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Disco drama as RAs stop the raving
Mary Spillane

Don’t Panic - CTYIzens traditions recited

Mark Laherty & Siofra Tyrrell

Last Saturday’s ‘Disney’ themed disco

received mixed reviews from the out-

raged CTYIzens after this sessions RAs

attempted to stop the mosh pit, on the

grounds that it was inappropriate.

The success of 21st July’s disco was

dampened by the CTYI authorities’ per-

sistence in restraining the students from

‘moshing’ in the middle of the dance

floor. The mosh pit is a sight which is

common in discos and clubs. It involves

students gathering in a wide circle as the

song that is playing comes to a point, usu-

ally the chorus, where it is most appropri-

ate to dance to. The dancers then run in to

fill the circle, singing along while jump-

ing and waving one arm in the air. There

is usually competition to get right to heart

of the mosh pit, which is probably why

the RAs felt it was time to step in and take

control.

Contrary to the residential assistants of

the past twenty years of CTYI, these col-

lege students prevented the CTYIers from

enjoying this traditional form of dance at

last week’s disco by invading the middle

of the circle in the lead up to the raving.

The RAs had intended to use their author-

ity over the students to persuade them to

think twice before engaging in the mosh

pit, which they presumably felt was dan-

gerous and may result in someone getting

hurt. 

However, when they bravely yet inno-

cently entered the circle with their vain

hopes that it would be an easy feat, the

RAs were greeted with an unpleasant sur-

prise. The CTYI attendees at the centre of

the mosh pit ignored the RAs’ presence

and raved at the chorus of the song just as

they normally do. Needless to say, the

intimidated RAs were not impressed by

this and decided to try a different method

of reasoning with the students, though

somewhat unconventional. One RA was

noted for saying to Caoimhín De Bhailís,

more often known as Crisps, “You tell

them to stop, they’ll listen to you.” 

This did not go down well with Crisps,

who, in a moment of inspiration, con-

vinced the students of CTYI to stop the

mosh pit in the centre of the canteen, in

favour of mini ones amongst groups of

friends.

This plan was not viewed as a success

by many of the attendees though, with

almost all of them complaining about the

RAs’ unfair intentions and unnecessary

strictness. It would be unfair, however, to

deem the whole disco a failure because of

this. It was, in fact very enjoyable with

tasteful music, though which unfortunate-

ly skipped at times, but which we danced

to none the less. The hope is just that at

the next, “Music Genres” disco, the RAs

will not interfere with our methods of

having fun and let the Saturday nights at

CTYI flourish. 

The CTYIzens Guide to the Galaxy, a

handbook detailing the traditions and his-

tory of CTYI, was read aloud to the mass-

es in the Quad on the first Towel

Thursday of Session 2.

The Guide is an effort to keep weak-

ening traditions like spoon bracelets

alive. It also serves to inform newbies

about the various absurd nuances of

CTYI life. Written in a small red note-

book, the Guide explains the origins and

conventions of many traditions, recalls a

few former legends and incidents of note,

and of course gives a comprehensive

step-by-step account of how to dance to

American Pie.

The Guide was read by Dermot

Davern, Mark Dee and Emmet Moore.

Dermot, friend to all, including the origi-

nal authors, read proudly, straining his

voice in the end. Mark, our current

Residential Awesome Pirate, accompa-

nied the group with guitar and readings

from the book. Finally, Emmett, brother

of one of the original authors Pirate

Declan Moore, read solemnly, taking it

very seriously.

The original authors of the glorious
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book, Declan Moore, Ben Murphy and

Matt Murtagh White, were renowned as

CTYIzens. Sadly, all have left us now.

Pirate Declan Moore was determined to

keep tradition drive. He and Ben Murphy,

engaged in an iconic ‘bromance’ , often

called themselves ‘Wyld Stallyns’. Matt

Murtagh White, who played Monty in the

WAP production The Monty and Charles

Theatre Club of ‘10, also played violin at

the ‘11 Talent Show. As CTYIzens, they

are sorely missed.



“Dream Big Dreams” are the words

Taoiseach Enda Kenny repeated to us

direct from the White House. Our

Taoiseach’s main message to us was to

have “no limits to your ambitions.”

Whether he thought those words himself

or they were given to him. It is sound

advice. 

When Taoiseach Enda Kenny took to

the pulpit many of us in the audience had

preconceptions, either positive or nega-

tive, I think we can all agree that Enda

Kenny is a good public speaker who sure

knows how to use time. 

For someone to aspire to The

Taoiseach held Charles Boland up as an

example of a person by “working hard,

taking risks and having convictions about

what you want to be”. Charles Boland

grew up in Carolina dealing with serious

issues such as segregation but he perse-

vered, joined the airforce, survived one

hundred missions in Vietnam, then joined

NASA, became a commander and

released the Hubble spaceship. 

Our Taoiseach realised that “CTYI in

DCU is about challenge”. He described

the lecture hall to have “a great sense of

energy” and he told us that we are “a

group of very special people”. 

On the day of the Taoiseach’s visit we

had our Cult Leader Colm O’Reilly mak-

ing his welcoming speech, “Your job and

mine are very similar. You run a country,

I run a cult.”

Following this up Anne Scott, Deputy

President of DCU, proceeded to promote

DCU as the place to be for further educa-

tion. 

Katherine Murphy was one of the

CTYI students to make a speech to the

Taoiseach. In her speech Katherine

describes CTYI as a “unique” place that

should be “made one of the government’s

priorities in educational funding.” After

Katherine made her speech she said “it

was a great privilege and I really enjoyed

it.” 

Well done, Katherine! You’d give

many a politician a run for their money. 

When Katherine had finished her

speech, Alan Eustace stood up to the pul-

pit. He described his experiences of his

three years attending CTYI and said that

“the Economic and Politics class was

probably a highlight of my life”. Mr

Eustace included a number of jokes with

the Taoiseach in his speech such as “a les-

son you and I both had to get used to, Mr

Kenny – being blamed for things that

really aren’t our fault!” It was brilliant.

Mr Kenny answered a number of ques-

tions from CTYI students including one

by Aideen Byrne: “What is your govern-

ment doing to ensure that we can use our

talents in and for Ireland so that we do not

have to go abroad?”

The Taoiseach’s answer was informa-

tive about how difficult is it to create jobs

here with the lack of money due to the

recession. He said that some Irish people

want to go abroad to explore the world

while others feel that they have no option

as there is a “sense of hopelessness”

about the job situation in Ireland. Enda

explained that the Troika pay for Ireland

economically now and that the Irish gov-

ernment “can’t fly independently” them-

selves and therefore cannot spend what-

ever they want to make jobs. He said that

AIB and BOI will lend 3.5 billion euro

each this year to businesses. Mr Kenny

claimed that all his government can do is

to create “an atmosphere” for new jobs.

He said that this government are “dealing

with the consequences of the past”.

The Taoiseach was also asked a ques-

tion of who would he save if there was a

fire in the Dail. His answer was Phil

Hogan (in charge of the fire department)

to reprimand him for not preventing the

fire.

To finish up one of the funniest parts

of the entire event was when Colm said,

“I’m delighted that you did not come yes-

terday.” Yesterday being Tuesday of the

open minded were cross dressing is fully

supported by CTYIzens, the Taoiseach

however…maybe not. 

I think as I write this that everyone

agreed with Colm when he also said,

“Katie Holmes had an easier time getting

out of the church of Scientology than I

would getting out of this place.” In some

way that resonates with everyone who

comes here. CTYI is unforgettable hope-

fully even to Enda Kenny. So CTYIzens,

Dream Big Dreams!

Aideen Byrne &

Ruth Brennan
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Taoiseach Enda Kenny tells

CTYIzens “Dream Big Dreams”



‘Admirably awkward’ - giraffes and

Stephen Byrne!
Catherine Kelly &

Siofra Tyrrell

Successful Youtube vlogger and TV pre-
senter, Stephen Byrne (and RTE online
journalist Aoife O’Reilly), spoke to
Multimedia and Photography and
Journalism on the 26th of July, 2012.

While there were two speakers for the
Journalism and Multimedia with
Photography classes, all eyes were on
only one of them. Stephen Byrne,
RTÉ star and popular vlogger, command-
ed all our attention. While his fellow
speaker –  Aoife O’ Reilly – said things
that were probably important and rele-
vant, none of us were really listening.
Faced with Stephen Byrne, we were cap-
tivated.

“He was just so cute. Awkward in that
‘introvert in an extrovert situation’ kind
of way,” said one Journalism student.
That journalism student hit on a huge
aspect of Stephen’s appeal in her praise of
him. Stephen, who makes videos about
situations we’re all in, and parodies those
situations well, is liked on Youtube by
teenage girls for his awkwardness and
cuteness (not unlike universally loved RA
Danny.) His good looks are also a fac-
tor… apparently.

Stephen spoke to us about his rise to
fame, and how the unconventional route
is often the best way to go. At 17, he
became an avid vlogger – video blogger
–  under the name 3sixty5days. Only a
year later, he was approached by RTÉ. He
was convinced it was a hoax – “someone
from school just having a slag.” However,
it turned out to be the real deal. He was
shocked by the call and admitted to us,
“My mum was my camerawoman for a
good three years.” He went on to tell us
that despite his appearance on
ApartmentRED on RTÉ, he continued
vlogging on popular video site YouTube.

Stephen, as a teenager, wanted to be an
actor. Though Youtube led him to pre-
senting, not acting, Stephen described
Youtube as “a route into TV.” Stephen
claims to have been the second Irish per-
son on Youtube and says that in its early
days, Youtube was just a “hobby thing,”
but quickly became a whole new industry.
After this, Stephen continued to tell us
about the change in YouTube. Originally,

all payment for videos was based on
‘adsense’. Youtubers received $1 for
every 1,000 views. That is, until ‘net-
works’ took over. These are basically
publishing groups who recruit Youtubers.
An example of a network is Maker, start-
ed by Lisa Nova. Maker recruits
Youtubers and provides them with equip-
ment to make their videos.

Stephen originally loved Youtube
because he could be totally original and
talk about what he wanted. “We can put
anything we like in our videos,” he said
of vlogging. 

Whereas vlogging for a network is dif-
ferent. “Here’s a new camera, here’s
some lighting equipment, here’s a script,
make this video.” That’s how Stephen
described it, though he also said he
thought “that’s a bit weird” at the time,
reluctant to change his videos by con-
forming to a script. However, now he’s
grateful for the networks, and has found
one he’s comfortable with after moving
from ‘Machinema’ to ‘Maker’. He
revealed that Maker let him do his own
thing, so long as they still get their cut.
Traditionally, networks take a 30% cut of
all profit.

When asked whether vlogging would
become the new television, Aoife
O’Reilly, who works with Stephen in
children’s TV, though taking on a more
backstage role, said, “They’re not in com-
petition at all. Email hasn’t taken over
from letters. Television hasn’t taken over

from radio. Vlogging won’t replace tele-
vision. All of these things exist and any-
thing new will compliment these existing
forms of media.” Stephen added, “I start-
ed vlogging and then became a tv presen-
ter. You always find your way back into
traditional media.”

Aoife O’Reilly, said that “everything
is changing. I came on The Den six years
ago. It was just talking; there was only
one website.” Nowadays there is an
emphasis on interaction and use of the
internet to involve viewers.”

Aoife also describes Youtube as a route
into television and journalism, saying,
“you can create opportunities for your-
self.”

Whilst the talk was wonderfully edu-
cational, with emphasis on Youtube as a
career starter to those interested in vlog-
ging – and there were many – still, no-one
lifted their eyes from Stephen. At the end
when one student raised her hand to ask if
she could get an autograph (who definite-
ly wasn’t Catherine Kelly), she was fol-
lowed by the majority of the viewers of
the talk, all queuing to get autographs,
photographs and hugs.

Stephen was friendly and kind answer-
ing questions and promising to follow
everyone on twitter and subscribe to
everyone on Youtube. The talk was bril-
liant, enjoyed by all who had the pleasure
to see Stephen Byrne call giraffes
‘admirably awkward.’

4



Another year, another three legged chicken

“Ok…Here we go.”

Vinnie’s annual archaeology lecture took

place on the second Monday of Session

2. Taking the place of activities, the stu-

dents made their way to the Terence

Larkin lecture theatre after class.

Those who had been here before

knew what to expect, those who hadn’t

entered with an air of bewildered appre-

hension.

Vinnie’s long standing affiliation

with CTYI was evident in his relaxed

manner, as he casually dropped jokes

about canteen food and made wonderful-

ly bad puns (described as “punderful”),

to the reception of laughter and

applause.

The lecture, which has been known

to turn students vegetarian, was received

with quiet interest as slides featuring

pictures of skinned elephant carcasses,

caricatures of Darwin, and (last but not

least) a three legged chicken scrolled by.

Vinnie introduced the lecture by say-

ing that we would be “moving at speed”

through history, following the develop-

ment of both technology and culture.

Through the course of the speech, Vinnie

alighted on topics such as trepanning,

Pompeii, the discovery of Peking Man

and Lucy, a 3.8 million year old early

hominid, and parted numerous titbits of

wisdom onto his rapt audience: “Don’t

eat a polar bear’s liver” and “Stomachs

are fantastic!”

We also learned snatches of trivia

about the life of the man himself (He

once shared a shower for six months

with the spine of a bottlenose dolphin)

and what exactly it is that he enjoys the

most about lecturing to CTYIzens.

“The reaction. That you can have two

hundred, three hundred students in your

hands for an hour and just listen. That

defines the quality of the students at

CTYI.”

Vinnie also added that he was grate-

ful for “their generosity. We’ve generat-

ed thousands over the years.”

The proceeds of the collection of this

year’s lecture will go towards research-

ing Alzheimer’s disease, which one of

Vinnie’s close family members suffers

from.

I’m Gabi and I’m glad I’m with VHI

On Monday the 16th of July, Gabi

Jackson dislocated her knee while doing

yoga.

She was doing the eagle pose when

she fell awkwardly and dislocated her

knee. She was brought to Temple Street

hospital where they put it back in place.

Yoga was being held by the RAs

Emmett and Amy in Room 1838 across

from the canteen. Orlaith Whelan was

with Gabi at the time of the accident.

Ms.Whelan was having difficulty with

the eagle pose and Gabi was telling her

how easy it was when Gabi’s knee

“popped” and she fell to the ground.

Orlaith’s first reaction was to laugh

until she saw Gabi’s knee “sticking out

to the left”. Then Orlaith said “Oh my

God your knee is sticking out in the

wrong place”. Emmett the RA “ran

around the room panicking” but then

calmed down when he called Dearbhile

the ARC. An ambulance was called and

Gabi was brought to the A&E in Temple

Street hospital. 

At the hospital they gave her mor-

phine and put her knee back in place.

After that the pain went. They gave her

an X-Ray to make sure there were no

torn ligaments or tendons. Luckily they

found nothing was damaged except a

soft tissue beside her knee. She was

given a cast from her toes to her thigh

and crutches and sent home to Athlone.

The next day she had an appointment

with the orthopaedic surgeon in Temple

Street. He took off her cast and gave her

a brace. She came back to CTYI at

12:00pm and the RAs moved her things

to a room downstairs. Unfortunately she

could not stay and went back home

because it being her first time on crutch-

es she found it difficult to use them. She

stayed at home until Sunday the 22nd of

July when she once again returned to

CTYI but this time to stay.

She says she will do yoga again but

she is upset she cannot wear high heels

for two months.

Doireann O’Keeffe &

Ruth Brennan
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CTYI is here again, and with it comes the rite of passage
that is Vinnie’s lecture. Shauna Caffrey reports.



Journalist Sarah McInerney visits CTYI

Sarah McInerney, political correspondent

for The Sunday Times stood at the front

of the classroom. She appeared comfort-

able despite the sea of faces watching

her. 

After introducing herself she

launched into her slideshow. Journalism

101: Staying informed the inverted pyra-

mid and keeping it short. So here we go.

Sarah relayed her experiences in

Journalism to us through a slideshow

and through personal recollections.

The slideshow covered the personali-

ty that a journalist needs, most impor-

tantly curiosity and perseverance! Sarah

also talked of “The Dilemma”. How far

will Journalists go? Sarah talked about

misrepresenting herself in order to find a

story. She explained that different papers

have different expectations in how far

one should go for an interview. She said

that in her current job as political corre-

spondent for The Sunday Times she

doubts that she would ever participate in

misrepresentation. 

In a bid for more information I

emailed Sarah McInereney on what she

thinks of CTYI, her past and her future

aspirations:

What do you think of the CTYI pro-

gramme?

I think it's a fantastic programme. I've

been closely involved with it for two

years now, and I think it's a brilliant

opportunity for bright young people to

explore subjects and topics that are not

covered in their school curriculum.

How did you hear about CTYI?

I had read about it in newspaper articles

long before I got involved. As a journal-

ist, I was always struck at how the cov-

erage tended to be universally positive!

Why do you come to CTYI to speak? 

Journalism is a somewhat complicated

profession. As I tried to explain during

my presentation, it seems straightfor-

ward, but there are lots of traps and pit-

falls that aspiring journalists might not

be aware of. I come to CTYI to try to

give students an insight into the pros and

cons of the job, should they be thinking

of going down that path.

Where do you see yourself in 10 years

career wise?

I always privately chide myself for never

really having thought about this ques-

tion. When I entered journalism, I had

no idea what I wanted to do, and certain-

ly never expected myself to end up in

politics. I've sort of tripped accidentally

into everything I've done so far, and it

has worked out surprisingly well for me.

So I'd like to just keep working hard and

see where that leads me. The possibili-

ties are endless!

What would you recommend budding

journalists to do?

Start reading the paper and watching the

news. If you're doing that already, start

thinking of possible stories, get in con-

tact with your local paper (always a very

good place to start) and pitch them to the

editor.

Who is the most interesting person

you have interviewed?

If you like celebrities, probably Angelina

Jolie. But for me, it was a 34-year-old

musician who had fallen off his motor-

bike while driving 30mph on an empty

road on a quiet Sunday morning. He

landed awkwardly, and was paralysed

from the waist down. The story of his

life since then was heart-breaking.

It was very insightful to hear from a

journalist out in the ‘real world’ and

Sarah McInerney was great to come to

talk in CTYI, especially, for the

Journalism class. 
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Aideen Byrne Fact box: 
Birthplace = Galway

Family = husband, two parents, sister,

brother, niece and nephew.

Dream Job at 16 = Bestselling novel-

ist. ( Still wanted!)

Novels to date = Where no one can

here you scream. 

Dream person to interview (dead or

alive) = Margaret Thatcher.

Meet Mark, the Hippy Hedge Guy

What do you think of CTYI students?

“[They’re] quite alright, they’re not as

messy as the main students.”

Where did you get your tie-dye t-

shirts? Do you make them yourself?

“I make some of them myself. I get

some from Tambuli in Templebar.”

Have you been working on campus

long?

“Eleven years this year.”

Have you observed anything notable

in your time here?

“Probably all sorts...Everything from

tours to drunken antics to official visits

from Hillary Clinton.”

How long did it take to grow your stu-

pendous beard?

“Well, I normally cut it in Summer.

Since last October.”

Would anything make you shave it

off?

“Hot weather.” [laughing]

Do you have a motto that you live by?

“How old are you?... I’ll keep it simple...

Rock ‘n’ Roll!” 

Do you own the tractor, or does the

campus? Would you like to own it?

“The campus owns it. Yeah, I suppose

so.”

Have you ever been interviewed

before?

“Yeah, a few times. Sometimes I was

interviewed for political protests.  I did

some historical re-enactment and talked

to local papers.” 

What do you think of giraffes?

“Giraffes? Giraffes are pretty groovy.”

We all know him for his tie-dyed shirts, his green mini-tractor, and his glorious beard. After being
offered a cup of tea, Síofra Tyrrell and Shauna Caffrey catch up with Mark Roache (sometimes
known as The Hippy Hedge Guy),the man behind the beard.



CTYI Casino night a success

On the 22nd of July CTYI held its Bi-

Annual Casino Night. At 7:00pm all

CTYI and CAT students made their way

to the Henry Grattan (in as formal attire

as possible) and spent the evening gam-

bling with ‘Colm Coins’ in various casi-

no games. Later the same evening, the

students made their way to the Larkin

Theatre to attend an auction, which was

hosted by RA Graham Murtagh. The stu-

dents got into their RA groups, pooled

their money together and bid on various

prizes. The prizes included making an

RA group do the morning run, making

an RA group run a lap of the quad in

their pyjamas, make two RAs slow

dance together, a sweets hamper, etc. 

The Henry Grattan was converted

into a “Vegas Wonderland” for the

evening. Inside the games Texas Hold

‘Em, Black Jack, an assortment of board

games, and karaoke were available to

play. All of these would award “Colm

Coins” to the lucky winners. Also, there

were many miscellaneous gimmicks.

Things like “Mocktails”, Vegas or Pirate

themed weddings and fortune tellers

added to the Casino Theme of the night.

For anyone who didn’t wish to partici-

pate, the movie “Stardust” was playing

upstairs. 

In the auction, there was a frenzy of

mad bidding for whatever was going.

Some RA groups teamed up so they

could afford the extremely costly items,

one group bid reaching 3000. An aver-

age RA group earned approximately

1000 Colm Coins. There was sketchy

organisation in respect of money check-

ing; what could have arisen from this is

an RA group bidding more than they

actually had. Having said that, no evi-

dence of such a thing occurring has

come up. 

Some controversy arose over the

denominations of the Colm Coins. Colm

Coins only came in fives, and had no

design on them. In previous years there

was ones, fives, tens and even fifties,

and they usually had a design on them,

like an RA’s head. Some people argued

that this year they should have either

gone all out and made the different

denominations, or just make all Colm

Coins equal to one. 

Even with these flaws, it was well

received by the CTYIzens, though it is

doubted that the RA groups that did the

morning run and pyjama run enjoyed the

aftermath very much. 

Ross Cronnolly

One night in Vegas

A young woman having to fund her

boyfriend’s gambling addiction is a com-

mon sight in casinos, but rarely does this

addiction involve chess.

On the evening of Sunday the 22nd,

a section of the Henry Grattan building

was revitalised as a bona fide CTYI casi-

no. There were a wide range of opportu-

nities to lose money, from board games

to blackjack. Fortunately, not a single

cent of legal tender became involved in

the proceedings. Instead, the far superior

Colm Coins were used - small square

slips of paper, easily to carry in your

pocket and even easier to slip out of

someone else’s pocket.

Outside of games, various services

were provided, such as horoscopes,

‘mocktails’ (very probably orange dilute)

and weddings courtesy of wonderfully

deadpan RA Graham Murtagh. Students

followed suit and set up their own ama-

teur services. Several more marriage

facilities popped up, amongst them

‘Pirate Weddings’ and ordained-by-the-

internet minister Mark J Finn. Amongst

all these hastily scrawled signs, the most

notorious was the Free Hugs stall which

noted in fine print: ‘5 Colm Coins’.

As the night drew to a close, the

crowd converged towards the Larkin

Theatre, a few new happily married cou-

ples amongst them. It was time for the

auction.

Graham, now mustachioed, called the

shots as RA groups bid their collective

funds on the selection of exquisite

prizes. Colm Coins were predicted to

suffer a particularly aggressive deprecia-

tion once the Casino Night ended. The

numbers were running high, voices were

raised and the tension built. Prizes

included ‘send two RAs on a date’, ‘pick

an RA group to do the morning run’ and

‘pick an RA to bring you cookies and

milk’.

With the rampant emotions and con-

stant atmosphere of competition, the

casino night was to actual Vegas what

‘mocktails’ are to cocktails; a watered-

down imitation. But when such fun was

had, and as you watch a bride and groom

chatting away, you can’t help but prefer

it to the real thing.

Mark Laherty
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An interview with Colm
Before the interview with Colm O’Reilly

everyone in CTYI, teachers and students

alike, were singing Colm’s praises when

we told them about the interview, includ-

ing Shauna Caffrey who asked us to tell

Colm she loved him, which we did.

Going into the interview with the

Director of CTYI we had a lot of pre-

conceptions as we had never previously

talked to him ourselves. The day before

Colm O’Reilly had described himself to

the Taoiseach as a Leader of a Cult. That

would be something we would be asking

about later in the interview. When we

arrived at Colm’s office the door was

locked. We thought, perhaps, he wasn’t

there but he unlocked the door and invit-

ed us to sit.

Taking a deep breath I asked the first

question as Jack turned on the recorder. 

How did you get your role as Director

of CTYI? 

Well, I became director of CTYI eight

years ago. At the time I was working as

academic coordinator before then. Then

the director of the program just left to go

to another job and I was just sort of pro-

moted. Meteoric rise as it was. Sheila

Gilheany used to be the director so she

now works for the Institute of Physics.

When you were growing up what was

your dream job?

Oh my god above, my dream job. Well

initially of course I wanted to be a pro-

fessional footballer. That dream ended

under twelve or under thirteen. So yeah,

of course, I looked at being a sports star.

And then actually I think around my

teenage years I was flirting with the idea

of becoming a journalist and I did a

good few work placements in newspa-

pers at the time when I was in college.

So I was thinking of that but I suppose

the reality of that put me off it a little bit

in terms of I didn’t really know if that

was something that was going to keep

me happy forever and ever. 

And actually I was studying account-

ancy in college but that was not really

my dream job, so then I actually went

into teaching then after that and I kind of

wanted to do something related to edu-

cation so thankfully this opportunity

came up so I pursued that.

So I don’t know if that answers that

completely, sports to journalism. I did

accountancy in college but I wasn’t sure

if I was going to do that.  I was just

good at it in school and stuff but I didn’t

really like it as I think of it as a career

for the rest of my life so then I just

wanted to get into education, so thank-

fully that kind of came in relation to

here. Good question though.

What’s your favourite activity that is

offered at CTYI? 

My favourite activity? Hmm, well, I

suppose, like you know, I’m very sporty

so I like all those sport activities but

they’re pretty general, em…so I’d be

easy on them but yeah like you know I

like the idea. I like people doing debat-

ing and discussion and drama. I suppose

I like the variety of it.

I think the main thing is to make

sure that everybody’s need is catered for

but I think that like at the weekends and

stuff some of the things the RA’s organ-

ise are really clever and really well done.

The fact that a lot of them are former

students would give them a kind of

insight into what people might like to

do. So in that context, you know, I sup-

pose me personally I like sports but I

could see why certain days it would be

good to do other things. So I kind of like

the variety of it more then.

If CTYI was around when you were

growing up would you have done it

and what course would you have

done?

I’d definitely love to have done it when I

was younger, really during the summers.

I really would have liked something aca-

demic to do and a bit different than I do

in school, like I think it’s kinda … it’s an

ideal job in terms of the fact that this

would be something that I would

absolutely love to have done when I was

younger. So I can absolutely see why

anybody would come on it and I wish it

was around. 

What course would I have liked to

have done? I’d say when I was younger I

probably would have been into stuff like

Creative Writing, Psychology,

Philosophy, but you know, one of those

art types. But yeah, obviously I would

have tried something like journalism

because I was thinking about it. My par-

ents, my father, used to work in the

newspaper so that would have been

something I was interested in. We

always had newspapers around the house

so that would have been appealing to me

but I kinda, you know, I liked this idea

of, you know, the idea of things like psy-

chology and philosophy would have

interested me because I would have been

kind of a child or teenager who would

have been interested in “Why do we

8

Aideen Byrne & Jack Kearney



9

exist?” or bigger questions or “What

makes us do certain things?” I don’t

really know if that was idealistic but I

would have been interested. 

Things like law would have been

interesting to me, definitely humanity

things anyway, much more so than sci-

ence and engineering because I just

wouldn’t have thought that I was that

good in those areas. Maybe it was proba-

bly a product of the fact that they

weren’t taught that well in school

because I’d be kinda more interested in

them now when I see them the way

they’re taught here but definitely I

would have been a more social science

type of person when I was younger. 

When you were a child or teen, did

you fit in with your peers or were you

a little different like many people at

CTYI are?

I was very, very sporty so that definitely

made it a lot easier to fit in in that con-

text. I would have played a lot of soccer,

rugby, gaelic so I suppose that to me was

my social outlet, you know, and a lot of

my friends I would have met would have

come from those areas.

I would definitely have felt different

academically in the context that I proba-

bly wouldn’t have been challenged

enough at school, particularly at primary

and I would have enjoyed, say, a sum-

mer programme that would’ve been pri-

marily geared towards academic pur-

suits. And absolutely I would have really

loved to have met a lot of people who

were interested in that type of thing. It

was a really only at college that I really

met people who were interested in the

same social interests as me. 

Where I was fortunate in the context

that most of my time was taken up play-

ing sports and most of my friends then

were from sport pursuits and that was

really good because a lot of them were

not academic at all so it would have

been a good balance in relation to seeing

people good at different things and aca-

demics not being the be all and end all.

But I would have really enjoyed some-

thing like CTYI because it would have

been really nice to meet people interest-

ed…you know to have the same kind of

sense of humour, vision, stuff like that

and it’s only more in college that I found

that. I didn’t find that many in account-

ing and finance but sure I found it in

other places in college in terms of things

like that. 

Who’s your favourite visitor been at

CTYI?

“I really liked Roddy Doyle and Paul

Howard they were really interesting,

especially Paul Howard, who is a very

nice, friendly individual.  Didn’t take

himself too seriously and entertained

people while he was here.  Roddy

Doyle, he’s won a Pultizer Prize, he’s

pretty famous!  He was interested in

chatting and talking to students on the

programme.  

I was pretty surprised that Enda

came, like the guy is the Taoiseach of

the country so that’s an amazing thing

for him to come, because he’s another

difficult person to get.  I like people like

Marie Cassidy coming, she brings a lot

of knowledge in terms of people being

interested in what she says and how that

works.  

Ideally you want people who every-

one has heard of and can relate to. I’d

love to get somebody like J.K. Rowling,

in the context that everybody here has

read the books and such an influence on

people growing up, but in that context

she would be someone who would be

difficult to get.  

We had a guy Cliff Bernstein, he was

really good because he was interested in

the fact that he was a bright student who

didn’t really fit in and didn’t know what

he wanted to do.  He had no connections

in the music industry and just got into it

through hard work which is really

admirable.  

What’s your view on the term

“Sportalian”?

I think it’s a term of affection.  You

know, sure, I don’t think anybody means

harm from it.  If we felt it was a deroga-

tory term, we would let students know

and I’m sure they would stop using it.  I

don’t see it as being any way negative

towards them and if they did, I’m sure

you guys wouldn’t use that term.

Hopefully their okay with that!

Is your favourite show still “Gossip

Girl”?  

My favourite show at the moment is

okay I watch a lot of sports, I always

watch football or rugby or tennis.  I’m

liking “Revenge”, I kind of view TV in

the evening as a distraction, kind of gets

me away from my life, I’m still watch-

ing “Gossip Girl”, those kind of drama

things.  So yeah that would be that kind

of escapism, “9120” that kind of drama

would be good from getting away from

the rigorous of your day.  

At the end of the interview Caroline

Gowan, our personal photographer, took

photos. Colm congratulated us on a real-

ly good interview and asked us when the

newspaper would be out, not be entirely

sure we simply said soon looking to our

T.A. Sally Hayden for guidance. We left

with a good feeling. Our interview with

Colm had been a success.

Wondering who won this year’s

CTYI Awards?

Turn to page 38 to find out



An interview with Fiachra
Shauna Caffrey and Caroline Gowan catch up with one of CTYI’s living legends and
eternal enigma, Fiachra O’Bhrolchain. Forbidden from asking him deep, philosophical
questions in case that would give away any of the surprises in store for his class, our
interviewers put him through possibly the most mundane set of questions ever conceived
at CTYI. 
How long have been involved in

CTYI?

“Years and years.  Eons. Longer than the

mountains, older than the rivers, since

the sun was young.”

Do you intend to stay in CTYI for the

foreseeable future? 

“Who knows? It’s not really my choice.

The Dao will decide.”

There are claims that you didn’t

invent knutsac…

“Who told you that? ... Can you trust a

journalist? Can you trust what you read

in the papers?”

Have you been to Papua New Guinea

yet? 

“No. It’s one of the regrets of my life.

There should be a CTYI trip! A friend of

mine was there. He made me jealous.”

What would be your ideal romantic

date? 

“With my mistress, Truth, reading phi-

losophy by candlelight. Unless my books

caught fire. That would be chaos.”

What is your opinion of giraffes?

“I can’t be one if I choose to be. They’re

large, elegant.  Strange creatures, really.

Like giant deer.”

How many coffees do you drink per

day on average?

“I would say in CTYI, maybe three.

How do you measure a piece of

string?  Maybe the coffee drinks me.”

What’s your favourite kind of

Snapple? 

“Snapple Iced Tea, the king of Snapple.

Lemonade is the prince, but guava’s got

a good name…”

What is your most anticipated film of

the year and why? 

“I was looking forward to Martha Marcy

May Marlene. It stars one of the Olsen

sisters, that’s always good. I’m looking

forward to The Master. Rust&Bone

could be good… The Master should be

good.” 

What do you most enjoy about teach-

ing in CTYI?

“The absolute authority and power that I

have… I get to visit philosophies that we

don’t get to normally. And you guys ask

good questions sometimes.”

Why are you opposed to dressing

gowns?

“I can’t tell you that!”

Who is your favourite historical figure

and why? 

“I don’t know… I liked Cicero. He was

cool. Alcmaeon in Athens, Lawrence of

Arabia was cool. He lived in a desert,

and I liked the film. Empedocles was

cool. Threw himself into a volcano…

Schopenhauer? Schopenhauer was

funny. Henry II of De Regno… Was it

De Regno?... Norman king, quite cool.

Lucky Luciano! Everyone loves Lucy

Luciano! He held New York hostage!

And his name was Lucky! Gogol and

Tolstoy. They were cool!”

What colour is your front door?

“My front door is varnished wood. “

What’s your favourite piece of attire?

“I’ve got some cool socks with Muppets

on them, my tracksuit which looks like

pantaloons. It’s like one of those South

Side girl’s tracksuits.  But my favourite

and most expensive is my black coat. I

would be very upset if I lost that.”

Can you give us five songs from your

playlist? 

- Tortoises by Saint-Saens

-Are We Here by Orbital

-The Beat Goes On by Bob Sinclair 

-Toxic by Britney Spears

-The Lecture by Jurassic Five

-Down by the Water by PJ Harvey 
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The hipster behind the

(amazing) scarves

Emmet Jordan Kelly is the eldest, most

fabulous RA, at 23 years of age. The res-

ident Pokémon gym leader at CTYI,

Emmet loves Pokémon and managed to,

in a sociology exam, answer a question

on the subject. He is also known to knit

some of his own scarves.

Did you do CTYI?

Yes, but I didn’t do it the way ye do it. I

was a Baby-T. I did Creative Writing

and Philosophy.

What are your favourite activities?

I really love playing Quidditch. I did the

second day and I loved it so much that

I’m going to get my friends to play it

when I go home. I also like a good

Pokémon Appreciation although I

haven’t done it yet this session.

What are your hobbies?

I like to cook and to be cooked for, I like

to dance. I actually like to interview peo-

ple. I like volunteering a lot too, that’s

really cool.

What kind of music do you listen to?

I love a good pop, love Gaga to bits,

love a bit of B that’s Beyonce for any of

you who don’t know. I actually have a

lot of Enya and I listen to some classical

music. Kind of a mix I love a bit of

Nicki Minaj too.

Where do you buy your scarves?

My scarves come from all over the

world. My purple one comes from

Budapest. 

What’s your favourite Pokémon?

That’s such a hard question… Probably

charmander. Charmander’s a rocker.

If you could be one Pokémon who

would you be?

I’d probably be Umbreon. How cool is

Umbreon like.

Are you looking forward to your slow

dance with Danny?

I’d actually forgotten that but yeah it’ll

be a gas laugh yeah. I’ll give him a few

spins and a dip. It’ll be great.

What is your opinion of Graham?

Graham is a gentleman and a scholar. I

think he looks older than he actually is.

Yeah Graham’s like sixty.

Describe your style.

My style... Dumbledore at 23... I hope.

Giraffes or Zebras?

Oooh Zebras... no wait... ah go on I’ve

said it now.

Do you sing or play music?

I sing a lot. I can play like four things on

a tin whistle and I used to play piano

when I was a kid. But I sing all the time.

I’m sure you’ve heard me sing. (Emmet

then sang “Killing me Softly” for us)

If you could have dinner with one per-

son in the world who would it be?

It has to be Oprah. It would have to be

the big ‘0’. 

Why did you get your piercings?

I got all the piercings in my ear done on

the same day and I was concerned my

ear would fall off. I got my lip done the

summer before sixth year and I went

back on my first day and they kicked me

out so I had to take it out but then when

I started college I got it again.  Why did

I get it done? I suppose I thought it was

cool and it was before the whole lip

thing was big and every emo kid in the

country was like “liiip”.

Who is your favourite Disney charac-

ter?

I suppose I like Belle. She’s well read,

she’s real pretty. She’s a win like.

Who is your favourite RA and why?

I am my favourite RA. Not in the con-

ceded way but like I’m great and I’m

having a ball like the others might not

even be having fun. 

Session One or Session Two?

Session Two raises the bar in terms of

coltishness.

What is your favourite Tradition

Song?

I like American Pie. Sometimes I kind of

well up ‘cos ye get so into it.

Mary Spillane, Catherine

Kelly & Doireann O’Keeffe
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Fifty shades of Graham

Graham Murtagh, “Fifty Shades Of

Graham”, “Midlife Crisis”, “Fifty

Shades Of Gray- SURPRISE HAM!” As

you can see, Graham Murtagh is a man

of many names. Graham is currently 21

years old and doing a law degree in

Trinity College. In this feature, The

Surprise Ham questions the man behind

the receding hairline on past times, mur-

der, James Bond and all things purpling.

Graham seems to instantly stand out

from the other RAs. If not for the fact he

looks constantly like he's writing lengthy

poetry in his head, then for his deadpan

sarcasm. Or even his beautifully colour-

ful and magnificently flamboyant shirts.

Which, by the way, he buys at Paul

Smith. From observing his fashion taste,

I think we can all be in agreement about

one thing; Purple is definitely Graham's

colour. It brings out that glint in his eyes

just perfectly. Yet bizarrely enough, his

actual favourite colour is ,"Blue,without

question."

Yet the person under the layers of

articulate sarcasm appears to be quite

different to what you might expect.

Strangely enough, he enjoys pop-music.

Yes, button-down, business-like Graham

listens to the mindless noise that haunts

the charts. Who'd have thought it?

Although lets give him some credit.

He also, "has a bit of rock." Bruce

Springsteen, as you might have guessed.

"Big Eric Clapton fan," as well. Most

surprisingly, he enjoys remixes.To quote

him exactly, "I quite like listening to

music almost that's been changed. I love

hearing the original and hearing... maybe

it's a remix, maybe it's a retake or some-

thing, but something that an artist has

done to change the original. It's good

because you get to hear a totally differ-

ent side of the same thing, it's two differ-

ent interpretations of the same piece.” 

Graham is apparently the type of guy

that likes to keep busy.  In his spare time

he enjoys reading an awful lot, keeping

up with current affairs, writing (not that

creative type but just for pleasure).  He’s

about as sporting as a “teabag” but he

does play golf…badly.   Graham also

engaged in music along with Speech and

Drama while in school.  He still stays

involved in these activities that he

enjoyed at school.  As you can tell,

Graham is a sort of jack of all

trades.When questioned on his weirdest

experience, Graham replied, “Sounds

ironic, but coming back here as an RA,

as a member of staff, is very strange. I

think you don’t realise, first of all, how

much the RAs what is going on. We

know EVERYTHING. When I think

back to the things we used to get up to

as students,  how much the RAs must

have known is, not a cause for alarm, but

something you don’t realise. You see the

whole thing from a totally different

experience when you come back as a

member of staff rather than as a student.

So I think, particularly when I was at the

last disco of the first session, it was a

very surreal experience. Hearing Street

Spirit and all those things again but as

staff is very strange.”

CTYI obviously seems to have a spe-

cial place in the 21 year old’s heart.

Having previously attended the course

from 06 to 08, Graham feels that the

courses he did here (Criminology,

Corporate Business and Globalisation)

were very beneficial to him later in col-

lege. When finally we asked him to sum

up CTYI in one word, he rather shyly

but determinedly uttered, “Unique.” 

Graham quickly refuted the comment

when we told him that on a website (that

shall remain anonymous) he was falsely

accused as only giving hugs at

CTYI.  People in the first session of the

programme may have referred to him as

“prickly”, but in fact Graham Murtagh is

a very huggable person, indicated by the

free hugs he offers his RA Group.  He

may appear scary and stern with his

glasses and his massive abs, but really

Graham is just a big teddy bear.  

Graham is a bit of an enigma. His

thoughts seem to flow differently to the

thoughts of others. When asked what his

personal motto is, he said, “I try to take

each day as it comes. I am a great person

for planning, I like to plan things to the

end degree. I think as I’m getting older

I’m getting better at taking each day as it

comes and trying to just fall in with

what’s happening rather than having a

pre-defined plan. CTYI teaches you that

in some respects it’s so fluid, it’s chang-

ing all the time. So, trying to take each

day as it comes is important.” It was an

oddly profound sort of quote to come

from the mouth of the RA we all think

we know so well.

Another thing we all know Graham

for is his amazing and absurd way of

expressing himself. When asked if he

would consider being a narrator on chil-

dren’s books, due to his soothing voice,

he replied with “Stephen Fry kind of

Harry Potter style?”  He had not, unfor-

tunately, though RA’s and students alike
12
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Mark Dee: Pirate

Mark Dee first came to CTYI in Session

2 of 2010. In that year, he served as

apprentice and First Mate to the

Resident Awesome Pirate at the time,

Declan Moore, who had attained leg-

endary status in the eyes of the

CTYIzens. He left Mark to be the desig-

nated pirate of 2011. Declan returned

unexpectedly in 2011, and for the first

time in CTYI history there were two

pirates on campus. That was Declan’s

last year; this year, Mark flies solo as

pirate. I took the liberty of interviewing

him to find what thoughts lie beneath the

hat.

I encountered him at a pizza party on

the 23rd of July, and he kindly agreed to

do an interview. Over a slice of pizza

and the music from Danny’s iPod, I

asked him about the life of a CTYI

pirate. In case you don’t know, Mark is

the guy who is covered in hair. He has

long hair, a full beard, and if you ran the

morning run on the 24th, you’d know he

had a lot of chest hair. He also never

goes anywhere without his pirate hat.

Mark said that he is “loving piracy”,

and went on to say it basically earned

him legendary status in the eyes of his

peers, such as his “invulnerability in nut-

sac”. This led us to the responsibilities

of piracy. He said he was a leader of

sorts to the CTYIzens, which he likes,

and is also in charge of teaching ‘The

Guide’ to newbies. The Guide, for those

who don’t know, is a handbook written

Ross Cronnolly &

Mark ‘Loafers’ Laherty

by Pirate Deco, Ben Murphy and Matt

Murtagh White.

Another more difficult responsibility

of the pirate, he added, “is keeping up

traditions”, like the dying ‘We Will

Gunda’ (in which when ‘We Will Rock

You’ plays at discos, “rock you” is

replaced with “Gunda”, who was a leg-

endary CTYI student that left in 2009).

He appears to be very successful in

maintaining most of the daily dress up

memes. 

I ask what advantages come with the

title of ‘Pirate’, if any. He said that a lot

of respect comes with it. He also

claimed to enjoy the speech-giving

aspect, such as the preaching of the

Guide in the Quad. When asked about

any disadvantages, the only thing he

could think of was once the invulnerabil-

ity in nutsac was banned, he became the

prime target - a minor complaint at

worst.

He is tight-lipped about who the next

Resident Awesome Pirate will be, but I

found out two things; it’s not me, and he

has already decided who his heir will be.

He said he has been subtly mentoring

the new pirate about the ways of piracy,

without letting the apprentice know.  

The interview ended on a heartwarm-

ing note as Mark spoke of his partner-

ship with Deco. He stated that his prede-

cessor taught him the secrets of being a

pirate. “Deco was a great mentor, and to

this day, a great friend!” 
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are convinced that he should have done

the voice over for the entry of the

Taoiseach.  He thinks he doesn’t have

the voice for it…we think otherwise.  

And of course, we couldn’t call this a

feature on Graham without looking into

that brilliant sense of humour. When

questioned him on which side of his

family he got his wit and charm from he

said, “I think my dad is quite glib, like I

would be. On the other hand, my grand-

father was kind of a family entertainer.

When you have any kind of family gath-

ering he would be the one with all the

jokes. I think it’s a combination of the

two. My dad has a rather dark sense of

humour, I think I do too. Then you see

elements of my grandfather’s humour as

well.”

Last but not least we have the ques-

tion that’s lingered on all of our minds

since first seeing Graham amongst the

other RAs. What is Graham’s actual

age? 

“Twenty one. Which may come as a

shock to some as I do have the receding

hairline of a thirty five year old. So,

coming across as twenty one is some-

times a bit of a surprise, certainly I’m a

permanent advert for McDonalds with

this thing I am.” 

Graham’s Top Quotes:

1.  Any questions, queries, problems,

kanadromes?

2. Ooh!  I just got smacked by a wave of

enthusiasm!

3. If your up to shifting Legolas

4. And there shall be no purpling!

5. Limited purpling at discos

Graham’s Top Tweets:

1.  “Joining the masses, following the

crowd – finally getting on-board with

the Twitterati.  Utterly, utterly confused

#firstdayonthejob

2. “MacBook defaulting to crazy-bright-

ness, it’s like trying to stare at the Bell

Rock Lighthouse…look at me using

twitter”

3. “No bodge lads, sure we only have to

be Spain and Italy now #COYBIG

#easylikesundaymorning”



What makes a CTYI legend?

We are all familiar with such past CTYI

legends as Pirate Deco, Rollo and

Gunda. These people have helped to

shape the experience of CTYI students

today. But what defines who should go

down in history? What unmistakable

qualities separate the ordinary from the

extraordinary? In short, what makes a

CTYI legend?

These are the people whose names

you know, speeches you’ve heard and

who are always at the centre of events

and traditions at CTYI. And these people

don’t always know you, because there

are few among us who take their

awsomeness to the next level and

become CTYI legends (Of which you

may be one, in which case, YAY FOR

YOU! But let’s assume for the purposes

of this article that you’re not.)

I have always found CTYI legends to

be a vital part of my CTYI experience.

They are often in our fondest memories

of CTYI, they entertain and they are

almost always that great mix of the

entirely different but also the entirely

happy with their self- acknowledged

weirdness. But it’s more than that. And

I’m writing this article because I’m curi-

ous as to just what ‘more’ is. So I decid-

ed – why not ask some CTYI legends

what they, themselves, think makes a

CTYI legend.

“It’s always someone who upholds

the traditions of CTYI and has a close

relationship with what goes on,” says

Shauna Caffrey, easily recognisable for

her self-proclaimed ‘gothic’ clothing.

For us session 2 folk, the word

Legend is pretty much considered a syn-

onym for Pirate. CTYI has had a great

tradition of Pirates, starting with Pirate

Wilim and his resemblance to Jack-

Sparrow, leading to Pirate Eoin, Pirate

Deco and finally to our 2012 pirate,

Pirate Mark.  Pirates are among the most

respected folk here at CTYI, which is

obvious by observing the reaction to our

current pirate, Mark Dee. Whenever he

enters a room, he is received with the

smiles and open arms with which all

CTYI students are welcomed, but also

something additional. He is welcomed

into a room with a look of recognition,

and an air of regard which I think is

reserved especially for those we dub 'le-

gends'.  

As a pirate, Mark is expected to lead

CTYIzens, give speeches, teach 'The

Guide' and keep the many traditions

alive. He has a certain amount of author-

ity, but I think this probably isn't his

most significant duty as a pirate. His pri-

mary duty seems to be to act as role

model, as someone for all CTYIzens to

look up to and admire.

This role is not just expected of

pirates. Other recognised faces across

CTYI include Shauna Caffrey who is

known for her elegant and stylish attire,

Loafers, notable for his general insanity

and donning of the actual ‘loafers’ shoes

and Dermot Davern - simply for having

the aura of a legend. Again, these people

are expected are to uphold the traditions

so dear to CTYI and to act as role mod-

els for CTYIzens in general. However, I

think the most significant requirement of

becoming a CTYI legend is having a

passion for the program itself, and in the

case of many legends, advertising your

attachment to the course and the people

in it more than others.

There is no set recipe for who

becomes a legend at CTYI. There is no

easy route to follow so that people will

like you or put you on the wiki we

regard as gospel. So what makes these

people what they are? Well, my class-

mates and I had a chat and decided that,

while there is no one discernible quality

that separates the legends from the

laypeople, there is a trend as to some of

the things they do that gives them that

“wow” factor. Firstly, CTYI legends are

never made in their first year here. So if

you’re a fretting newbie wondering why

your peers do not bow when you walk

in, don’t panic. CTYI legends generally

come into fruition the most when they

are in their nevermore year. And as a

rule, programme celebrities are always

active participants in the traditions here.

There has never been a legend who did-

n’t dress up as a pirate on Wednesdays

or draw a moustache on their face for so

called “open minded Tuesday.” 

The group that stand out the most

over the three weeks here are friendly,

enthusiastic and very confident. They

don’t get picked out of the crowd by

someone who decides who the legends

of CTYI are. They make a name for

themselves, either through something

they do, something they wear, or even

through somebody they are associated

with. Taking an active part in the tradi-

tions also refers to being in annual activ-

ities such as the talent show and ques-

tioning guest speakers. It is common for

them to not take themselves too serious-

ly as well, if you get easily embarrassed

or are very shy you won’t have the same

success in CTYI as the legends of the

past did.

When asked for his opinion on what

makes a CTYI legend, founder of the

CTYI bible, Tales of the Quad, Cian

MacMahon said that “generally being

really friendly to everyone makes you

really well liked.” He also agreed that

upholding the traditions and being help-

ful and encouraging to other people are

also vital aspects of any aspiring CTYI

celebrity.

In short, it is their exuberance, confi-

dence and eagerness to be a part of the

goings on of CTYI along with their

absolute passion for this opportunity that

makes Legends stand out as the historic

figures they are.

Mary Spillane, Catherine

Kelly & Anna Ceroni
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Post-CTYI Connections

CTYI ends. It is a horrible fact but it is

true. But... don't panic! It doesn't mean

you lose the people. These are -as Colm

always says- friendships we'll keep for

life. And there are infinite ways to keep

in touch. There are reunions and there

are letterboxes and there is email and

there are social networking websites. As

Paddy said in his speech before the

Taoiseach's visit, you never really leave

CTYI.

A massive advantage to nevermores

and regular CTYIzens alike are internet

communications. The internet provides

the ability to have constant communica-

tion without waiting for post to arrive.

Facebook, (our lord and saviour), is the

main way CTYIzens communicate.

Email and Skype are particularly handy

if you want to either send a long and

meaningful message, have a free online

phone call or a long-distance face to face

communication. I would thoroughly

advise signing up to Skype as it is free

and extremely useful. However, Skype

does require a microphone and reason-

able internet connection (and a camera if

you use webchat.)

Reunions, typically held in Stephen's

Green at twelve o'clock on an appointed

Loafers, Catherine Kelly &

Ross Cronnolly

date, are the highlights of many

CTYIzen's year. Three weeks is never

enough time in CTYI and it as at these

reunions when we rediscover the social

aspects of our beloved summer course.

Throngs of people clad in CTYI hoodies

gather outside the main entrance to

Stephen's Green to catch up with people

who, for three weeks in July, were the

only sights they saw and the only words

they heard. 

Beyond reunions and telecommunica-

tions lies the final frontier; what do you

do with yourself once CTYI is done and

dusted once and for all? It's an intimidat-

ing prospect, one that casts despair into

the hearts of many Nevermores. Colm

himself cast some light on the matter

during the Taoiseach's visit, telling of

four friends who travelled the world

together having met in CTYI. This

shows that ultimately, CTYI isn't a

place, it's a state of mind. We associate

that state of mind with our section of the

DCU campus, but ultimately that's just a

campus. It's the friendships that make

CTYI. As Paddy said, "CTYI is like

Hotel California, you can check out, but

you can never leave." Nor will you ever

have to.

As Gingey said, “The music never

dies as long as it plays on in your head.”

Male v Female RA groups

It’s a little strange. Asking around the

class casually as to what girls think male

RA group meetings may be like; words

are thrown about like “loud”, “boister-

ous” and 

“messy”. 

When I ask the male members of the

class what they think about female RA

meetings, they say “less loud, more gig-

gly”, “bitchy” and “gossipy”.

And this is not to discredit those who

took the more even direction, believing

them both to be “basically the same”,

because, in fact, they are right. 

As a member of both Caitlin and

Emmet’s RA groups, I have seen both

sides of the RA group coin. There may

be small differences, but those are to be

expected, for example, when the first

disco theme (Disney) was announced, I

was assured that yes, there were squeals

of delight in Caitlin’s RA group (I

missed that particular meeting. Sorry

Caitlin!), whereas in Emmet’s group it

was greeted with immediate discussion

of Tim Burton and Disney’s ownership

of Marvel.

Again, when it came to Emmet’s

group choosing their 3 songs for the sec-

ond disco (a privilege won during

Casino night), the songs and bands men-

tioned did not seem out of the norm, and

were among those that I, myself, like.

Although I don’t know how one of

the guys would be received in a female

RA group (I would expect it to be the

same), it never made any difference to

either Emmet or his group that I was

there, given that I was invited in (Fact:

Like vampires, girls can only enter male

RA group meetings if invited in). A few

of them don’t quite understand why I

keep turning up to their meetings, nor do

they particularly care that I’m there.

I won’t lie, I enjoy being able to potter

in and out of both RA meetings and have

a chat with everyone, and I’ve told

Emmet’s group that if they feel like I’m

intruding to throw me out(They haven’t

yet! YAY!)  

Conversation topics in both are pretty

much the same: class, activities, and cos-

tumes for the disco. The typical RA

group tasks such as choosing weekend

activities and hoodies are gone about in

the same way. The only real difference

was that the voices are maybe on a lower

register in Emmet’s Ra group, but that’s

all down to vocal chords. 

Shauna Caffrey compares male and female RA
groups to see if there really are that many differences.
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Newbies and Traditions

We’ll all admit that this year’s newbies

seem to be following along with the tra-

ditions. For seasoned CTYIzens, this is a

step in the right direction. For quite a

while, it seemed as if our beloved tradi-

tions were fading out. Now, with an

influx of newbies who are eager to learn,

it looks like the traditions will live on.

For all of us who’ve attended

CTYI for a good few years now, we’ve

definitely observed how willing and

enthusiastic the 2012 newbies are. When

their mentors click their fingers, they

follow tradition without a second

thought. No longer need Nevermores

worry that their cherished traditions will

die and hopefully the new batch of fresh,

enlightened newbies will carry on that

enthusiasm and spirit we all associate

with CTYI.

It can be assumed that the new

surge of open-minded newbies is thanks

to the fact that most of the die-hard vet-

eran CTYIzens have taken to ‘adopting’

newbie students. You’ll often hear peo-

ple on campus referring to their ‘newbs’,

or hear younger students talk about their

‘newb masters’. Mentors, as ‘newb mas-

ters’ are rightfully called, are expected to

teach their newbs to uphold all the tradi-

tions which CTYIzens hold so dear.

From themed days of the week

to disco songs and dances to what’s just

plain CTYI in nature, the newbies are –

thankfully – making attempts to follow

our lead, at the very least. Essentially,

they’re eager and willing to keep all the

quirky things which make CTYI what it

is alive.

The first themed day of the ses-

sion, playfully called ‘Open-Minded’

Tuesday, has really caught on this year,

with friends seen swapping clothes on

Monday evenings. Compared to other

years, where only one or two people per

Tuesday could be seen in daring outfits,

this year’s Tuesdays have been a roaring

success.

Pirate Wednesday, a classic here

in CTYI, has really ramped up this year.

Newbies seemed confused at first, but

quickly realised that you don’t need a

full pirate costume, clothes can be made

nautical with even the simplest of touch-

es.

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the

Galaxy, or simply ‘Dressing Gown’

Thursdays, are fun for all. Dressing

gowns and towels provide a casual feel,

and make everyone a little happier in the

mornings – a hard feat to accomplish,

considering this is a course where the

majority of the population rely on coffee

to wake themselves up. Newbies have

happily embraced this tradition, and only

needed to be lectured on the proper way

to wear the towel once.

Always a classic, Formal Friday

sees male CTYIzens in suits and ties,

and females donning dresses. A less cel-

ebrated daily tradition, this year has seen

much less reluctance to dress up than in

previous years. The newbie take on

Fridays is less definite, but they seem to

enjoy it as much as seasoned CTYIzens.

As the first disco rolled around,

newbies seemed happy to participate in

traditional dances. With a mosh pit that

seemed to encompass the entire dance

floor, there were clearly more people

participating than in previous years.

Once the RA’s decided enough was

enough and attempted to end the mosh,

it was not just CTYI disco veterans who

rebelled. Even the youngest newbies

continued moshing, only disbanding to

smaller circles later in the night, and

never stopping completely.

However, when American Pie

came on, there were an embarrassing

amount of newbies in the Nevermore

circle. While it could be a case of simply

not knowing any better, newbies have

been sternly warned to keep to the outer

circle. Hopefully, we won’t be seeing

newbies in the inner circle in future dis-

cos, though this is hope that is expressed

every year and sadly, one that is seldom

realised.

One tradition that appears to be

in severe decline this year is the floorgy.

With the grass in the quad dreadfully

mucky, there has been precious little

space for a floorgy. Early in the session,

an indoor floorgy was attempted under a

stairwell. This was, however, broken up

by a whole troupe of RA’s as a ‘fire haz-

ard’. There have been some attempts to

floorgy throughout the session, and both

veteran CTYIzens and newbies alike

seem eager to join.

Something that’s been on the

rise lately is the wonderfully odd mas-

sage chains. Often started by a small

group of friends, they quickly grow,

often spanning entire lengths of the

quad. Newbies, at first, seemed wary of

such chains, but have long since forgot-

ten their fears.

A tradition, id it can be called

that, that’s been catching everyone by

storm is ‘SURPRISEHAM!’ Shouts of

this can be heard resounding through the

quad, echoing down from the windows

of common rooms, or shouted along

tables in the canteen. Screamed by all

CTYIzens, regardless of how long

they’ve been a part of the family, it’s a

great way to make someone laugh. A

common way to bring about an opportu-

nity to ‘SURPRISEHAM!’ is to say

“Knock knock”. When asked who’s

there, the words are shouted in the

unsuspecting victim’s face. 

Siofra Tyrrell & Anna Ceroni
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CAT for two weeks

CAT began as a day course in 2009

spanning two weeks. In its first year,

CAT was only available to commuters.

In 2010 the programme returned as resi-

dential. Though we have since overcome

our differences, the relationship between

CTYI students and CATs has not always

been easy. In the past CTYI students

even sometimes referring to the CAT

program as the “Centre for Almost

Talented.” But this is in the past. Now

we share the activities and a disco and

there is harmony in the land. The one

injustice remains however, the CATs

only getting two weeks in DCU.  Why

should our brethren only get to experi-

ence two amazing weeks here? Does

missing out on CTYI by a couple of

points a really warrant missing a week? 

As a former student of CAT 2010

myself, prior to retaking the test in

February 2011, I have witnessed first

hand the majority of CAT history. This

has given me a strong connection to the

programme, one which I have failed to

establish with the same depth in CTYI.

This means I have also seen how the

CAT relationship with CTYI has devel-

oped and thus, have witnessed the

effects of the CATs leaving a week earli-

er than us as well. 

2010 was my one and only year of

CAT. I came up to DCU with a sort of

nervous anticipation that was making me

feel sick even before I was saw what

they were serving for dinner. When I

made it through my first day without

anyone making me feel like the nerd I

am often passed off as at home, I

thought it had been a lucky coincidence.

But I was wrong. All the students of

CAT were so friendly towards me, and,

with CAT only being in it’s first residen-

tial year, almost all of us were in the

same boat having never been away from

home before. 

When my two weeks at CAT came to

an end, devastated in the only thing I can

say that will even come close to describ-

ing how I felt. I desperately wished for

another week. Even in 2010, when CTYI

was nothing more than a mysterious cult

of brainiacs and superiority to us, I was

jealous of their extra time here on cam-

pus.

2010 was not a good year for CTYI-

CAT relations, with confusion as to what

the other programmes were. The CTYIs

frequently made comment on CATs not

having done as well on the test as they

did, but CATs to be fair retaliated with

equal disdain. The competition got to the

point where it was mentioned at RA

meetings. In my opinion the week of a

gap saved both groups of students much

insulting and inappropriate teasing in

2010, even if going home was upsetting.

With the continuation of CAT in 2011

however, came much change. There was

an extra effort made to integrate the

CATs and CTYIs. For example, CATs,

who had previously eaten breakfast at

nine in the morning and then went to

class at ten and had classes from then,

now got up at half seven with the rest of

us and had classes at the same times as

well. With the change in meal times,

CATs and CTYIs became more familiar

with each other. With ripening friend-

ships and CATs just getting into the

swing of courses, it was a blow for

everyone when they had to leave after

just two short weeks. My roommate and

I, Ciara, were especially disappointed as

we were firm friends with a number of

CATs whom I had been in my RA group

with the previous year.

Now in 2012, as we have seen the

CATs to leave once again, you could

spot sad faces all around campus. This

year it has been said that there is no dis-

tinction between CAT and CTYI any-

more, with the Centre for Academic

Talent attendees even staying in the

Larkfield residence. CTYI and CAT

have come to be such an integrated part

of each other that it is hard to distinguish

where the line is anymore. 

So why are we privileged with an

extra week on the DCU campus? Why

do we get to continue having the time of

our lives while the CATs go home, dis-

appointed to be leaving their friends.

When asked for their views on CAT

only being two weeks while CTYI is

three, CAT student, Nollaig O’ Cuill had

this to say, “It’s depressing, we deserve

another week.” Another enthusiastic

CAT, Emma Cummins also argued that

with their courses being a week shorter,

CATs often don’t have the time to devel-

op the relationships the CTYIs do. She

also commented that it is unfair on all

parties involved, particularly for CTYIs

as well because we have all come to be

such good friends with the CATs during

their time here that we cannot help but

miss them severely when they are gone,

which dampens our extra week to a cer-

tain extent.

I personally wish that CAT was 3

weeks. I am still very close to my

friends of two years ago and wish that

they had the chance to stay another

week. They miss out on so much, not

just five extra days of class, but an extra

week of fun filled socialising and an

extra disco, not to mention the entertain-

ing game of knutsack between the

instructors and TAs just after the closing

ceremony. I suppose we can all just

voice our opinions on the issue and cam-

paign to get justice for our friends for

the moment because there is not much

more we, as teenagers, can do. 

To  the CATs of 2012 I say this, reit-

erating the CTYI motto, “Don’t cry

because it’s over, smile because it hap-

pened.”  

Mary Spillane &

Caroline Gowan
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How students view CTYI

CTYI has taken over my life. For these

three weeks, nothing outside exists. I

can’t remember the last time food didn’t

taste bad. My head is occupied by towels

and random shouts of ‘AARGH!’ When

I think of my living room, I no longer

picture a couch and a television but a

spot on the grass within the four corners

of the quad. This is my home, and it’s

the one place I can wear a dressing gown

past twelve o’clock that people don’t

stare. (Even if technically, dressing

gowns shouldn’t be worn past midday.) I

can't put it into words. Most CTYIzens

feel this way.  So... I asked them to try,

in one word, to encompass their CTYI.

Jack Kearney, Anna Ceroni

& Catherine Kelly

Session 1 vs Session 2
Mark Laherty, Anna Ceroni &

Ross Cronnolly & Aideen Byrne

Many CTYIzens are in the habit of

attending a particular session each year

so as to stay with their friends. This has

resulted in a level of romanticism around

'the other session'. Session 1 character

Gingey Monaghan often joked that

Session 2 contained mirror 'evil' versions

of all the Session 1 people. But is there

really such a difference between the two

sessions?

One marked difference between

Session 1 and Session 2 is the absence of

the Centre for Acedemic Talent students,

which are dubbed as 'CATs'. Upon talk-

ing to a friend from Session 2 before

having attending the session myself, the

topic raised quite a bit of confusion.

When my friend told me of the "CATs"

in Session 2, I was convinced that

Session 2 was infested with the furry lit-

tle creatures. Obviously I was vastly

misguided. 

Another difference between Session 1

and Session 2 is the importance of the

hypothetical points game. If such a game

were to exist, I would argue that it

would be a much bigger factor in

Session 1 than Session 2, contrary to any

hypothetical misconceptions.

A fairly big difference between

Session 1 and Session 2 is their history

with legends. Session 2 has the bigger

roster out of the two, the exact figure is

disputable however it is known that

Session 2 has more legends. This is a

primarily because the "Residential

Awesome Pirate" usually resides in

Session 2. The title of pirate comes with

automatic and unquestionable legendary

status. The current pirate, Mark Dee is

widely respected, as was the previous

pirate Deco and so on.

Being a legend in Session 1 is much

harder because of this. Last year in

Session 1 there was Caoimhe Foley and

arguably Gingey Monaghan, though he

is not on the wiki. It seems Session 2

people are a bit more flamboyant. This

may be because of the pirates in Session

2 who try their hardest to uphold the tra-

ditions. However Session 1 is said to

have more of a family mentality, which

Session 2 is often accused of being more

cliquey.

Sarah Byrne, a Behavioural

Psychology student, attended both ses-

sions this year and as such gives us a

better understanding of the two sessions

and how they interact. Sarah has been

coming to CTYI for three years now.

She has attended Session 1 three times

however this is the first year she has

attended Session 2.  She decided to

attend both sessions "for the courses and

because I wanted to see if the sessions

are similar."

Sadly this is Sarah's last year here at

CTYI due to her age, and of course,

finances. There are hopes that Enda

Kenny's visit has inspired the govern-

ment to return funding, but it seems

unlikely.

Sarah talked about how she has heard

many people professing how different

the two sessions are but her opinion is

that "the energy and level of enthusiasm

is much the same." She also thinks that

the interaction between people in both

sessions is very similar but possibly

Session 1 is "more hyper," ie. they play

more jokes and pranks than in Session 2. 

Overall, Sarah loves CTYI and

believes "it's the best thing that could

ever happen to you." That statement

alone shows that no matter what session

you do, CTYI is still amazing.

Sarah finished with these words; "If

the people running CTYI are reading

this, I'd like to say thank you for such an

amazing program. It has meant a lot to

me over the years."
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CTYI Award season stalking

During a break last week I let it slip that

the journalism class was to begin work

on the newspaper.  I was immediately

surrounded by people asking me about

the Famous Peoples Page and how they

could be a part of it. People began with

saying they had never been on the page

before and would really like to be fea-

tured. Others suggested categories in

with they would be most likely to win.

Another wind of people began with

bribery such as one boy trying to trade

me a photo of one of the RA’s in return

for a place on the page.  There were two

main perpetrators which took things to

another level. One curly headed female

choose to follow me and constantly

repeat her request to be put in the paper

but one person though that went above

and beyond. He took things to a new

extreme. He chose to follow me every

whispering complements in my ear and

appear around so often that even my TA

noted it. The Cyber Psych student then

began a string of text messages...

“Your eyes look beautiful in the shad-

ows.” 

“You have really symmetrical finger-

nails.”

“You have a very ladylike femur.”  

For a while I considered not naming him

because doing so would just reward his

actions but I will. Future journalism stu-

dents must be ready for his advances. So

for the last time Mike leave me alone!  

Caroline Gowan

CTYI Talent Show 2012

The CTYI 2012 Talent Show took place

on the 29th of July, with a large crowd

of students attending the Larkin Lecture

Theatre to view the evening’s event.

There was great anticipation among the

crowd to see what talent there was in

this current group of CTYIzens.  

The show began around 7.30pm and

it proved to be a great night of entertain-

ment with the presenters Shane and

Jason doing a terrific job of keeping the

crowds attention and amusement

throughout the shows duration.  Mark

Dee and Dermot Davern’s provided

some hilarious commentary at different

points throughout the show, which

proved to go down well with plenty of

laughs being heard from the audience.

However, the people who really stole the

show were the performers themselves.

Everyone’s acts were brilliant with some

including music, monologues, poetry

recital, dance and more.  Some of the

performers included Jack Williamson,

Catherine Kelly, Shauna McCaffrey,

Doireann O’Keeffe, Michael O’Shea,

Niamh McDermott, Matthew O’Dwyer,

Niamh McDermott, Caoimhin De

Bhailis, and these are only some of the

few individuals that were present on

Sunday night.  Interval acts such as the

waxing of the majority of the male RA’s

legs was highly amusing and really kept

the crowds attention.  

The show reached its conclusion

close to 10.00pm and as it was a “school

night” so to speak, student were rushed

back to their rooms but not before wit-

nessing a splendid performance of the

talent there is here in Ireland.

Jack Kearney
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The Legend of C199: 

The Quest Continues

It was my fault. I had been reminiscing

on my first year at CTYI, and, fool that I

was, fell to thinking of C199. I knew

that the last expedition had had casual-

ties, but I put that thought to the back of

my mind. 

It was a fateful Pirate Wednesday

when our group set out; I was the expe-

dition leader, accompanied by the kind

financier of the mission, Síofra Tyrrell,

professional roomologist Darragh

Moynihan, mercenaries Níamh Kearney

and Naoise McHugh, geologist Hannah

O’Boyle and apprentice Jane. Dermot

Davern, survivor of the original expedi-

tion, was our guide. 

We set out from the boundary where

The Street meets the sprawling Henry

Grattan building, and swore this as our

meeting place should the worst befall us.

Little did we expect the grim events that

came to pass. 

Our group’s first challenge came

sooner than we had expected, as we

were divided as to ascend the building

by the stairs, or the lift, which we all

knew would be a huge risk. However, in

a show of loyalty and team-work, we set

aside our differences and mounted the

stairs into the unknown as one united

flock. 

We explored the Grattan’s

labyrinthine floor, following corridor

after corridor, the numbers on the doors

acting as our only guide, until we came

to a strange,  new area,  where the door

numbers began with CA, not just C.

Faced with an imposing set of double

doors, tension began to grip us, and we

debated whether to go on or not. 

Darragh bravely went through the

doors alone, and just as we were bound

to follow, a vision of the legendary

Eleanor divided us. In panic, we were

flung from one another, and Naoise,

Hannah, Jane and I found ourselves hid-

ing in a stairwell. Unsure at first what to

do, we unanimously decided to return in

search of our friends. To our dismay, we

found that they had vanished.

We refused to lose hope, and after

further searching, we found Dermot,

whose experiences in the original expe-

dition had hardened his resolve to find

the room. We travelled on, and, rounding

a corner, were once again visited by the

vision of Eleanor. Deeming us worthy of

imparting sacred wisdom to, she granted

us the knowledge that the room had

existed in our world, in the space now

occupied by the offices. 

Enlightened, we struggled to the

offices, fighting the elements in the bar-

ren wastes of the Grattan, a fight which

claimed my left eye, and left many of us

exhausted. Our quest was not in vain. In

the L-space between the realms of our

reality, time and space, we found the

room. We cowered in terror and awe, but

Dermot, thirsting for knowledge and

answers, entered the room alone. 

We felt the tremors of the closing door

echo throughout the building and

watched in horror as we saw the seams

of reality stretch and tear before our eyes

as the room de-materialised with a

resounding FWOOM, taking Dermot

with it. 

Unable to do anything but flee, we

returned to the fringes of the Grattan to

our meeting point, to regroup, praying

that our missing friends would return.

Minutes passed by, and the visions of

what we had seen haunted us. We

focused our remaining energy on send-

ing telepathic messages to anyone who

may have survived, and thanks to the

merciful gods, Síofra and Níamh

returned, battered and bloody, but alive. 

In 2009, an intrepid group of explorers and investigative journalists embarked on a
quest for knowledge, and a room. The room, C199, was an enigma, sign-posted all
over campus, but nowhere to be found. Nearly 4 years after the original expedition,
Shauna Caffrey reports on the epic adventures second instalment. 
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We learned later that Darragh had fought

bravely against the Balrog accounted in

the earlier mission, and had fallen

valiantly. Níamh and Síofra bore the

only remnant of his body- the middle

finger of his right hand.

We found the room, but was it worth

what we lost? I lost my five good eyes,

and the mental scars that we all gained

from our ordeal are so terrible that we

can never wipe the image of the room

from our mind. It haunts us. Síofra stays

up all night, and Níamh’s room-mate is

woken every few hours by the sound of

screams. 

I have yet to gain the courage to pay

my respects to Dermot’s widow, and

Caoimhín will never forgive me for what

The origins of knutsack

Knutsack is the staple activity of the stu-

dents of CTYI and a great example of

course tradition to newbies. 

Having been introduced to us teens

for the first time in 2004, Knutsack has

grown hugely in popularity since then.

But where did this innocent yet fiercely

competitive game come from?

Journalism instructor, Andrew Payne,

talks about knutsack’s fascinating histo-

ry.

Knutsack began amongst TAs in

2003. At this time, classes still ended at

three but study only started at seven, not

the 6:30-8:30 we are now used to.

During this four hour gap the teaching

assistants, who do not reside on campus,

were understandably bored. So, thanks

to the creative intuition of the 2003 staff,

Knutsack came to be.

Knutsack was originally played with

a lone beanbag found opportunely at the

back of the sports hall where activities

used to take place. As it is today,

Knutsack was enjoyed by TAs in the

‘stone circle’ as it has come to be called,

just outside the canteen, during those

long, arduous, hours while the students

were busy doing activities or enjoying

dinner. The 2003 students of CTYI were,

however, still oblivious to this revolu-

tionary game.

In 2004, some of the 2003 staff

returned, with great memories of hazy

afternoons playing Knutsack imprinted

in their minds. Naturally, the game

began again, with instructors joining in

this time round too. One of the TAs who

had begun playing the game in 2003,

Ultan Courtney, who was especially

enthusiastic about the game, wrote a

book on the rules of the game, right

down to what clothes one was ideally

supposed to wear when playing!

Unfortunately his book, “The

Constitution of Knutsack” is not often

referred to by modern day CTYIzens,

with some of the games original rules

being abolished in favour of more practi-

cal ones.

“He came in one Monday with a

book about this thick written about all

the rules of the game,” reminisces

Andrew Payne, CTYI journalism

instructor of the past eight years, as he

gestures that the booklet was roughly the

size of a four hundred page A4 volume.

Rumour has it that Courtney wrote the

constitution over the space of just one

weekend. He is noted for his work in

introducing new staff to the game, to the

point where the students wanted in on

the action. They were eager to learn the

elusive truth behind the game the TAs

occupied themselves with while the stu-

dents were off socialising during the day. 

A fact unknown to many CTYIzens,

including myself until my research for

this article, Knutsack has its own set of

vocabulary, similar to CTYI itself. A

“sacklete” was someone who played

Knutsack, while losing your last life to

someone was known as a “suasack.”

Originally the game was played where

each player had three lives, as opposed

to the single life we commonly play with

today. Losing all three lives to the same

person in three consecutive throws was

labelled a witty “sacsacution.”

It became obvious that Knutsack was

more than just a passing phase when the

sackletes began wearing tighter clothes

and tucking their trousers into their

socks in order to compete more fiercely

in the game. In 2004, students eagerly

became involved at break and lunch,

enjoying it immensely. When its popu-

larity was overwhelming, RAs adopted

to introduce Knutsack as an activity in

itself.

In more recent times, a pattern has

emerged that students favour using a

bread roll in place of the traditional

beanbag,  partly due to the fact that

beanbags are not readily available

because we do not use the sports centre

for activities anymore but also as a sign

of mild disrespect towards the canteen

food. Every year, the instructors and TAs

of the session’s classes enjoy a game of

Knutsack just after the closing ceremo-

ny, commonly referred to as ‘suitsack.’

The game usually warrants cheers and

enthusiasm from the soon to be lone-

some teens as they gather in anticipation

of their final disco.

As for Knutsack outside of CTYI?

Well, let it not be said that no one else

has heard of it! The National College of

Art and Design (NCAD) held an exhibi-

tion where a video of Knutsack, or

Freezethaw as it was sometimes referred

to in its early years, being played on a

helicopter launch pad was played.

Knutsack, though, is most famous for

the role it plays in life at CTYI. 

Thus knowing the origins of

Knutsack, the CTYIzens of the future

can continue to take part in this game as

a coveted part of CTYI tradition. 

Mary Spillane

happened to Darragh. They knew the

risks when we set out, we all did, but

that does not mean that I blame myself

any less. 

If you feel the need to search for the

room, stay away. Let this be a warning

to all future generations of CTYIzens.

What we saw, what we endured, should

never be repeated.
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Sportalian evolution

Yes, they are changing. This year it

seems as if the Sportalians that we knew

and loathed have become a somewhat

more tolerable sort. For one thing,

they’re younger. Weenie Sportalians who

look no older than five have been spot-

ted around campus, while the oldest

seem to be only in their teens. The

younger group sport backpacks and

point to things, for all of the world like

Sportalian figurehead, Dora The

Explorer.

The difference in age also attributes

to some of the other differences that we

have noted: a distinct lack of the clouds

of cigarette smoke that hover around the

fringes of the older groups, and a wholly

more quiet and polite manner. 

These young new Sportalians have

also been known to compliment

CTYIzens, much to their surprise, and

do not wear the large sunglasses charac-

teristic to the other groups that we have

observed. Much speculation has gone on

in CTYI as to why this might be: Is it

due to the rain?(That never stopped them

before) Or is it perhaps some bizarre rite

of passage in Sportalian culture, in that

sunglasses are worn as a symbol of dom-

inance when adulthood (and the height

of obnoxiousness) is reached? 

Something that’s been seen a lot

recently is Sportalian cross-dressers –

and not just on Tuesdays! The current

theory is that they think it’s Irish culture,

to cross-dress on random days. Here, we

hit a dilemma. Do we try to educate

them? Tell them it’s just us, and only on

Tuesdays? Or do we let them develop

their own culture, and hope this time

they won’t be obnoxious about it?

Another trademark of a CTYIzen is

the ability to competently play knutsac.

While Sportalians have been seen trying

to play our national sport, they’ve adopt-

ed their own set of rules. There’s a lot of

flailing around, and steps taken that

clearly shouldn’t have been. They may

not understand the rules, but they’re

determined to have some fun with their

own backward version of the game.

Yet another aspect of the evolution of

Sportalians is the fact that they’ve been

heard complaining about canteen food.

In past years, Sportalians of all ages

have seemed content with what is tenta-

tively called ‘food’ served in the can-

teen. Now, however, it’s not uncommon

to hear heavily accented voices mutter-

ing about how “disgusting” it is. Has

their natural diet improved somehow,

leaving the substitute of canteen food

unappealing?

While there have been many uncon-

firmed rumours about strange Sportalian

behaviour, you’ve yet to hear the

strangest. Apparently, some Sportalian

girls have been seen in bathrooms trying

to inhale air straight from the hand-dry-

ers. Brought to our attention by

Doireann O’Keeffe, she’s said that a

friend of her’s saw two of them, “one

trying to keep it going, and the other

with her head under it, just breathing it

in”.

It’s confusing behaviour like this that

leaves us all baffled when it comes to

understanding Sportalians. Maybe some-

day we’ll know enough about them that

these occurrences might make sense.

However, we can only hope they contin-

ue to progress so that we may further

understand them.

We’ve all seen changes in Sportalian behaviour lately. Are they evolving? Or is it all just
wishful thinking? Síofra Tyrrell and Shauna Caffrey report.
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Cinema shootings

On Friday July 20th 14 innocent people

lost their lives in a senseless massacre at

the premiere of the Dark Knight Rises in

Aurora Colorado. Many of the cinema-

goers on that faithful night only expect-

ed a movie, but these unfortunate vic-

tims got a front row seat to a show of

madness and bloodshed.

The perpetrator of the attack is

believed to have idolised the Joker,

Batman’s arch nemesis. James Holmes

the gunman is known to have purchased

full body armour, an AR 15 assault rifle,

a 12 gauge shotgun and two Glock pis-

tols in the weeks before commencing the

attack. The psychopath had apparently

mailed a note book filled with detailed

drawings of how he would proceed with

the massacre to a member of staff at the

University of Colorado. Apparently

Holmes had planned the shooting a

month in advance. This ruthless planning

had resulted in the deaths of 14 innocent

people and the physical wounding of 58

others. However this man has psycho-

logically scarred the world.

The victims of this tragedy included

men and women alike. A war veteran,

one pregnant woman, another victim

who had survived a shooting one month

earlier in Toronto and most tragically the

youngest victim was only 6 years old.

According to an eyewitness “As I looked

around there were a couple of dead bod-

ies and someone coughing blood. We

were really scared and we just tried to

get to the nearest car. We saw a police

officer carrying a child. There was blood

everywhere and it was just horrific.” The

response to this attack has been one of

shock, anger and sadness. Innocent peo-

ple gunned down by a madman.

President Obama made a visit to

Aurora to pay his respects to the victims

and their families. Recently Christian

Bale who plays Batman in the film also

visited the hospital beds of those wound-

ed. Christopher Nolan the director of the

Dark Knight Rises has also expressed

his shock and sadness of the attack. All

cast members have declined for inter-

views out of respect of those affected.

This has also raised the issue of gun

control in the United States especially

with the upcoming presidential election.

Both sides have agreed that this attack

should have not have happened and per-

sonally I believe that politics should not

come into this. Guns don’t kill people,

people do and this man is sick. Also it is

stupid to say that this was the fault of the

Batman comics. This believe stems from

the 1986 comic strip The Dark knight

Returns where a redheaded patron opens

fire in a Batman inspired movie. This

claim is as ridiculous as blaming the

Quran for September 11th.

Bottom line is that people are capable

of doing horrible things to one another

but we are also capable of beautiful

things and caring for each other. So

don’t let the madness and darkness of

the world get you down. The only way

to change is to start with yourself.

Andrew Duffy, Nadia

Vreeland & Fiona McPartlan

Letters on Sportalia
Dear Reader,

I am hardly the greatest advocate for

Sportalian Rights. I’m not expected to

be; after all, I’m a CTYIzen. But even I

can accept that there are certain things

Sportalians deserve.

Another, less generous, CTYIzen might

say that Sportalians are obnoxious and

rude and they do not merit our kindness.

They’d probably mention the way

Sportalians mock our ancient, revered

traditions. They’d finish by saying that

Sportalians are just irritating in general.

For example, one unnamed funsize red-

head, said, “They don’t need rights.

They’re cattle.”

And maybe she’s right. But just because

Sportalians don’t adhere to common

courtesy doesn’t mean we should stoop

to their level. We are the talented youth

of Ireland; we should know better.

Among the rights I suggest for our

European friends are these:

The right to convert oxygen to carbon

dioxide.

The right to eat the same food in the

canteen as CTYIzens.

The right to make use of their five sens-

es.

The right to wear sunglasses… even if

it’s raining.

The right to wear backpacks of a similar

colour, shape and size to one another.

The right to believe they have swag.

This is the way I plan to treat Sportalians

and the way I propose you do too. Send

your emails of approval and admiration

to 42piratesnapple@dressinggowntran-

nies.com.

Yours adamantly,

Astrologer specialising in the dream-

ing of big dreams.

Dear Astrologer specialising in the

dreaming of big dreams,

I, for one, am constantly appalled by the

treatment of our Sportalian cousins by

CTYIzens. Sportalians are humans too,

and deserve nothing less than the same

treatment that we have. Their culture and

traditions deserve to be held with equal

respect and reverence as our own, and if

a hypothetical game existed, they should

most certainly not be held as a minus!

The Sportalian peninsula has been a vital

location in Europe, producing dance,

food, and accepting our surplus Irish cit-

izens during the Summer months. We, I

mean, they try to learn about CTYI

while they are here, and try to embrace

our traditions. It’s the very least that we

can do to try and do the same. I mean,

what does anyone actually know about

Sportalians? Has anyone actually tried to

talk to them about how they feel?

I hope that someday Sportalians will be

accepted by CTYIzens and shown the

respect that they and their culture truly

deserve.

Yours in distaste,

Pedro Hernandez. 
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Real life superheroes

A superhero craze is gripping the world

of CTYI. Many of this summer’s biggest

box office releases flaunt the name of

many comic book favourites: The

Avengers, Batman, Spiderman,  even

Stan Lee (former president of Marvel,

for those of you who have not yet con-

verted. He’s not quite a comic book

favourite, but you can wager that comic

books are HIS favourite.)  all have had

their own films hit the cinemas since

Summer began. 

In light of the men dressed like bats,

Norse gods, and mutant vigilantes fight-

ing crime (and each other) on our

screens , Shauna Caffrey decided to do a

little research of her own and see if she

could find any real life caped crusaders.

The self-dubbed “Rain City

Superheroes” of Seattle, USA consist of

ten masked vigilantes who patrol the

streets at night. Their leader, Phoenix

Jones, created his costume to protect his

identity when people began to recognise

him in the streets for breaking up fights.

The group’s costumes range from elabo-

rate, to simply concealing ones face and

hood with a scarf and hood. Jones has

revealed that he has a “nine to five job”

and is married with two children.

Despite the group’s self-promotion over

their website, one Seattle police officer

commented that he doubted that the

group had ever stopped a crime. 

Czech superhero Supervaclav became

a sensation online when his small-time

crime fighting videos were posted. His

unconventional methods included dump-

ing buckets of cold water over those

who dared to smoke on public transport.

And woe betide those who incurred the

wrath of Supervaclav by not picking up

their dog’s leavings in the park-

Supervaclav had a taste for irony in this

case- and smeared it on the offending

owners.  Sadly, the red caped, blue

shorted superhero turned out to be noth-

ing more than a clever marketing ploy in

a sales campaign for a sports camcorder

company.

In my opinion, the most entertaining,

if not most helpful, real life superhero is

our friend from Kent, Angle-Grinder

Man. The blue leotard wearing, power

tool wielding superhero burst onto the

scene in 2003, and immediately caught

the attention of the BBC (and

Richard&Judy. Does anyone remember

them?). An anonymous odd-job man by

day, Angle-Grinder Man admits that he

“may not be able to single-handedly and

totally cast off the repressive shackles of

a corrupt government- But I can cut off

your wheel clamps for you.”  Listing

speed cameras and clamping firms

amongst his arch-enemies, his website

offered (it seems to no longer exist)  a

free clamp removal service, and a phone

number whose voicemail asked the

caller to “leave a message after the

grinding sound” . A Kent police spokes-

woman at the time said that there had

been no complaint filed about Angle-

Grinder Man’s activities, from either

civilian’s or the clamping company.  

So, do these real life superheroes in

any way rival their literary counterparts?

Despite the noble things that they list

among their motives and the charitable

services that they provide for the public,

I think not. A distinct lack of Batcaves,

super villains, Stark enterprises, and

actual super powers (none of them claim

to have been exposed to Gamma radia-

tion or mutated due to spider bites)

means that these real “superheroes” lack

the drama and in many cases, the

panache and appeal of the more famous

likes of  Batman, Thor, Superman and

Captain America. That said, I doubt that

anyone would complain if they had their

own friendly neighbourhood Angle-

Grinder Man.

Shauna Caffrey

Why do nice guys fail?

“Were will we go today?” she said.

“Well we can go here, here or here” he

said pointing to three different locations,

a park the cinema and a shopping centre.

She gave him a look. “I don’t know” he

said “what do you want to do?” “I don’t

mind.” “I don’t either”

He is a nice guy. Like most of us he

has been brought up to dismiss the dom-

inating male cliché of years gone by and

has been told to embrace the idea that

men should do everything possible to

please women at all costs. So that’s what

he does, try.  And most often fails, why?

I hear you ask? Well let’s take the above

example. He wants her to be happy so he

thinks by offering her multiple choices

he will achieve his goal. When the con-

versation turns into the inevitable back

and forth of ‘well you decide” “But I

don’t mind ““Well I don’t mind either’ it

shows that neither is willing to back

down because both are afraid they will

make the wrong choice. For him if he

picks a place he feels that he will be a

“typical” bossy male, a bad man. But if

he doesn’t he believes himself to be pas-

sive weak and ineffectual and he will act

accordingly and he shall one again be a

“bad man".

We need to get past this. Instead of

trying to be nice guys we need to be

good guys. We need to rediscover being

manly not macho, we need to learn when

to be strong and when to be soft. When

to stand up for our loved ones and when

to give them space. But most important-

ly not to bully. We are sadly stuck

between two equally tragic concepts of

masculinity “the mans man” and the

“nice guy” of recent decades.

We need to redefine ourselves. We

need noble men, not the childish imma-

ture individuals described as ‘masculine”

today. Let’s forget the one dimensional

stereotypes from movies TV and the

street corner and move on.

Always remember this, it’s not about

controlling (it NEVER is!!) it’s about

knowing what you want and what’s right

for your lover. Always do what’s right.

Not just in relationships but in life.

Don’t be afraid to take risks because the

thing you’re afraid to do? It might just

be the thing you have to do. Listen to

your conscience it will always guide you

right. But most of all have fun and enjoy

life because it’s beautiful and it’s too

short.  And never permit dominating and

controlling behavior from your partner

either. Bottom line: neither sex ever

should. 

Being pro man is never about being

anti woman in the same way pro woman

is never about being anti man. Be pro

everyone fool! Nice guys finish last.

Bad guys end up dead or in jail.

Good guys don’t even have to compete. 

Andrew Duffy
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Canteen food reviewed

The canteen is invariably portrayed as a

horrific entity, producing only the most

basic and unedifying of meals. Many

CTYIzens will stick with Spar, vending

machines and the stuff that you find in

the end of gutters rather than stomach

the supplied foodstuffs. Newbies are

often alarmed by this exaggerated hostil-

ity to the canteen - surely, surely it can't

be that bad?

Well, it really is…but the positive thing

is that it’s improving… gradually.

People are starting to finally guess the

contents of the mystery curry, the reason

Jack Kearney, Doireann

O’Keeffe & Mark Laherty

The Canteen Experience

As I walk nervously into the infamous

DCU canteen, I am immediately hit with

the overwhelming smell of deep-fried

chips and greasy lasagne. I sigh, it is evi-

dent that the food I experienced when I

first came here as a newbie two years

ago has not changed or improved.

Upon spotting my friends out of the

corner of my eye, I head for the never-

ending queue. Amidst the cheery small

talk and idle chit-chat of the students in

the line is the growing sense of dread as

to what we will be served today.

Grabbing my tray and cutlery, I advance

along the counter, my stomach rumbling

but my head screaming to run.

I smiled at the canteen staff as I

requested lasagne and chips. They do not

return my good cheer, saying nothing but

“next” as soon as they have stoically

handed me my plate. Dejected, I grab a

bread roll, the staple food of all

CTYIzens during our three week stay

here, and doge my way around some

Sportalians on my way to the ketchup

counter. 

I sit down beside my roommate with

a dissatisfied comment about the inedi-

ble food. I take in my plate of piping hot

chips and lasagne. After exchanging

Mary Spillane

why nearly every dish served at lunch is

accompanied by chips, and that never

ending question that has puzzled the

mind of every CTYI student: What’s in

the soup?  

Over time, the canteen has lost cus-

tomers to the nearby Spar, which offers

quick, convenient meals without the seri-

ous issue of a long queue.  However, the

canteen has made a comeback this year,

losing fewer customers to Spar then it

usually does.    

This is certainly an achievement given

the culinary delights offered at the can-

teen are far from appealing.  

So what is the solution to this

predicament, to choose Spar as your

choice of fine dining, or dare enter the

abyss that is the canteen?

When people hear the words

“Canteen Food” words spring to mind

like “vile”, “unhealthy” and “Surprise

Ham!” But some people think that it’s

“not that bad” and “it could be worse”.

Some people think it’s too expensive

considering the quality of it. People even

claim that it makes them sick. But it is

supposedly getting gradually better each

year. Overall the general opinion is that

some meals are “completely disgusting”

but others are quiet good and hopefully

it will keep getting better each year.

repulsed glances, my friends and I dig

in.

To my utmost surprise, the lasagne

tastes quite good, and most of my chips

are satisfyingly crispy. I nod my

approval to the others just as another

“spontaneous clap” erupts in the CTYI

section of the canteen. I join in, some-

what exasperatedly. All around me, fel-

low CTYIers are chatting and laughing

about their day. I can’t help but notice

that, much as we complain about it and

all, the canteen is a vital place in which

to socialise, network, and even, on rare

occasions, eat.
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Signing Page
Ask your friends to leave
you a message here!
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Signing Page
Ask your friends to leave

you a message here!

27



CTYI Session 2, 2012

28



Class Reviews

Biotechnology

We settled right in to one of the TA,

Cormac’s, random science question ses-

sions. The informal atmosphere made us

feel very at home. The class pestered the

friendly and informative teaching assis-

tant with questions about all types of sci-

ence, which he answered enthusiastical-

ly. Posing queries from the legality of

drugs to the colours of soap, the class

participated actively while obviously

having fun.

The class were just finishing making

score cards for their powerpoint presen-

tations when the teacher, Catriona,

walked in.

Immediately, the class straightened

up and stopped talking in preparation to

depart to the lab, where they would

check their bacteria growths. We fol-

lowed them to the lab where we all

donned our white lab coats and safety

goggles. The class then proceeded to

take their plates of e-coli and s.auras and

check the growth of bacteria and the

effect of antibiotics by holding it up to

the light. Student Lina Anderson

explained to us that they do “hardcore

science stuff” as part of their everyday

class with Catriona. However, the stu-

dents adore their TA, Cormac, who

reportedly bakes them brownies, so it is

very easy to see why!

All in all, biotechnology seems like a

fun yet stimulating and informative

class.

Mary Spillane & Laura MacMahon

Ever wondered what it would have been like to do a different course this year? Not
sure which course you’d like to try next year? We visited different classrooms
around CTYI to see what they were learning...
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Behavioural Psychology
There were many things that struck us

when we walked into the Behavioural

Psychology B classroom. 

The class were halfway into a discus-

sion about minders and their advantages

and disadvantages in reference to the

development of children. While we did-

n’t really know what they were talking

about, the style of teaching soon became

apparent. The teacher gave them a topic,

explained the context and asked them

what they thought. Every student was

allowed to voice their opinion. There

was a mutual respect among the stu-

dents; they rarely cut across one another. 

We liked the way the teacher con-

tributed to the discussion and made it a

lot more like an analysis of the subject

than a lesson of the subject. Each per-

son’s view was relevant and treated as

such. Whenever anyone asked the

teacher to explain something, she

explained it very simply and very well

using examples. It should be noted that

not only do they discuss psychology, but

the ethics behind it as well. An example

of this is the question, “are nannies bet-

ter from a psychological standpoint than

a minder or the parents?”

From our brief experience of

Behavioural Psychology, we deduced

that Behavioural Psychology was discus-

sion orientated. It seemed like great fun,

and afterward, the students told us that

Behavioural Psychology was ‘great’ and

that they’d recommend everyone do it.

Catherine Kelly & Ross Connolly

Business and Innovation

At around 11:15, we visited the Business

course in CG05. From our first step into

the classroom you could literally feel the

intensity of the class. A younger boy was

giving his presentation, to practice for

their debate with the Economics and

Politics class. The class almost seemed

like a big intellectual conversation.

One of the first things that we

noticed was how small the class was and

the lack of girls. Only three of the thir-

teen students in business were girls.

Although the class is so small, every stu-

dent remained diligent and focused on

the topics discussed. Personally, as jour-

nalists, business does not appeal to us,

but if you enjoy intellectual conversa-

tions about business and its topics, this is

the course for you. Business is the type

of course that you either love or hate,

because if you don’t have the natural

interest in it you might just get lost.

However, all students in the business

class seemed very interested in all that

went on in the class.

Doireann O’Keeffe & Nadia Vreeland

Cyber Psychology

As we entered the classroom, the stu-

dents were quietly listening to a guest

speaker. They were all very attentive,

jotting down occasional notes.

The guest speaker was talking about

how once information is online, anyone

can find you – no matter how well-hid-

den you think you are.

Personally, I recommend changing

your passwords regularly, and double-

check your Facebook privacy settings

almost every other day. 

The CyberPsych class all seemed

happy to be there, and paid full attention

when both the guest and the teacher

stood to speak.

There was an almost solemn atmos-

phere and a tangible tension when the

class was told how easy it would be to

find out every sordid detail about their

lives.

All in all, it seems a fun and informa-

tive class to take. I’d happily recom-

mend it to anyone interested in comput-

ers, basic psychology, or amateur stalk-

ing.

Siofra Tyrrell



Japanese
This course has been a stalwart of CTYI

for many years now, and maintains a

strong, enthusiastic student body. Taught

by Patrick Caldwell, with TA Arann

McMahon in tow, the course has

returned for another successful session. 

Patrick keeps a firm grasp on the

class but allows lulls during which stu-

dents can chat so that they don't get

bored or agitated-as such, they can actu-

ally pay attention when they need to. It

helps that they often have to say fairly

absurd things in grammar exercises-

"There is a cat under the desk."-Luke

Gardiner.

Patrick has a pretty cool fashion

sense; dark blue formal shirt over more

casual peace-sign t-shirt with jeans and

black shoes, showing the mix of authori-

ty and likability so necessary in a CTYI

teacher. 

Over all, Japanese seems to be a

well taught and engaging course which

students very evidently find interesting

and and greatly enjoy. The students have

a startling grasp of the language, espe-

cially considering they've only studied it

for two short weeks at the time of our

visit. The lesson we observed just so

happened to be some of the most com-

plicated grammar the class had learned

so far, which was somewhat unfortunate

but in the end we still got a good vibe

from the class. The grammar was

explained clearly with the use of

PowerPoints, with the teacher guiding

along the concept. 

The course itself is quite broad; stu-

dents get a chance to look at Japanese

culture, as well as the language itself.

The Japanese students are clearly identi-

fiable across campus by the fact they are

often seen carrying chopsticks and form-

ing little origami creatures during break-

times. Obviously while some of the stu-

dents seem to enjoy these aspects of the

course, they seem equally enthralled

with the grammar and vocab learning

aspects too. 

Altogether we got a great vibe from

the class and Patrick seems to teach and

guide along the class very well. The

course itself is interesting and the class

are enthusiastic about all aspects of it.

Rating: 9/10

Mark Laherty & Anna Ceroni

Philosophy

Upon entering the philosophy classroom

we are we greeted with light-hearted in-

jokes (being  veterans of  Philosophy

2011).  The class is in awe of Fiachra

and listen in quiet interest. Fiachra is

discusses Kant’s transcendental unity of

apperception and main theories includ-

ing categories influence on thought.

Fiachra, brandishing is customary cup of

coffee, introduces the class to Kant’s dif-

ferent types of judgement and knowl-

edge. Terms like “a proiri” and “a poste-

riori” are bandied about and explained,

and Fiachra is careful to ensure that the

students fully understand the material.

“Does this make some sense to you?”  

There was an intense atmosphere, as

all of the windows were blocked while

Fiachra paced around, clearly enjoying

his grasp on their attention. The students

were solemn yet clearly interested in

their class-work, as jokes and laughter

punctuated the lulls in conversation.

They asked educated questions in refer-

ence to their earlier studies and seemed

confident voicing their opinions, and

were happy to engage with Fiachra in

amicable debate. 

Overall, we enjoyed our time in

Fiachra’s class, and wish the class well,

in their pursuit of further knowledge.

(Just wait ‘til you get to week three!)

With Philosophy, we just Kant get

enough! 

Shauna Caffrey & Caroline Gowan

Economics and Politics
We were expecting to be watching the

Model-EU, but when we visited the

Economics and Politics class, they were

reading from the class book about infla-

tion and how it affects people. Students

were reading aloud, listening and asking

questions. The teacher, Dermot Looney,

was answering the questions in detail to

ensure that no-one was confused.  He

was very interactive with the class, con-

stantly engaging them with various ques-

tions to make sure that everyone was

paying attention.  We sat towards the

back of the class and quietly observed

these scenes.  We could tell that the

Economics and Politics class is a hard

working, intellectual, group of students

and the course appears to be a fun and

interactive way of learning more about

the Economy not only in Ireland, but

also abroad too.  

Jack Kearney & Ruth Brennan
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Medicine

When we entered the Medicine class-

room we were welcomed by the sight of

two groups, backs to each other, heavy

in discussion and scribbling away in

notebooks.

It has to be said that this class is one

that encourages free speech as much as

medical practice. The debates were well

structured and the class has debated

before. The debate that we witnessed

was one on animal testing and both sides

put forth an excellent argument.

The proposition started first, saying

that they were for medical animal

research, as long as there were strict

rules and regulations in place, such as

adequate living conditions, reasonable

evidence that the testing would provide

successful results and no cosmetic ani-

mal testing whatsoever.

The opposition argued that we had

evolved past the days of animal testing,

especially since we now have several

more accurate, efficient, alternatives.

E.G: stem cell research and computer

modelling.

There were some excellent speakers

in that room. The debate raged on for

several minutes, both sides putting forth

very valid arguments. It was almost like

pay per view event, very entertaining for

us onlookers. Over half of the individu-

als that we questioned wish to take on

medicine in third level education. From

the little we witnessed, Medicine proved

to be a very interesting, opinionated, fun

course that deserves its position as one

of the more popular courses of CTYI. In

summary, this is a class that fulfils its

promise to educate medically and it also

opens public speaking opportunities to

its students.

Andrew Duffy & John Rigney

Law

When we first went into the law class,

we expected a bunch of people talking

about boring useless laws. But we were

wrong. Instead we found ourselves

observing their mock trial, which was

the case of a man who shot and killed a

burglar and was claiming that he did it in

self defence. 

The class had a great and relaxed

atmosphere they were making jokes (eg

SURPRISE OBJECTION!!) and were all

very friendly with one another. Upon

entering the class, we got a brief

explaining the case and also a girl named

Julie in the class explained to us who

everyone was and what they were doing. 

When the trial began, the relaxed atmos-

phere changed into an air of profession-

alism. 

The case was very well presented,

and even though we were only there for

a few minutes of it, we were enthralled

and eager to know what happened in the

end.

This was a very interesting class and

we would recommend it.

Nicole O’Sullivan & Fiona McPartlan

Maths Experience

When we found out we were going to be

reviewing Maths Experience, we imag-

ined ourselves being surrounded by

maths geniuses doing maths that was so

complicated, we couldn’t even begin to

comprehend it. We were (sort of) right.

As we walked into the class, they

were talking about how to calculate a

pattern between prime numbers. We felt

like complete idiots.

We noticed a pattern ourselves

though. The teacher likes (and we mean

REALLY likes) the numbers 3, 5 and 7.

The class had a relaxed learning

atmosphere and seemed to be having

fun, while learning maths which is

something our normal schools can only

dream of.

They seem to be very protective of

beetles, as we found out when a boy in

the class stomped one to death, and the

rest of the class labelled him a “murder-

er”.

We left soon after another boy in the

class had what they said was his fourth

nosebleed so far. All in all, it seems like

a fun class if you know your maths.

Normal people (like us) need not apply.

Ruth Brennan & Fiona McPartlan



Activity Reviews

Dance

As the participants of the dance activity

walked into the echoey, white-walled

room that Friday, I don't think a single

one of us knew what craziness would

ensue. 

Almost immediately we were told to

sit down and decide what dances we

would like to do. After a slightly unen-

thusiastic vote, it was decided that we

would split into groups to make our own

dances, with a few people grumbling

incoherently about the unfairness of the

fact we weren't allowed to waltz. We

then separated into our groups and tried

to piece together some kind of dance.

An hour later, we were all expected

to perform the dances we'd been work-

ing on… Which admittedly didn't pan

out too well. Some of the groups were a

tad disorganised and had only strung

together a few steps by the end of it all.

However a good portion of the entire

group did manage to piece together a

good routine. The most notable of which

included a sprightly rendition of "Forty-

Seven Ginger-Headed Sailors" and a

majestic embodiment of some orchestral

music by another group.

Admittedly, there were some more

disastrous routines. One group simply

strutted around to "Love Machine" by

Girls Aloud, with no particular orienta-

tion whatsoever. Another group per-

formed a hastily put together dance to

"Somebody to Love" by Queen, which

was slightly unoriginal. 

From someone who is relatively new

to dance, ballet in particular, I was dev-

astated that we made up dances and

passed up the opportunity to learn con-

temporary or ballet. But it was voted on

very democratically and in the end it was

incredibly fun. Working as a team with

classmates and totally new people was

great. My advice to future CTYIzens-

CHOOSE THE DANCE ACTIVITY!

Anna Ceroni & Aideen Byrne

SURPRISEHAM took part in some of this year’s activities. Here our reporters fill
you in on what you may have missed...

Debating

The debating activity has been held

twice this session. Each time it has been

led by Graham Murtagh with the assis-

tance of another RA. In this activity vol-

unteers take part in variations of debat-

ing. These include ‘Hot Air Balloon’, in

which each participant plays to role of a

celebrity pleading for their life, ‘Flip

Flop’, a game in which a single volun-

teer must argue one point, then at a ran-

dom interval argue the exact opposite,

and a group discussion where only the

person in possession of a ball can speak,

and passes it to whoever asks for it. 

This activity is great for those who

have an interest in philosophy and/or

politics. If you don’t have a good handle

on voicing your opinion, you needn’t

worry. Listening in on the debates is

rather fun. Alternatively you could sit in

the back and talk amongst your friends

quietly, though this was only an option

in the second debating activity. The top-

ics range from light hearted discussions

such as ‘Snape or Dobby?’ to harder

subjects such as ‘Is meat murder?’ and

‘Are 3rd level fees too high?’ There is a

mutual respect among the debaters, so

it’s unlikely you’ll be called something

nasty if you have the “wrong opinion”.

If you consider yourself a comedian,

than “Hot Air Balloon” is your field.

Impersonating a celebrity usually gets a

few laughs. “Flip Flop” is good for on

the fly thinkers, as usually you have to

change opinion mid- sentence. 

A very good activity, for ponderers of

life, the universe, and everything as well

as aspiring comedians. Debating gets a

recommendation from The Surprise

Ham.

Ross Connolly

Drama

I signed up for drama that Tuesday after-

noon expecting fun and games with a jot

of madness thrown in. The activity was

supervised by Graham and Emmet

(Graham wearing a stunning floral shirt

at the time), which should have been an

adequate indication of the merriment

that was to come. 

It all started out with some basic

group improv. We could take a subject

matter of our choice and build up a story

around it, using freeze-frames and mime.

The wide imaginations you would asso-

ciate with CTYI students kicked in

almost immediately. Every kind of sce-

nario ensued. From the president getting

attacked, to Jesus being born and most

significantly, the antics of Dobby the

House-Elf. And of course Graham and

Emmet did their own wonderful piece

entitled, "Emmet's Birthday Party" with

Graham's quiet monotone doing a won-

derful narration. 

Next, we moved onto individual

improv. We were given a character and a

situation and had to speak to the rest of

the group as that character. Graham

played the wonderful Gertrude, who was

having slight problems with her hip.

Following that, we had every sort of

character, ranging from a modest Dublin

popstar who'd just found her way into

the charts, to an old man complaining

about the price of milk these days. The

level of comedic talent within the group

was instantly clear, and within minutes

we were all in stitches.

Lastly came the paired improvs. Two

people were randomly chosen and were

given a sentence with which to start a

conversation. Sentences ranged from "I

like purple flowers" to "I'll see you at

nine." The result was every kind of con-

versation. And in the end, it was an

absolute blast. 

Drama was thoroughly enjoyed by all

who attended and overall was probably

my favourite activity of the session.

Anna Ceroni
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Mafia
Mafia is a fun game that most people

enjoy. It has been a favourite to CTYI

students like Knutsack and Ultimate

Frisbee.  

Rules:  

All participants sit in a circle. One per-

son is picked as narrator. He/she orders

all others to close their eyes. The narra-

tor then taps people to assign them their

various role in the mafia, doctor and

detective.

The narrator then asks the chosen

mafia to open their eyes. The Mafioso

points at a random person to “murder”

them. They then shut their eyes.

Next, the doctor is asked to “wake

up”. He/she guesses who died to “save

their lives”. The narrator informs the

doctor if their selection was correct or

not. The doctor then resumes sleeping. 

The detectives are next to open their

eyes. Their role is to guess who the

mafia are. The narrator tells them if they

guessed right.

All participants then “wake up”. The

narrator then reveals to them who was

“murdered” during the night and

whether he/she was an innocent civilian,

the detective or the doctor. On the rare

occasion when the doctor “saves” the

victim, this is made known to the group.

Then the fun starts as all survivors

try to guess who could be a mafia mem-

ber. The selected person can defend

themselves. But if the majority accuses

the individual, they are “lynched”. Their

identity is revealed and many times the

accused turns out to be innocent. On the

other hand, there is great satisfaction in

rightly accusing a mafia member.

Everyone closes their eyes again for

the next round. Those who were “killed”

may remain “awake” and watch pro-

ceedings. This is interesting as they find

out who the mafia, doctor and detective

are.

The game ends when either all mafia

members are accused or until all inno-

cent participants die.

Here are some positive and negative

quotes about Mafia;

“I like killing people and no-one know-

ing who it is.”  - Nadia Vreeland

“Simple but fun.” – (anonymous)

“Fun if you get picked as something.” –

Doireann O’ Keeffe

“The groups are too large.” – Aideen

Byrne

“There should be a description of the

death using puns and nick-names and

alliterated names.” – Aideen Byrne

“I love being the mafia, and if I feel like

killing someone I can take it out on them

in Mafia.”- Catherine Kelly

“I found it boring.” – Nicole O’ Sullivan

“It is a disgrace to organised crime

everywhere.” – John Rigney

“I enjoy it, but really it’s not my

favourite.” – Loafers

Anna Ceroni, Ruth Brennan & 
Fiona McPartlan 

Music Appreciation

Monday 16th July saw the first music

appreciation activity of CTYI session 2

2012. The activity was a bit slow to

start, with uncertain students casting

nervous glances around the room won-

dering who would be the first to take the

plunge. Strong guitar performances,

complimented by enthusiastic vocals

stared the sing along well. Some wise

CTYIzens gave renditions on the various

instruments they had brought with them,

including saxophone, keyboard and

ukulele. The response of the other teens

was extremely positive, with an electric

atmosphere as karaoke versions of

“Pumped Up Kicks,” “Mr. Brightside,”

and “Teenage Dirtbag” concluded ses-

sion.  

Wednesday the 18th of July was the

second Music Appreciation of the ses-

sion. People lined up with various instru-

ments in various shapes and sizes. After

they called the roll we walked over to

the Larkin. When everyone sat down the

room was filled with music but as soon

as it was suggested that someone stand

up and perform the room went silent.

First to bravely stand up and perform

was Mark Finn who played Elton John’s

“Piano Man” on keyboard. He was fol-

lowed by a line of acts which included

William Deacon on saxophone, Holly

Burns singing “Court of King

Caractucus”, Pirate Mark and Dermot

Davern playing and singing such

favourites as “Gay Bar” and “The Four

Chord Song”, Ryan Oakes singing “Oh

Sir Jasper” and Doireann O’ Keeffe

singing and playing “Skinny Love” on

guitar.

Music Appreciation is an exciting

and fun activity and we would recom-

mend it for all.

XXXXXX

Noughties Appreciation

We signed up for Noughties

Appreciation with around forty others

with high expectations, after 90’s

Appreciation which proved to be a suc-

cess. We were excited at the prospects of

kicking back and watching some old

shows from the 2000’s, but our expecta-

tions were short-lived when we realised

that the projector wasn’t working.

We watched Mean Girls, Drake &

Josh and Sabrina the Teenage Witch, on

a very small computer screen that was

not in everyone’s view. Although the

shows themselves are really good we

weren’t able to enjoy them. This was

slightly disappointing and badly-organ-

ised.

After an hour of straining our necks,

we were fed up. But luckily the RA’s put

on some music, such as; Teenage

Dirtbag by Wheatus, Crazy Frog, Stacy’s

Mom, You Raise Me Up and the Spice

Girls. This was much more enjoyable for

everyone.

One girl said, “It was really funny,

but could gave been organised better’If,

like us, you’re not very sporty and want

the chance to relax with your friends

after a long day of classes, then this is

the activity for you!

Laura McMahon & Nicole O’Sullivan
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Soccer

Soccer is one of the sports offered to

CTYI students during the daily weekday

activities.  It usually attracts a large

number of participants, obviously an

advantage given the nature of the team

sport.  The activity is played in the local

park beside the campus, the Albert

College Park, where the group of people

participating in the game is usually split

into two teams which play against each

other, or four teams, with two teams

playing against the other two teams in

separate games on different areas of the

pitch.   

The actual duration of the game

varies depending on a number of factors

which include the time we arrive at, the

time we must leave at, and the weath-

er.  I remember the weather been an

important factor one day as the torrential

rainfall caused the pitch to become

waterlogged, making soccer very diffi-

cult to play.  Soccer looked more like ice

skating with all the slipping going on!     

Soccer is an activity that you can

have a good laugh with your friends in

and also enjoy a fun sport, which also

provides you with plenty of exercises

during your daily experiences at

CTYI.  I’d recommend everyone try this

activity and see if soccer is for you.

Jack Kearney

Tip Rugby

The Tip Rugby activity that is offered

during the weekday doesn’t always

attract a large attendance, but when it

does the result can be a highly entertain-

ing and fun game of sport.

Tip Rugby is played in the local park

across from the college campus, Albert

College Park, which is a good venue as

tip rugby is more enjoyable in a wide,

open space.   We choose an area in

which to set up the game and from there

we start to choose the teams, usually

done by randomly assigning numbers to

students and whatever number you

receive is the team you’re on

The game is always split into two

teams who play against each other and

the team who scores the more tries then

the other team wins.  I admit that during

the game there is sometimes a bit of a

lack of organisation among players, with

a bit of confusion added into the mix,

but this being said, a game of tip with a

lot of people can be fun on a good day.

Tip Rugby is a nice way to get

introduced into the sport of rugby, with-

out getting the serious tackles!  I think

the activity was enjoyable and I think

it’s worth trying out anyways, even if

you’re not a rugby fan.  

Jack Kearney

Céili

The worlds of the Gaeltacht and CTYI

collided one Friday, when the RAs

arranged one of the first ever Ceilís of

the program. It seemed a bit of an odd

whim when the RAs first suggested the

idea and initially a lot of students were

apprehensive about the proposal, but

looking back I think we can agree that it

panned out very well.

As I've mentioned, Ceilís typically

have the tradition of being the activity

which we are forced to partake in at the

Gaeltacht. Generally they are a time to

pick up basic Irish dancing steps,

socialise and just generally have the

craic. A CTYI ceilí however... Well none

of us knew quite what to expect. Would

they mix it up with some pirate-dances?

Would one of the RAs do an unflattering

imitation of Michael Flatley? Would

someone start joining in with a Diablo?

It is CTYI after all. You can never

expect it to be conventional.

The event began with students being

paired off with someone of the opposite

gender.  They were organised into lines,

with pairs facing each other in groups of

four.  After some technical issues involv-

ing the music, the dancing began around

8.30pm with the One-Two-Three dance,

a dance that students were relatively

accustomed to. 

Following a collage of entertaining

dancing, the students moved onto a new

dance which involved using the One-

Two-Three but with a few steps added

in.  There was a lot of fun evident on

students’ faces as they enjoyed the tire-

some entertainment that the traditional

Irish dance presented. 

A game of musical statues followed

this which involved different stages,

each more difficult or embarrassing for

the couple to do.  The eventual winners

of the game of statues, which ran for

about 15 minutes, were forced to engage

in a waltz in the centre of the dance

floor, in full view of the eyes of their

peers and fellow students, which was

clearly an embarrassing ordeal for the

male and the female combined. 

To help them out, students and RAs

alike started to waltz with their partners

around the dance floor, adding a light

hearted fun to the whole night.

The Ceili concluded at 10.00pm

sharp which would give time for resi-

dential students to make their way back

to their rooms and make sure they were

fully prepared for the morning.  The stu-

dents, and the RAs, all enjoyed the fes-

tive night and what it offered, and the

feedback about the event was very posi-

tive which reflected the night that was in

it.

Anna Ceroni & Jack Kearney
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Quidditch

What can be said about Quidditch that

its fans haven’t said already? The

Quidditch activity played on Albert

College Park fields involves two teams

playing against each other surprisingly.

A point is scored by throwing the

Quaffle (a flat football) through the

goals (a hula hoop held up by shaky

looking bamboo sticks). If someone is

tagged by a member of the opposite

team that person must pass on the

Quaffle. There are also two “beaters”

who hit members of the opposite team

with “bludgers” (pink Disney fairy

balls). If hit with a bludger,  you must

return to your team’s goals before con-

tinuing play. There is also one seeker on

each team, their goal is to catch the

golden snitch (a sock hanging out of a

neutral “snitch’s” pocket). This is, natu-

rally, all done with a hockey stick

between your legs.

Prior to playing, we were told that

Quidditch was very similar to rugby.

However, it proved to be nothing of the

sort.

The only thing the two “sports” (if

Quidditch can be called such a thing)

have in common is running. Playing the

game consists of a LOT of tagging and

to be honest, is extremely boring. The

easy way to win the game (I lost the

game!) is by catching the golden snitch

which is an instant win for your team.

Looking at Quidditch from afar is

hilarious and makes you feel a little

embarrassed that you played it. A bunch

of teenagers prancing around with hock-

ey sticks between their legs, throwing

pink, Disney princess balls at each other

isn’t the most sporty looking sight in the

world. However, they are having the

time of their lives and that, at the end of

the day is all that matters.

In retrospect, it has dull, boring

gameplay and is not something you’d

want to be photographed doing.

Regardless of where we stand, Quidditch

continues to put a smile on many faces

so I guess it’s not all that bad. It still

sucks though. 

2/5 stars.

John Rigney & Andrew Duffy

Rounders

Rounders – the simplified, Irish version

of baseball. 

The goal of the game is simple, hit

the tennis ball with a bat of your choice

and,  naturally,  run for dear life. Like

most team based games it starts out with

a few eager, enthusiastic people and

those that shuffle around, with their

hands in their pockets, talking to anyone

willing to listen.

The first batter strolls up to the mark

with his instrument of choice, a tennis

racket, usually the most popular to “bat”

with. The pitcher hurls the ball at the

batter, who hammers it down the left

side of the field. The batter dramatically

flings the racket and sprints off into the

horizon (otherwise known as the second

base).

This continues for a while until the

infield team catches the tennis ball,

swapping the team’s locations around. 

Rounders isn’t the most action-packed

activity when you’re waiting in line to

bat or the tennis ball isn’t coming your

way. However, there’s always some

good banter and it can get really intense

at times.

Overall, not a bad activity at all actu-

ally, as long as you don’t wander around

with your hands stuck in your pockets.

3/5 stars

John Rigney
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Croke Park trip

On Sunday July 22nd the RAs, Andy,

Barry and Mary, organised a trip to Croke

Park to see Dublin play Meath in the

Leinster Football Final. We were told to

go to the amphitheatre at 11:50 but we

didn’t leave until 12:50. We had to walk

to Croker. It took most part of an hour to

get there. Everyone was wrecked by the

time we got there and the late night at the

disco the night before didn’t help. There

were frequent shouts from the RAs to

“fill the gaps” and to “catch up”. After

being warned by Barry that if we got lost

we had to meet up at a certain place at a

certain time we finally took our seats.

Our day at Croker was made all the

more satisfactory by our CTYI group’s

totally inappropriate style of dress for the

day. Contrary to the fact that both the

minor and senior match we went to see

were between Dublin and Meath, there

were a huge number of other jerseys dot-

ting the stands of Croke Park. The

Tipperary, Mayo, Waterford, Cavan and

Monaghan colours did not go unnoticed

by the supporters at the match however,

with one Dublin man commenting on

Ruth Brennan’s conspicuous Mayo jer-

sey, saying, “Football is improving in

Mayo and it’s good to see.” Delighted by

the unexpected compliment, Ruth dis-

cussed her experience of the match with

her peers. Mary Spillane had a somewhat

different reaction to her proud Tipperary

colours when a young Dublin boy pro-

claimed confusedly, “(The jersey) isn’t

from Dublin or Meath, why are you wear-

ing it?” All in all though, the mix of dif-

ferent colours added a different dimen-

sion to the match and is, possibly, what

distracted Meath long enough for Dublin

to snatch those few extra point on the

day! 

The attendance reached 69,656. Kick-

off was at 4pm.Meath scored first. As

“underdogs”, this start was important as it

boosted Meath’s confidence. But Dublin

got point after point and soon they led 0-

7 to 0-5. At this stage, Meath had a scor-

ing opportunity missed by Graham Reilly.

This was a turning point as this wide was

followed by two goals in quick succes-

sion from Dublin. Meath headed in

demoralised at half time with a score line

of 2-7 to 0-5.Dublin started well in the

second half and built up a 10 point lead.

Yet Meath fought back. In the 69th

minute they scored a goal leaving them

only three points behind Dublin. But nei-

ther side scored after that and the final

score read: Dublin 2:13, Meath 1:13.  

After the joy of watching the match,

everybody that was a part of our group

was told by the RA’s to get up so we

could have a roll call before leaving

Croke Park. After the brief roll call we

quickly exited the park, and headed back

towards the DCU campus. After feeling a

little overwhelmed with trying to stay

with the group and not get lost, things

only got worse. We basically ended up

intensely speed walking back to campus.

However, although we were being

rushed, it was a great experience to walk

through the streets of Dublin. It kind of

gets a bit tiring to be kept in the same

place for so long, so what a better way

than to see Dublin from a personal view

with your friends. After watching a great

game and getting a bit of fresh air and

exercise, the trip to Croke Park was well

worth the hustle. 

Mary Spillane, Nicole O’Sullivan, Doireann O’Keeffe, Ruth Brennan and
Nadia Vreeland report on this year’s CTYI trip to Croke Park.
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Trip to Botanic Gardens

Our trip to “Bots” was… eventful, to say

the least. Almost everyone on the trip had

a different experience and although some

differed greatly to others, I think we can

all agree that everyone had a lot of fun. 

So onto what we did on our Sunday

trip to Bots. Firstly, the cake, in both

cafes, simply has to be mentioned. There

was chocolate cake, carrot cake, choco-

late roulade, pavlova, fruit crumble,

lemon meringue, rice crispy cakes, three

types of muffins…I could go on but I

think you get the picture. The Bots is a

yummy place to be.  

Then there as the vegetable garden

First experiences of Croke Park
When I first heard that Croke Park was on

the list for the weekend activities, I knew

I had to go there. The main reason I want-

ed to go was because I've never been

there before, and it would be an amazing

experience. I soon found out that the

match was Dublin versus Meath in the

GAA Leinster Championship final, and,

being from Dublin myself, I began to

really look forward to it. We left DCU on

Sunday at around 12:40 and began our

long walk to Croke Park. It was nice

weather too, so it was nice to be out in the

weather. When we arrived at the stadium,

I was taken aback by how big it was.

Compared to the tiny houses scattered all

around it, it looked absolutely massive.

There were so many people around (I

think the final count was nearly

70,000) in Meath jerseys, Dublin jerseys,

and even the odd Tipperary and Mayo jer-

sey. We got pretty good seats too, and I

could see the pitch really well. The first

match was a minor match (also Dublin

against Meath) and Dublin won. Then

there was a break, and after that, the real

match started. It was the first GAA match

I've ever seen, and it was still so cool. I

was really happy that Dublin won in the

end.I was really impressed with the match

and Croke Park. It was really entertaining

and the atmosphere was great, with

everyone cheering for their county. I

think I'll definitely go to another match

there if I get the chance. In short, I had an

amazing time and enjoyed every minute

of it!

Before getting to Croke Park, I had no

clue what Gaelic was. However, once the

game started it was easy to get the hang of

what was going on. The crowds, the peo-

ple, the enthusiasm, and the game itself

was so overwhelming. It was a huge

shock to me that the players could kick a

football so far into the air, as if it was no

big deal. And to go to class the next day

and see the front page of a newspaper,

with all of the information on the game

that we had just previously seen the day

before was unreal. Over all, it was such a

great experience and would recommend it

to anyone.

Aideen Byrne & Anna Ceroni which is newish to Bots with artichokes,

lettuce, rhubarb and raspberries. They

had strawberries too. The garden also had

an herb patch that had chocolate mint

growing in it. I wonder what that tastes

like…  

Of course since the trip was to the

National Botanic Gardens of Ireland the

flowers require some attention. Between

the huge glasshouses with their jungle of

plants and the pristine flower beds out-

side beautiful flowers are in abundance.

The most noticeable to me was the sweet

pea due to their vibrant colours and most-

ly because I have been trying and failing

miserably to grow them at home for

years. 

Besides eating cake and dancing

through flowers we got separated into

groups, not intentionally, but it happens

and as it turns out hunting for friends in

the Bots is a challenge, especially with

directions like “we’re under a tree” and

“there’s a statue of a man in a toga!”

Maybe these directions make perfect

sense to others but all I can say is the

Botanic Gardens are huge! 

Some of us simply lay on the grass and

played a game of "Never Ever Have I

Ever...", which is basically exactly what it

sounds like. A lot of things were learned,

and a lot of memories shall be repressed.

Overall the day was an absolute blast

for all involved and a lot of fun was had.

Trip to Farmleigh

Farmleigh is an old estate in Phoenix

Park that belonged to the Guinness fami-

ly. It consists of an 18th century house,

which had its building process completed

in 1901, as well as private gardens, a

walled garden, a sunken garden and a

boating pond.  It was opened to the pub-

lic in July of 2001, after the Office of

Public Works spent €52.2 million on ren-

ovating it. 

The area surrounding the massive

house is rather large, around 78 acres. It is

a nice location for a picnic outing, which

is better than going to the Boathouse

Restaurant, which is severely overpriced.

Not to say that the food is bad. The food

Ross Cronnolly is rather nice; the selection of food varies

from café-esque things such as different

teas and coffees, cakes and so on, to more

of a lunch specific restaurant with soup,

wedges, and other savoury dishes avail-

able. It comes with a lovely view of the

boating pond. If that is worth pricey food,

be my guest, however pick-nicking is a

more desirable option overall. 

The best thing to do in Farmleigh is sit

around and do nothing. I don’t mean that

in a smug way, I mean it is just so nice to

sit out and bask in the sun, or sit in the

gardens and admire the beautiful flora. I

do recommend bringing friends, as it’s

nicer basking with more than one person.

If attempting to get a tan is not your thing,

there is little else to do. You can climb a

few trees, go for a walk, listen to a brass

band (if they are there) and go on a tour

of the estate. The estate tour isn’t amaz-

ing. It’s free, but it’s not particularly

interesting unless you are very interested

in furniture. Also, the staff isn’t too nice

towards customers between the ages of

13 to 17. 

Farmleigh is a very lovely place to take

a walk, or go for a picnic. It is very sce-

nic. It seems like a nice spot for either

dewy eyed young couples to spend an

afternoon comparing each other to a sum-

mer’s day, or families to have a day out

in, and possibly admire the aged furni-

ture, much to the annoyance of any chil-

dren present. 
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Horoscopes
Laura McMahon, Nadia Vreeland and Nicole O’Sullivan

Cancer
Personality- Emotional, loving, imaginative, protec-

tive, moody, cautious, and clingy.

Famous stars-Lindsay Lohan, Mike Tyson, Will

Ferrell

Best match-Gemini

Family- Be aware-a family argument will break out

soon!

Virgo
Personality- Modest, shy, reliable, practical, fussy, intelligent

and a perfectionist.

Famous stars- Beyoncé, Charlie Sheen, Michael Jackson

Best match- Leo

Fashion- Make the most of the good weather by wearing your

summer clothes!

Pisces
Personality- Imaginative, sensitive, kind, companionate, self-

less, and secretive

Famous Stars- Walt Disney, Steve Jobs, Kurt Cobain 

Best Match- Aquarius

Fashion- Don’t be afraid to express your style-originality is so

in this year!
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Libra
Personality- Romantic, charming, easy-going, socia-

ble, gullible, and flirtatious.

Famous stars- Avril Lavigne, Eminem, Will Smith

Best match- Scorpio

Family- One of your family members will take you

out soon!

Sagittarius
Personality- Optimistic, free-spirited, good-

humoured, honest, careless, irresponsible and restless.

Famous stars- Taylor Swift, Britney Spears, Miley

Cyrus

Best match- Capricorn

Fashion- Splurge on a new autumn wardrobe!

Capricorn
Personality- Practical, ambitious, patient, humorous,

negative and jealous.

Famous stars- Elvis Presley, Jim Carrey, Kate Moss

Best match- Pisces

Family- Your Mom is questioning her trust in you-

prove her wrong!

Taurus
Personality Traits- Patient, reliable, warm hearted, lov-

ing, determined, jealous, and greedy

Famous Stars- David Beckham, Robert Pattison, Kelly

Clarkson

Best Match- Aries

Friends- If your friends are pressuring you to do stuff

you don’t want to do, cut them off because you’re bet-

ter off without them!

Horoscopes

39



Street Style

Name: Katherine Murphy

Age: 17

Fave Shop: Ted Baker

Name: Catherine Kelly

Age: 14

Fave Shop: Forever 21

Name: Crisps

Age: 16

Fave Shop: Penneys

Name: Conor Fitzpatrick

Age: 16

Fave Shop: Superdry 
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Street Style

Name: Darragh Moynihan

Age: 16

Fave Shop: Zara

Name: Eric Moran

Age: 17

Fave Shop: TK Maxx

Name: Lina Anderson

Age: 16

Fave Shop: Urban Outfitters

Name: Shauna Caffrey

Age: 17
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CTYI quotes of the year 2012

The CTYI Awards 2012!
Most Gentlemanly Gentlemen: Dermot Davern 

Most ladylike Lady: Shauna Caffrey

Tallest Person: Crisps 

King Bear: Megan Dunne

Dodgiest  Outfit: Loafers 

Best Nickname: Mary from Tipperary

CAT: Sadhbh McInerney

Best Dressed: Mathew O’Dwyer (Pulling it off)

Most Open Minded on Tuesdays: Jack Prudence

Williamson

Best Guest Speaker: Stephen Byrne 

Most Desperate for an Awar: Mike Dolan

Biggest Celeb Look Alike: Catriona ‘Zoey

Deschanel’ Ryan

Friendliest: Anna Ceroni 

Funniest Person: Ryan Oakes 

Most Loveable Fun-Sized person: Siofra Tyrrell

Best RA: Emmett 

Best TA: Sally Hayden

Most Excellent: Andrew Payne

Niamh: “Isn’t she a hill- person?”

Shauna:”Like Loafers!”

Siofra: “I like to wiggle!”

Ross: “This is detrimental to my educa-

tion, stop being so attractive!”

Pirate Mark: “Be careful! My beard can

cut untrained fingers!”

Dermot: ”I have a research team looking

for it…”

Matthew: “Maybe it’s in the handbag!”

Matthew [on Inception]:” I wouldn’t

mind Leonardo DiCaprio deceiving my

reality…”

Alan Eustace [to Enda Kenny]:” It’s a

coalition- If that’s not a touchy subject.”

Emmet:  ”NO WAY! And Batman is

Bruce Wayne!”

Ryan: “Do men have wombs?”

Cormac [TA]: “You’re taking down what

I’m saying, that’s quite worrying…”

Paddy: “CTYI is like Hotel California,

you can check out but you can never

leave.”

Colm: “Katie Holmes had an easier time

getting out of the Church of Scientology

than I could getting out of this place.”

Enda Kenny: “Dream. Big. Dreams.”

Hot
- Emmet’s scarfs

- Surprise Ham

- Graham’s sweaters

- Colm’s speech

- Danny’s story time

Not
- RAs breaking up the mosh

- Astrologists

- Vending machine hot choco-

late

- CATs going home early

“The Totes Awky Momo when...”

- The microphone doesn’t work

- You can’t score any points ‘cause there’s

no actual game

- Your retainer’s at the bottom of the lake

in the zoo

- You don’t know what a Totes Awky

Momo is

- You say Totes Awky Momo and you’re

not being ironic

- You drink an energy drink and practical-

ly explode

- You’re 17 and drink coffee for the first

time and

talkreallyreallyfastANDGETSOHYPER!

- A guy wears your clothes better than you

do

- The Gryffindor common room is empty

- You say you’re in love with your

instructor and people actually believe you

- The Taoiseach has no idea which TD

he’d save in a fire

- It actually says ‘gullible’ on the ceiling

- An RA walks past halfway through ‘Oh

Sir Jasper’

- A Sportalian asks you something and

you actually understand what they’re say-

ing

- The Taoiseach doesn’t answer half the

questions you ask

- You don’t understand half the Totes

Awky Momos

- You can’t find your dressing gown on a

Thursday morning and know you’re

going to die once the world ends

- Everyone believes you and your best

friend are going out

- You see Sportalians playing knutsac

- You eat canteen food and accidentally

say “You know, this is actually really

good!”

- The Taoiseach talks with his hands so

much people think he’s trying to use sign

language

- You say something and you just know

it’s going to be quoted

- You don’t realise half the Totes Awky

Momos are about you

- There’s a duck behind your fridge

- You’re one of those people who don’t

laugh, and just say “That’s so funny!”

- You don’t understand the Totes Awky

Momos

- You go back to the real world and feel so

out of place because it’s Wednesday and

you’re the only pirate around

- You clap apathetically for everything

until Colm O’Reilly stands up to speak

- All your Momos are Totes Awky

Siofra Tyrrell
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The Name of the Raven
“It’s like Narnia!” 

It was nearly four years ago that I first

made that particular analogy to a

Nevermore friend, and it has been, for

me, the most apt.  In my own words, I

had found a magical place where people

accepted me and like me, and were like

me, and although I was distraught at

leaving, I knew that it, and they, would

always be there. 

Narnia and CTYI have always been

similar concepts to me, which is proba-

bly why I have been pulling quotes out

that I feel sum up my Nevermore year.

Trying to sum up what CTYI means is,

for anyone who has experienced it, the

ultimate challenge. Do we talk about the

classes, the awful canteen food, the RAs,

the atmosphere, or the people who we

meet? There is no simple way to say

what CTYI is to any of us. 

I first came to discover what CTYI

really was in 2009. I had done the mini

T courses, but it had never had a huge

impact on me. I, like Lucy when she

came out on the other side of the

wardrobe, “felt a little frightened, but

{she/I} felt very inquisitive and excited

as well.” 

I was terrified. The night before

Gothic Studies began, I fretted ceaseless-

ly, but over the course of my three

weeks I met the most remarkable people,

the likes of whom I had never really felt

existed in the “outside world”. When I

returned to school, people remarked on a

change in my character and personality. I

was more at home with myself, and car-

ried the knowledge that I had my own

little Narnia around with me like a torch. 

In WAP (Write, Act, Perform) 2010 I

laughed more in three weeks than I had

in my life up to that date. In Philosophy

2011, I had all of my beliefs dismantled

before my eyes, and learned how to

rebuild them stronger than before, and

defend them by myself. 

It all sounds very cliché, but as

Sorcha Ní Fhliann preached in Gothic

Studies “Don’t be afraid of cliché!” 

As I explained to a newbie in a more

sentimental moment this year, CTYI

helps you to discover not only what you

want to be, but who you want to be, and

it helps you to be that. 

The people here are of the finest

quality of any I have ever met. There

will be people that you fall out with,

people who upset you, who let you

down, but we are only human. There are

friends that you will make here who will

drop everything and run to help you

when you need them, who restore your

confidence when it feels like the world is

falling apart around you, who make you

laugh so much that all verbal articulation

leaves you, and people who will let you

sob on them when the last day comes.

CTYI is a bond, a cult, a secret socie-

ty, an alliance that binds the people who

experience it. It’s something that

imprints itself into the hearts and souls(if

such things exist) of everyone who

comes here, and manifests it in the

strangest of gestures. As the Professor

says of those who experience Narnia,

“Odd things they say- even their looks-

will let the secret out”. 

And now, an end comes to my “era”

here. It’s a little surreal. I was morbidly

afraid of these weeks, but now that they

are here, it’s rather surreal. It’s peaceful,

and it doesn’t feel like the end. As Peter

says in Prince Caspian “It’s rather differ-

ent from what I thought. You’ll under-

stand it when it comes to your last time.”

Even the concept of writing this article

terrified me, because I felt, and still do,

that no words will ever do justice to how

I feel about this place.

I know I’ll be back, and I know that

I’ll always have my own little place

where the most wondrous things happen,

where pirates are commonplace, where

bathrobes are a wardrobe staple, where a

benevolent leader rules over eccentric

followers and people forge memories

and relationships that define themselves

and those around them.  

Maybe it is time for me to say good-

bye, but it’s not for very long. To every

Nevermore that ever was and ever will

be: It’s not over, it never is. Even if

we’re too old for reading fairytales, for

Narnia, for CTYI; in the words of C.S

Lewis “someday you will be old enough

to start reading fairytales again”. We will

always have CTYI, our memories, and

our friends. 

Shauna Caffrey tries to do the hardest thing that ever faces a CTYIzen.

Nevermore thoughts

For some reason my first memory of

CTYI is hearing someone say ,“Okay,

you know the way the canteen food is

really, really disgusting?” I was a bit

worried at the time. Little did I know

that I was about to be catapulted head-

first and screaming into the most benefi-

cial experience of my life.

Coming into this wacko community

at 14 years old, I wasn’t quite the

Loafers you may recognise today. For

one, I didn’t have such a magnificent

moustache. But besides, I was severely

underconfident and while I didn’t have

any mental health issues, I was basically

miserable for pretty much all of the time.

Well, slap my shoes and call me

Gunda if that hasn’t changed. Huge

groups of people singing your name

works wonders for your self-esteem. I’m

not even sure what I did to deserve such

an amazing outpour of love and respect.

Every CTYIzen has gone through

this, and every Nevermore has a broken

heart right now, but I feel particularly

indebted to all of you. Thank you so, so

much, staff and students alike. I have a

huge soft spot for Colm, who has

worked so hard for all of us and always

believed in his work. And we can’t for-

get all the RAs, ARCs, teachers, TAs,

canteen staff (in fairness) and various

other staff who constantly turn triple

cartwheels to keep us from killing each

other in some stupid way.

But most importantly, I want to thank

you. Whether you’re one of my best

friends or some dude that smiled and

waved three years ago, you’ve all done

something to make me smile and turn

me into the person I am today. You cre-

ated this monster.

Before I leave, I have to tell you all

something. There are grand plans for the

future of CTYI. Some things should be

left in the shadows, that’s all I’m saying.

But if you really want to know, there is a

secret Session 3, where select students

are trained for the imminent- *falls off

chair* *sound of struggle* *silence*

CTYI HAS FALLEN. THE FRESH

PRINCE OF THE HILL PEOPLE IS

DEAD. THE SPORTALIANS ARE

COMING.

Mark ‘Loafers’ Laherty
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Brought to you by the

CTYI Journalism class 2012!

Loafers on Loafers
Mark Laherty

Mark Laherty, best known as Loafers,

has gained some notoriety over his four

years of CTYI for being more than a bit

eccentric, even by our standards. As his

time at CTYI draws to a close, Loafers

has inexplicably been permitted to inter-

view himself. So we’ll start with the

most obvious question, one that he has

been asked so many times; how did you

get the name Loafers?

“It’s quite simple, really,” he said. “I

wore loafers all the time during my first

session in 2009. I haven’t worn them

since, but the name stuck.”

Be it tackle-hugging people at ran-

dom, doggedly carrying out the non-

existent ‘RAVENCLAW!’ fad of 2010 or

just saying something so unexpected,

meaningless or irrelevant it’s funny,

Loafers never fails to surprise, pleasantly

or otherwise. Loafers is now looked

upon as a sort of neighbourhood lunatic.

But it wasn’t always roses outside the

confines of CTYI.

“I suppose you could say I had a

pretty harsh time about the point I first

came into CTYI,” he said. “I was a bit of

a loner, and wasn’t too great on the old

self-esteem. It’s the same old CTYI

story. You go in all insecure and come

out all glowy and amazing.”

Last year, Pirate Declan Moore and

Matt Murtagh created a theme tune for

Loafers (“Loafers... of the Hill People!

Da-da-da-da!”), which soon went viral

and became widely used. Loafers said

that the theme tune “got annoying last

year, but it’s really fun and isn’t as over-

used any more.” Where last year it was a

fad as prominent as the great spoon

bracelets, now it only crops up once or

twice a day, and often it will be sung

wrongly, off-key, or (God forbid) by

only one person rather than a choir.

Being a so-called legend in CTYI is a

curious thing. Where Residential Pirates

can at least pass on their role and be

remembered in that way, you can’t

exactly pass on the role of ‘Loafers’.

When asked how he felt he would be

remembered after his departure, he

evoked memories of fellow legendary

CTYIzen Rollo Konig-Brock. “People

do sometimes say something to the

effect of ‘Ah, remember Rollo? He was

crazy.’ But you can’t honestly say he’s

immortalised the same way Pirates

Willam, Eoin and Deco are,” said

Loafers. “So no, I don’t think I will have

any legacy, but I don’t really care,

because that was never the point for me.

You’ve got to live in the moment.”




