playing the people who are

good and want a competitive game, the

people who are just there to sit down and

talk are duly worried about their playing

ability but there is no need to be, so if

you‘re bad at soccer don’t just say I’ll

just be bad and in the way, you won’t be.

Brian Burke & Billy Kavanagh
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Class Reviews

Computer Gaming

Last Wednesday, (the 20th of July,)

Tomas Dwyer and I headed into the

institute of computing to the ‘Computer

Gaming’ class, with kind permission

from their teacher to have a quick taste

of the class.

Upon going on, we noticed around

20-25 students busily working at making

prototype-games using advanced com-

puter software, working towards present-

ing their final projects for evaluation. 

Generally, the course looked good to

Tomas and I, but I decided to see what

the students had to say for themselves.

In general, they gave short responses,

immersed in their games.  I walked over

to Shane Daly, who was working busily

at his detailed zombie game, to ask him

about the course. “[It] has a lot to offer

as a course,” he began. “The things we

learn could really help us in later life.

It's very good,” he chuckled in no

attempt to avoid the general answer

cliché. 

I walked over to Connor, to be honest

eager to try out his game. 

Upon asking for his views on

Computer Gaming, he replied:

“absolutely brilliant. I’ll definitely come

back next year.” The moment then came

for me to try out his games, which

included running through a maze, avoid-

ing cacti and racing head to head with a

CPU player. After pointing out a tiny

error in the maze, he fixed it in the blink

of an eye, making the game even more

enjoyable. 

I headed over to Jack, in his first year

of CTYI for a chat. He described the

course as: “Really cool. (It’s great actu-

ally making games”). I asked him how

CTYI compared to school and he

replied: “It’s great. In school, we have

one computer per class, with the running

capacity of a stone.” He said that he’s

definitely coming back next year.

Finally, I asked TA David what he

thought about the course, to which he

replied: “Excellent. If I could go back in

time I’d definitely do it”. 

Overall, Computer Gaming compares

really well to the other courses and,

judging from the students’ reaction, defi-

nitely worth doing.

Liam Murray & Tomás O’Dwyer

Ever wondered what it would have been like to do a different course this year? Not
sure which course you’d like to try next year? The Nerds of the World visited 
different classrooms around CTYI to see what they were learning...
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Architecture
“It’s interesting,” was all I could get

from the students after class ended. The

Architecture 2011 class left a striking

impression on us. Our time in the

Architecture class could have been a bit

better. Though then again, maybe we are

not being very fair as we did not spend a

whole lot of time there and it may have

been an off day for the class.

There were many things to be com-

plimented about in the class. The room

was brilliantly decorated by designs and

plans of houses and intriguing objects

which indicates the students’ potential to

become respectable architects in the

future and class discussions which usual-

ly took place after a video was shown.

A democratic vote was also taken to

determine the overall opinion of the

class on the structures viewed by the

class.

The class seems to be in capable

hands as the Instructor and the TA were

actively involved in the lesson.

Discipline did have to be exercised with

punishments like removing students

from their seat to be put near the top of

the class. Sounds like primary school but

we are not about to question the

teacher’s methods.

After viewing the behaviour of the

class, taking notes about the methods of

the instructor and conferring about in

what way should we write this, we have

decided that Architecture is a class in

which you will either really enjoy or

really hate.

Seán McMahon & Ellen O’Rourke



Journalism
Objective reporting is a crucial factor in

bettering oneself as a journalist,  an issue

constantly raised in class by Andrew (the

BEST teacher) and Nigel ( T.A extraor-

dinaire – Cool as a Cucumber) .  

Therefore, it is with complete objec-

tivity in my heart that I say journalism is

THE BEST COURSE IN CTYI!

We gathered some “extremely unbiased”

quotes from a handful of journalism stu-

dents:

“We love you Nigel!”

“In my expert opinion, I like it”

“Great insight into the world of journal-

ism” 

“For the first week I looked forward to

the journalism aspect. Now it’s just

Nigel”

Echoing the words of Tina Turner, one

student captured the essence of journal-

ism “Simply the best, better than all the

rest!” 

There may have been MANY times

when we have gone astray from the topic

of journalism, but every invigorating dis-

cussion kept us absorbed and engaged in

the lessons. Though we suffered the loss

of Rollo, the class pulled through, and

re-emerged fighting stronger than ever. 

We delved into the particularities of

interviewing, investigative reporting,

feature-writing, comment and opinion

pieces, the ‘comedy’ talk show - which

is Fox News, not to mention an in-depth

analysis of the Watergate scandal and of

course the chance to meet the Leinster

Rugby team and Christine Bohan - jour-

nalist for the Guardian.

So all in all, with a Tom Cruise look-

alike teacher and Nigel, the chance to

write our own newspaper and present a

radio show, journalism is definitely a

course which every CTYIzen should try. 

Nadia Hourihan & Ciara Moran

Japanese
Upon entering the Japanese classroom, we were greeted by

friendly waves and a few people saying お早う (‘Ohayo’ -
which I’m fairly sure means ‘good morning’). The class

were currently learning about Japanese instruments on the

projector.  The class had a lively and upbeat atmosphere and

had no problem taking us under their wing for the time we

were there. Despite the amount of information and culture

they were learning in the short length of time, they learned

it in an entertaining and enjoyable way, such as a video of

the Star Wars theme on the shamisen and a Hitsune Miku

concert.

The class was full of laughs but knew how to

become serious when discussing some of the more challeng-

ing aspects of Japanese life. The TI, Joss is well-loved, but

also has the respect of all his students. He has lived in Japan

and has interesting anecdotes about everything from awk-

wardly-named anime to arranged marriages. If we weren’t in

Journalism, we’d want to be in Japanese!

Catherine Bowen & Clódagh Graham-Flynn
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Behavioural Psychology

I walked into Behavioural Psychology to

find the students saying what they would

like to be when they grow up and being

told whether it was possible or not. At

first, I was utterly bewildered, people

were saying things like “when I grow

up, I want to be a window washer” and

the teacher told them straight away that

that wasn’t possible. The students went

on to name all manner of professions

and I couldn’t find any pattern as to why

some were told they could have the job

and others were told they couldn’t.

Eventually, it emerged that students were

only being told they could have their

desired job if they folded their arms as

they said it. I wondered how that could

possibly be related to behavioural psy-

chology until their teacher explained that

everyone would have eventually copied

the other students who were folding their

arms because humans automatically

copy the body language of those around

them.

She went on to talk about someone

called Freud and his theories. She

explained it in a clear and interesting

manner that even I could understand.

The class seemed motivated and interest-

ed with a bit of friendly banter going on

as well. All in all, I thought Behavioural

Psychology seemed like a very interest-

ing subject which I would happily rec-

ommend. However, you should be

warned that Psychology A is for under

15s and they don’t get  to do everything

that B gets to do.

Róisin McGuigan



Novel Writing
When we arrived the students were hard

at work at their class novel. I was told

by a student that they had spent a lot of

time figuring out characters, plot, etc,

and it clearly had paid off, as the writing

was excellent and creative. The activities

they had done in class also seemed

extremely enjoyable, including reverse

gender fairytales (e.g. Prince Snow

White and the seven Dwarfettes!) 

The teacher was also praised by her

students, one of which said “The teacher

is really good. She isn’t condescending.

She treats us well and the work is really

fun. You can feel it making you better.”

The TA also praised the teacher, (Claire

Hennessy, writer of 9 published novels),

and said she was “Fantastic. And she’s

very kind to TA’s!” The participation and

enjoyment of the class was very high if

not at maximum and their also seemed

to be a lot of fun and banter, with many

private jokes such as Claire shouting out

random words (e.g. Pineapple) to get

attention in class!

All in all the class seemed very

enjoyable, constructive and memorable.

I would highly recommend it to anyone

in search of a productive 3 weeks and a

lot of fun.

Harry Hennessy
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Maths Experience
To be honest, our expectations of

this class were not high. As jour-

nalism students, maths is not our

strong point and we had no idea

what to expect. However, we were

pleasantly surprised. Most of the

students seemed to find this class

fun. 

Yes, fun. They were immersed

in what their teacher had to say on

the subject of tori (a topological

space which is a product of two

circles!).  The teacher, Emily,

(with the help of Fiona, TA)

taught maths in an interesting

manner, making several jokes

which were incomprehensible to

us but had the Maths Experience

students in fits.

The students spoke in a mathe-

matical code containing indeci-

pherably long words which

seemed to be designed to baffle

the non-numerically-minded.

However, we did learn from our

'Experience'. The ‘Hairy Ball’ the-

orem, tori and the Klein bottle

were among some of the lessons

taught. Perhaps if we had been

present for the beginning of the

class we would have understood

more. 

Unfortunately, we were only

there for a half-hour so we only

got a taste of what Maths

Experience has to offer.

Michelle Beazley & Maeve
Doheny

Medicine
As soon as you enter the Medicine class-

room it quickly becomes clear that you

are well out of your depth. They discuss

the complexities of cystic fibrosis but

although this is a highly technical topic,

just a few minutes in the class enables

you to glean a basic understanding of the

topic. This is credit to the teacher

Katherine Orme who is kind and friend-

ly to the students. The highly technical

and near incomprehensible definitions

are explained in a clear manner.

The class seems to have a good

atmosphere around it. Katherine stated in

the class that she holds the students

“especially close to my heart”. Students

are free to contribute their opinions and

some like Aidan O’ Mahoney make ter-

rible jokes. The class is very well

behaved and during our time in the

classroom the sun shone through the

window and created halos around the

heads of the students. Overall it seems

that the Medicine class is enjoyable

while also being academically benefi-

cial.

Brian Burke & Saooirse McCann
Callanan



War and Conflict Studies
We were led in to room XG19 by Joan

the TA and given a seat at the back of

the room, where we observed the class.

As the class watched a documentary

called the Fog of War the TA explained

that the class had so far studied conflict

as far back as the start of the 20th centu-

ry.

The class had covered various topics

including both World Wars and the Cold

War. Towards the end of the course the

class should cover more modern wars

such as Iraq and Afghanistan. 

We were also told that the course

wouldn’t look at the conflict on the

ground but more on the reasons and

morality of going to war. The course

also included the laws and rights of war

like the exclusion of chemical weapons

in war.

According to a student she told us

that the class is “fast paced” and the

work hard.

With trips to Collins Barracks and

Kilmainham Gaol this is an interesting

and exciting course although you should

be warned that while the TA said the

photographs of dead body weren’t  gory

one student said that there were photos

of ‘mass graves ,mangled bodies and

burnt children.’

Despite this confusion we highly rec-

ommend this course.

Billy Kavanagh & Jude Doherty

Philosophy

Entering the class with previous opin-

ions was pointless as everything we

believed in was questioned within min-

utes. 

Walking into a discussion of political

philosophy, we thought we’d catch up

pretty quickly, but the minutes ticked by

and we were getting nowhere. The class

however seemed perfectly capable of

keeping up and voicing their ideas. 

Fiachra holds a captive audience as

he quietly quizzes the class, many of

whom can ably defend their opinions

and views against his questions. We

however, were left slightly confused by

the philosophy jargon and intense debate

on autonomy and liberty. Well, confused

is somewhat of an understatement.  

To wrap up the class before lunch,

Fiachra proposed a philosophical puzzle

to lighten the mood, much to the class’s

delight and we were equally happy to

move on to something we might actually

understand. 

Unfortunately we were faced with a

moral dilemma about equality that left

us bewildered. As the class justified their

reasoning, we sat at the back contem-

plating everyday issues that had never

even crossed our minds. 

As we left the Philosophy class, we

realised that we probably would not be

able to think in the same way ever again. 

Also WHY?????

Catherine Finnegan & Ann Upton
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Horoscopes
Words by Michelle Beazley, Maeve Doheny and Ann Upton

Pictures drawn by Holly Burns

Leo
(23 July-23 August)

This month, relax and clear your head. A yoga retreat is

advised. Venus is in its ninth rotation, so spiritual guidance is

a must. Beware of Dressing-gown Thursdays and the number

nine. This is a perfect time to explore your identity and make

complicated choices about your love life.

Virgo
(24 August-23 September)

This month may be a dangerous one. Look out for Capricorns

who may not be as they seem. Saturn has been in your spiritu-

al 12th house for some years now, and remains there until

August 17th. Work on a new project, such as building your

own spice cabinet - it’ll add some flavour to your life.

Libra
(24 September-23 October)

This is an exciting month. Due to the re-alignment of Jupiter,

new opportunities will arise. You will experience a certain

amount of internal spiritual growth; however your personal

well-being is at risk. Don’t let stress throw you off track; you

are going in the right direction. 

Scorpio
(24 October-22 November)

Love is in the air coming up to the final disco. Be adventur-

ous, you never know what lies behind a Sportalian’s sunglass-

es. The colour blue will be lucky when it comes to finance.

This month, a fallen star will guide you to your ultimate desti-

nation in life. Watch out for the obvious signs of this.
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Sagittarius
(23 November-22 December)

Thoughts of success will consume you this month. The stars

will introduce regret of past decisions. Beware of those who

will plot against you and be sure to take opportunities before

they pass you by. Stay in contact with new alliances made dur-

ing the past few weeks. This will prove to be to your advan-

tage.

Capricorn
(23 December-20 January)

This month a familiar face from the past will reappear. Be

wary and question their motives. Don’t let your insecurities

dishearten you from acting on a hunch that you may have had

for a while now. You have been influenced by a cosmic phase

that has transformed your life. Experiment with your creative

side.

Aquarius
(21 January- 19 February)

This month you will go deep into the spiritual dimensions of

healing. Your understanding of life may be challenged. Rash

decisions are ill-advised according to Mercury. Tackle your

fear of flying; it will bring you to new heights. Seek union

with your enemy. All is not as it seems.

Pisces
(20 February- 20 March)

Arrange travel plans for this month. Some cultural diversity

will transform your views. Learn a new skill- It may become a

trade. Cut ties with past loves and realise the importance of

stability. The moon is in your 5th house of communication and

this may lead to compromising situations.
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Aries

(21 March- 20 April)

You have been pre-occupied with trivial matters so take some

time to sort out your priorities. Realise the importance of fami-

ly as there is tension between those closest to you. The canteen

may be an unlucky place for you over the course of the next

few days. You may experience unwanted change in your life.

Taurus

(21 April-21 May)

As life confuses you, anger will develop towards unwanted

advisors. You may be compelled to lash out but restrain your-

self. Keep your aura’s well-being in mind. The Universe will

enhance your spiritual life. Beware of the colour yellow on the

6th. Try not to let your jealousy consume you.

Gemini

(22 May-21 June)

Continue with your journey of enhancement this month. Don’t

be afraid of musical instruments- such as the ukulele. Also, do

not contain your worries and wallow in self pity. Others are

always ready to help. Be generous- what goes around comes

around. You are compatible with an Aquarius.

Cancer

(22 June-22 July)

This month may be frustrating but hang in there. Try to find

the good in others. The stars have aligned in your favour this

month. Everything revolves around the 30th. What you have

been dreading may not come to pass. Be adventurous and

polite- it is never too late to make new friends.

26



Agony Aunt
There’s a boy back home that I really

like but don’t have the confidence to

say anything because I’m afraid that

he won’t feel the same way. What

should I do? 

It’s simple. Get the confidence. You

don’t know for a fact that he doesn’t feel

the same, do you? No? Then ask him. At

least if he confirms it, you’ll know

where you stand. Guys are stupid, and

they’ll never realise you like them unless

you come straight out with it. You

should never set your hopes too high,

but you should always have some hope.

If you have no confidence in yourself,

how do you expect anyone else to have

confidence in you? <3

I’m bisexual and finding it difficult to

come out to my parents. What should

I do?

Talk to them. It sounds incredibly obvi-

ous, but they’ll learn to accept it. You

can’t keep harbouring a secret like this;

once you get it off your chest you’ll feel

so much better. I don’t know what the

story between you and your parents is,

but in most cases you’d be better off just

letting them know. I know I have trouble

telling my parents anything about my

life, but if it was something as big as this

I think I’d go straight to them. You’re

still their child, and running to your par-

ents is human instinct. You probably

don’t know it, but you need them <3

I really like a boy here at CTYI. I

have a boyfriend at home, but we

don’t talk and we’ve been fighting for

ages. I don’t feel the same way I did

about him at the start, so I really

don’t know what to do. Any advice?

Well, to state the obvious; you’re fight-

ing. Don’t try keeping a dead relation-

ship alive. You don’t like your boyfriend

anymore and you “really like” the boy

here. Break it off with your boyfriend,

and make a move on this guy. At least if

it doesn’t work out with him, you’re free

and single and can do whatever you

want. Live life; don’t let this guy drag

you down :) 

I’m gay, but I have a girlfriend. We’ve

been going out for quite a while now,

and she has no idea about my sexuali-

ty. I want to break it off with her

because I feel guilty, like I’m leading

her on. But at the same time, we’re

really good friends and I don’t want to

ruin that. How can I save our friend-

ship and end our relationship at the

same time?

If you honestly want to save your friend-

ship, just break it off now. The longer

you drag it out, the angrier she’ll be

when this relationship ends. If a relation-

ship only brings you guilt and grief, it’s

not a relationship. Break up with her, but

tell her why you’re doing it. We’re

teenagers, we’ll get over it. We’ll move

on. Get on with your life, and leave her

get on with hers :) 

Anti-Jokes: Where humour meets logic

Why was six afraid of seven?

It wasn’t. Numbers are not sentient and

thus are incapable of feeling fear.

A horse walks into the bar. The bartender

asks “why the long face?” The horse

replies, “My mother died this morning.”

Your mother smells so bad that people

make comments about it behind her back,

and one person mailed her some soap.

Your mother’s so fat that she should prob-

ably be worried about the increased risk

of cardiovascular disease. 

Knock knock.

Come in.

Knock knock.

Who’s there?

Dave.

Dave who?

Dave proceeds to burst into tears as his

grandmother’s Alzheimer’s has reached

the point where she can no longer remem-

ber him.

A duck walks into a bar. Animal control is

promptly called and the duck is released

in a nearby park.

There once was a man from Dundee,

Whose limericks always ended on line

three.

I don’t know why.

Four blondes are driving to Disneyworld.

They finally get to Florida and they see a

sign saying “Disneyland : left”. So they

take the left and have a wonderful time at

the place many people believe to be the

most magical place on Earth.

Roses are red, violets are blue, I've got

Alzheimer's. cheese on toast.  

Why is there no Aspirin in the rainforest?

Because it wouldn’t be financially viable

to try sell pharmaceuticals in the vastly

unpopulated rainforest.

Visit www.anti-joke.com for more logical
humour. 

Ellen O’Rourke & 

Shane Morgan
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CTYI quotes of the year 2011
“Donnacha, you will never play

for Kerry.”

“Sometimes I talk in my sleep

and sometimes I shout and

scream as well.” – Shane Finn

"I propose the immediate removal

of all three Sportalian states from

the European Union. We should

employ contracted JCB drivers to

dig up the borders of Spain and

Italy and simply allow Sportalia

to float away into the Atlantic

Ocean where they can be obnox-

ious and smelly without upsetting

us.” – Pirate Declan (in
Economics & Politics)

“Cork is the real capital, like.” –

Brian Burke

Sasha: "Of all the countries I've

ever visited, Ireland is my

favourite." 

Donal: "That's because I'm here.

I'm Ireland's only greatest attrac-

tion!" 

Sasha: "That would be a bit dis-

appointing..." 

Joss: These toilets are very mod-

ern...  Maurice: Can they talk?

"What doesn't have two thumbs

and you only have sometimes?

Surprise Ham!" – Matthew 

“I think I have a fever…DISCO

FEVER.” – Catherine Finnegan
and Ann Upton (with the help of
Maurice)

“I’m so in love with myself. It’s

hilarious.” – Jamie Pearson
Evans

“I like old people…I just don’t

like eating them.” – Emma Nolan

“Put me in the newspaper.” –

Fergal Cody

“Minty fresh.” – Brian Burke

“The great thing about Naoise's

hair is that he shares it with

everyone. It's like a public serv-
ice.” – Hannah 

Compiled by Shane Morgan and
Ann Upton

Hot

- Snapple

- Diablos

- Shane Morgan

- Harry Potter

- Nigel Smith

Not

- Second Disco

being moved to

Friday

- Canteen food

- Sportalians

- CATs leaving

- Ban on energy

drinks

Has anyone else heard of the

game of touching ‘H’s for good

luck? You race against others

to be the first to hit the H or

simply touch the H for good

luck.

It has become a superstition

for me and I have been playing

for years now. It still excites

me to race against people to be

the first to  the H and be the

one to get the  luck.

I have recently been play-

ing around campus and I have

been trying to get the game to

catch on, but I have found out

there are far too many H’s around, there are 4 from the canteen to Res

alone. I'm just saying, it could become the next big thing and who

knows you may just find a lucky penny or something? What harm can

it do?

Hitting H’s: The next

big thing?
Ellen O’Rourke
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The CTYI Awards 2011!!

Best TA: Nigel Smith

Best: Nigel Smith

Best Teacher: Andrew Payne

Best Male RA: Tom

Best Female RA: Maeve

Best Couple: Holly Burns and Dean Maloney

Best Accent: Shane Finn

Best Hair: Jebet O’Reilly

Funniest Person: Matt Murtagh

Most Desperate for an Award: Emma Nolan

Best Dressed Male: Conor Darcy

Best Dressed Female: Shauna Caffrey

Best Matchmaker: Muireann McKenna

Worst Matchmaker: Holly Burns

Most Likely to be World Dictator: Rollo Konig-

Brock

Best Beard: Pirate Mark

Best Sports Person: Brian Burke

Most Dedicated Paparazzi: Billy Kavanagh

Best Celebrity Look-alike: Stephen Shannon (Zac

Efron)

Best Princess: Lili Nolan

Biggest Ego: Sean Linnane

Best Male: Pirate Deco

Best Female: Catherine Finnegan
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Memoirs of a Nevermore

Brought to you by the

CTYI Journalism class 2011!

Being a nevermore is a difficult concept

to grasp and facing the harsh reality of

never experiencing CTYI again is noth-

ing to envy, but moreover, having to sum

up what CTYI means to me in one short

article is no easy task . I will never be

able to do it justice, so I am relying on

your understanding of CTYI to even

begin to capture the essence of it in

words. I won’t ever really be able to

explain the feeling of contentment being

back on the DCU campus, the excite-

ment of seeing all your old friends, and

of course the dread of three weeks of

canteen food.

CTYI is unlike anything I’ve ever

known before but it is truly magical. The

undeniably accepting atmosphere will

not be found anywhere else and it is

something I will never forget.  I think

that despite only having had two years

here, compared to some people's five I

can still understand what CTYI is all

about because the atmosphere is infec-

tious. I remember as a nervous and

scared newbie I automatically felt a part

of what was happening here & I knew

that these people were just like me and

that the next three weeks were going to

be special. I didn’t even notice until I

went home that the experience had

changed me. Trying to explain the con-

cept of Pirate Wednesday to confused

looking friends made me realise that I

had never even questioned it, didn’t even

notice that other people might find it

weird.  Sitting down to write about

CTYI , I came to notice that since my

first session I have changed. I truly

believe this place has made me a better

person and for that I am unbelievably

grateful to anyone who was part of the

time I had here. Without a doubt the

summer of 2012 will be strange, without

the prospect of this incredible place but

it is truly something that I will carry

with me,  a reminder of the people I met

and the person they made me. I have to

admit I am very jealous of the newbies

who are just finding out what CTYI is

and have years ahead of them.

CTYI challenged me to learn in a com-

pletely different way - mainly that I was

doing something I really enjoyed and

although its probably not

the most important part of the pro-

gramme it is definitely an aspect for

me.  It's totally unlike any other  learn-

ing environment and it is one of the

things that makes CTYI so unusual. 

To other people, CTYI may just be a

course but to me it is so much more. It is

unquestionably a part of me; being a

CTYIzen is for life and I definitely don’t

think comparing it to a family is too

far. CTYI means old friends, new peo-

ple, acceptance and traditions. It’s hard

to say goodbye but I know that the times

I had here will be with me forever and

the memories of CTYI won’t be forgot-

ten as the new generation of students

wave through and the old ones walk

away. Tears will be shed, letters will be

written but the core of CTYI will live

on.

Catherine Finnegan
reflects on her time in CTYI


