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Vinnie lecture is a great success

“It’s a real cold case, no pun intended,”

said Vinnie as he talked about ‘The

Iceman’, a skeleton found frozen in a

lake in the Alps. 

On the 2nd Tuesday of Session Two,

Vinnie gave his annual lecture on

archaeology, which included the usual

puns and three-legged chicken. At

around 2 o’clock, students made their

way towards the Terence Larkin lecture

theatre. People who had been to the lec-

ture previously arrived knowing what to

expect, while those who were there for

the first time seemed bewildered. 

Vinnie promised that if all the stu-

dents kept their mobile phones turned off

that he would donate 50 euro to the pro-

ceeds of the collection, which will go

into research of Alzheimer’s disease.

With that, the lecture began. 

Vinnie showed slides of Darwin, how

Pompeii helped to preserve archaeologi-

cal evidence, the evolution of our

species into homo-sapiens and a man

inflating a goat by blowing its leg. He

showed the students many archaeologi-

cal finds including Lucy, a 3.8 million

year old hominid. 

Although the students who were at

the lecture for their third time didn’t

seem to be amazed by the slides of

extraordinary archaeological finds, the

newer students appeared to be interested

by Vinnie’s various slides of

skeletons. The students laughed at his

various puns, and they whooped and

cheered as he showed them the famous

final slide: the three-legged chicken.

The students who had just seen the

lecture for the first time exited the lec-

ture theatre with a new knowledge of

archaeology. “I had heard a lot about it

from the other students, and it was for a

good cause,” said one student. 

As the students decided what activity

they were going to do, most of them

knew that in a year’s time they would be

cheering at the three-legged chicken

once more.

Faulty fire alarm wakes students

The occupants of the Larkfield residen-

tial building were woken in the early

hours of Monday the 15th of July. A fire

alarm was triggered at around quarter to

two in the morning. Students and resi-

dential staff were shaken from sleep by

the loud wailings of a siren. The residen-

tial assistants quickly sprang into action,

leading their dazed students out of the

building and to a fire assembly point

nearby. Many confused students did not

know what the commotion was about,

and chose to remain in their rooms until

they were given orders to leave.

Students were warned throughout the

situation that it was not a drill as they

proceeded to their assembly points. RAs

then checked to make sure that everyone

had gotten out of the building safely.

Luckily, it was soon discovered to be

a false alarm. After a thorough search to

make sure everything was alright stu-

dents were able to return to their rooms

for a much deserved sleep.

“I genuinely thought someone had

fallen down the stairs and died!” claimed

14 year old journalism student Elle

Loughran.

The alarm inspired many strange

reactions from students, including the

RA group of Dominic Kelly. The boys

wrote a group anthem to the theme of

Dominic’s reaction during the alarm.

The song consists mainly of the line

“Get out of the building,” followed by a

James Fallon
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“moment of silence,” in which the boys

pay respect to the lives that could have

been lost in the imaginary blaze. This is

all chanted while fire alarm like  noises

are made in the background.

Staff are still uncertain as to the

cause of the alarm’s activation. It is

believed to have been triggered by

smoke from a toaster or from something

in the building overheating.

Luckily this weather hadn’t hit yet!

Feargus Campbell



“Just follow your dream.” These are the

very words spoken by the Minister for

Children when she visited CTYI on the

24th of July. Weirdly, it’s not that differ-

ent to Enda Kenny’s “Dream Big

Dreams” speech in 2012.

At 11:00 last Wednesday Frances

Fitzgerald, Minister for Children, visited

us here at CTYI. A selected group of stu-

dents, TA’s, RA’s, instructors and spon-

sors, along with Colm and Eleanor gath-

ered in the 1838 Club to the meet the

Minister. When the Minister arrived she

gave a short speech. “It’s such a great

opportunity for kids; I never got that

opportunity when I was younger. There’s

such a range of talent and things to do

here. I was in a class where they were

debating the pros and cons of the Seanad,

but they didn’t vote so I didn’t get to hear

how that went.” she said. She added

“From talking to students, I know how

different CTYI is from normal schools

and what experiences they’ve had. There

are perhaps, some things we need to bring

from here, into the mainstream, into our

primary and secondary schools.”

The Minister also confessed ‘’I’ve

never read Harry Potter, I probably

shouldn’t admit this as Minister for

Children. But I got my holiday reading

material, I was in a younger class and

they were discussing Harry Potter, and I

learned more in those three minutes about

Harry Potter than I had ever learned from

the media coverage.”

The Minster then went on to talk about

the different classes she visited while she

was at CTYI “I went into a legal class and

they were preparing a mock up trial. I was

in veterinary classes and medicine classes

and it’s just fascinating, the stuff you do

here.”

Luckily, we got the chance to ask the

Minister a couple of questions;

What do you think of the CTYI pro-

gramme?

“It’s such a great opportunity; it opens so

many doors for young people. It’s just

fascinating stuff that you do here. Like,

they learn so many new things, like dif-

ferent skills, legal skills, how to measure

a dog’s heartbeat or how to work with a

human liver.”

What advice do you have for the young

people at CTYI?

“Well, with young people, I think you just

have to tell them to follow your dream. I

mean everyone has different talents and

different interests. I have a son and he’s

an actor, and I have another son and he’s

an accountant, they’re both following

their dreams. I think everyone should fol-

low their own dreams and CTYI definite-

ly allows young people to do that.”

After meeting the Minister, we managed

to get a quick chat with Colm, he told us

what he thinks of the Minister. “I think

she’s a very interesting person. She was

very interested in the students who come

on the programme, interested in your

development and in how this course

works so hopefully that might be a way,

you know, of attracting more interest in

the programme or eventually getting gov-

ernment funding.”

Niamh Lynch &

Dermot Rankin
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Minister for Children Frances

Fitzgerald visits CTYI

This year CTYI is 20 years old! Over the next few

pages we take a look back over some of the people

and events that have helped make CTYI what it is...



Interview with Colm

As we trekked through the DCU Campus 
and ventured to the CTYI Site Office, 
many thoughts ran through our minds 
before our interview with the main man 
himself, Colm O’Reilly. We’d heard 
many rumours about the self-declared 
‘leader of the cult’, but ladies and 
gentlemen, here it is, the eagerly awaited 
annual ‘Interview with Colm’ and this 
year, we have more World Exclusives 
than ever before…

It’s the 20th Anniversary of CTYI. 
What’s your favourite memory of 
CTYI over the years?
Personally, my favourite part of CTYI is 
the first day and the last day, just seeing 
the change. Those days are the days I 
would collectively address the students, 
so that’s a really nice experience.  Even 
though I’ve been to 35 or 36 Closing 
Ceremonies, I still find it very uplifting. 
It’s a great vindication of what we do. 
They’d be the highlight, not meaning 

it’s over, but that it really hits home 
how good the programme has been.  To 
me, the first and the last day are always 
the most memorable because I can get 
a sense of what’s happening here. The 
atmosphere on those days is unique, you 
never see it anywhere else.

What’s your favourite tradition at 
CTYI?
I like Dressing Gown Thursday, I have to 
say because it’s the oldest and one of the 
originals that happened in the first year 
of CTYI. I think the traditional songs at 
the disco are brilliant, they really add to 
it. And each of them have evolved, like 
American Pie is the original, from the 
first disco but other ones have evolved, 
you know Street Spirit. Yeah, I think 
that’s cool, that’s a great thing, they’re 
very important.

What’s your opinion on this year’s 
batch of CTYIzens?
Actually, I have to say, this session has 
a really, really nice atmosphere. It’s just 

been amazing, the weather helped, I have 
to say. People are in better humour. But 
I really have got a very good vibe from 
the students at this session. When it goes 
really quickly, then you know. The vibe 
that I get is very positive. Anybody who 
come in and sees it says that. Some years 
you don’t get it as much as others but 
this year, definitely, I feel good about it.  
I like it this year. 

If you were a student at CTYI 2013, 
what course would you do?
Journalism, obviously! Journalism at that 
age would be something I’d really have 
loved to have done. The idea of having 
your own paper is brilliant. I’ve always 
loved things like Psychology, I would 
have loved to have done something like 
that. I would’ve always been good at 
Mathematics, but looking at courses, I 
like the Humanities end of things, like 
Psychology or Philosophy or some of 
the writing classes. Or probably Popular 
Fiction more than writing. Appreciating 
literature would be more my forté. 

Niamh Lynch & Dermot Rankin
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What’s your official stance on Open 
Minded Tuesday?
My official stance is I’m very open 
minded about it. You have to divide 
between our overall responsibilities of 
everyone on the course. I have great 
respect for students on the course and 
I really want to make sure that their 
integrity isn’t curtailed by my actions. 
Then again, I’m responsible collectively 
for a lot of people so I have try and 
do what I think is right generally for 
everyone and I don’t think there’s any 
harm in it. The only part I would find 
difficult is that if people feel forced to 
behave in a certain way because of other 
people making them behave in that way, 
that defeats the purpose in being open 
minded about it to me, it’s peer following 
so I suppose it’s balancing between what 
people are comfortable with themselves 
and how they relate to their thing. I think 

that if everyone’s happy and comfortable 
in that, I certainly have no problem with 
it. I’d find it unfortunate if people felt 
pressurised that other people are doing 
it, then to me, it defeats the purpose of 
doing it in that context, so I suppose I’m 
open minded about it as long as people 
regulate it and are open minded about it 
themselves I certainly wouldn’t have an 
issue with it.

What’s your favourite flavour of 
Snapple?
My favourite flavour of Snapple would 
be...do you know something, I haven’t 
had a Snapple in a long time but I don’t 
know...What do they make in Snapple 
these days? I kind of like the lemonade-y 
style thing – do they do that sort? I would 
like lemonade. I’ll tell you something, I 
will be honest, I might make people cry 
but I don’t think I’ve bought a bottle of 
Snapple in this century. Snapple is not 

my thing but lemonade if I needed, if I 
was pressed on it, you know. I hope the 
headline isn’t going to be ‘Colm reveals 
his Snapple hatred’, that would be so 
devastating. Or ‘Snapple Indifference’.

Tell us some interesting facts about 
yourself, CTYIzens want to know! 
I think everybody knows most of them! 
I used to be an accountant, that’s my 
other life. I watch teen dramas on 
TV…I revealed a few years ago that my 
favourite programme was Gossip Girl, 
it’s moved on now to Vampire Diaries, 
so there you go, obviously I haven’t 
matured in relation to that. I love sport, 
like if I’m going to a conference, I make 
sure it coincides with a sporting event 
that I can go to in that particular country. 
I think I’m kind of boring really. I have a 
normal life really!

Changes in courses over the years: 
Progress or Tragedy?
Elle Loughran

Over the twenty years it’s been around, 
CTYI has held a wide variety of courses. 
Some of these are the kind you might 
expect to find on a university campus, 
while others are somewhat … different.
     Not all of these courses have stood the 
test of time, so this article pays tribute to 
the weird and/or wonderful of them that 
have taken place since CTYI began.
     No longer taking place is Gothic 
Studies, a class in which people 
reportedly wore almost exclusively 
black clothing, watched movies such as 
Batman Begins and cried. It died in 2009 
where there were only twelve students 
in the class, and it was not run on either 
session of 2010. Niamh Kearney has 
fond memories of doing Gothic Studies, 
saying that it was ‘absolutely amazing’
     Superhero Science first appeared in 
Session 2 2008. The course involved 
special relativity and artificial 
intelligence among other things that seem 
unrelated to the course topic but were 
in fact closely tied to the superheroes 
themselves (how does Superman fly? 
How do those flame hands work?).  Oisín 
Breathnach who did Gothic Studies in 
2008 and Superhero Science in 2009 said 
that ‘Both were wonderful.’ Megan Ross 

did Superhero Science in 2008 and said 
that it was ‘really interesting.’ 
     Zoology hasn’t been a course since 
2006, but it is purported to have included 
trips to the zoo, muffins and dippers, 
according to the wiki. Writing for Life 
seems to have disappeared since 2010, 
but in life it’s said to have been a laid-
back course which consisted of many 
different kinds of writing and haikus in 
the park. 
     Probably the most short-lived course 
in recent memory was Information 
Retrieval and Effective Web Searching. 
On the fourth day Colm came into the 
classroom and asked who’d like to 
transfer out of the class. All ten students 
left and moved on to better things. It 
was presumably difficult to stretch out 
information on how to do variations of a 
Google search for three weeks.
     Astronomy, for which there is a 
curious lack of information – perhaps it 
disappeared into a black hole, hardy har 
– ran in Session 2 2010. It fought a good 
fight, having run as at least as far back as 
2000.  The only other course for which 
there is such a conspicuous absence of 
data is Sensing the Environment, which 
was held during Session One 2009, 
and seems to have since disappeared 
from memory. Patrick Timmons says 

Astronomy was ‘pretty amazing’, adding 
that he’s ‘disappointed it’s not offered 
anymore.’ Roisín McGuigan said that ‘It 
was the best course I did.’ 
     Just to bring some confused faces or 
possibly snorts of derision at the huge 
amount of change over time, in 1998 
– fifteen whole years ago -  Session  1 
there was a course called Electronics, in 
1999 Session 2 Decision Maths and in 
2000 Session 2, Pharmacology.
     Experimental Physics was a popular 
one on the only year it ran, 2010, with 
Cathal Tobin-O’ Brien saying ‘Fantastic 
experience, really evoked my interest 
in the sciences, which led me to take all 
three for the Leaving!’
     The quiet deaths of these courses 
is quite sad, really, and remember 
– we  must avoid progress for progress’ 
sake! Or not. Never follow any of 
Umbridge’s advice. Progress and change 
are good. Yes. I must not tell lies. 
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CTYI over the years
We recently conducted an interview with 
Dermot Looney, the Economics and 
Politics instructor, who is a long-time 
member of CTYI. He was a student, 
an RA, a TA and now an instructor. 
During the interview we asked him some 
questions about his previous experiences 
in CTYI, how it has changed and what he 
thinks of the traditions.

What job do you hold at CTYI now?
I am an instructor in Economics and 
Politics, This is my third year doing it.

And what roles have you held 
previously in CTYI?
In the past in CTYI, I’ve been a student 
for three years, 97, 98 and 99. I studied 
World Geo Politics, Education Studies 
and Classic Studies. I was then an R.A 
in 2002 for six weeks, for two sessions, 
I was then a T.A the following year 
2003, I think it was, possibly 2004 
in Philosophy, Fiachra was still the 
instructor back then for Philosophy and 
he’s the instructor now. I also helped 
out in the correspondence courses 
in CTYI, occasionally in the young 
student’s courses, and then I took a big 
break. Then two years ago I was offered 
a chance to come back and do some 
work in teaching a new course called 
Economics and Politics, I was delighted 
to do it and this is my third year now 
instructing that course.

The classes you had while you were 
here as a student, did you enjoy them?
Yeah I loved them. CTYI, for myself, 
and I know for loads of the students who 
are around today, gives you a chance 
to find yourself, to find your interests, 
to find friends that in many cases last 
for a long time. Just this week I met 
up with a friend of mine from CTYI in 
1998, who I haven’t seen in some time. 
It was fantastic to catch up with her 
and all of our experiences that we’ve 
had together. So I certainly enjoyed the 
classes themselves and I think they’ve 
inspired me very directly in what I’ve 
done in my life. I took a course on World 
Geo Politics and from that developed 
an interest in politics, internationally 
and nationally. I also did a course on 
education and I’m now a teacher by 

trade, I’m a primary school teacher. 
So I’ve been very directly inspired by 
the content of the courses to go and 
find more and learn more and drive me 
towards, I suppose what I ended up doing 
in third level.

And what was that?
I did social science in UCD, Which was 
social policy and politics with sociology, 
and then following that I have a higher 
diploma in education.

What has changed about CTYI since 
you were here?
Remarkably little, like, in a sense that 
we have a huge amount of technology 
now, which wasn’t around in 1997, 
that’s one. Some of the physical things 
have changed, for example we’re here, 
very close to the Street and the building 
on our right hand side here was, in my 
day, the library in DCU when I was here 
in CTYI. There was very few of the 
buildings that people now regularly go 
to, like for example the X building, the 
new library, I don’t think some of the 
science and engineering buildings were 
here. So the campus was much greener 
and we had loads of open space to play 
football or whatever else, which isn’t 
here as much as it used to be, but the 
overall atmosphere amongst the students 

is very similar to when it was, or to 
what it was when I was here. Some of 
the traditions have been built up over 
the years, we didn’t have the pirates 
and cross-dressing on Tuesday. But you 
could certainly sense similar subcultures. 
On the other hand a lot of the traditions 
are the same, we had American pie at 
the discos, we had street spirit which in 
those days was a lot more of a recent 
song and the discos were in the canteen 
in those days too. 

How has CTYI affected your life?
I’d it’s had a very positive, beneficial 
effect on myself. When I was fourteen 
coming here first, academic achievement 
wasn’t something I was particularly 
proud of. This was the first opportunity 
I got to meet people who were in a 
similarly high standard in how they 
did in school. That was very positive 
to me, it was very affirming. You can 
see yourself, like, the courses I studied 
directly influenced the kind of life that 
I had. But you also learn things about 
writing and about your style of writing 
and about academic standard and things 
like that, that are very important to 
become third level. Even if I think of 
CTYI and the kind of standards that were 
expected of me here, some of them have 
had a very direct influence on my life 

Niamh Lynch & Dermot Rankin

6



and others quite indirect. But overall, it’s 
had a very positive effect on my life.

What was your favourite thing about 
CTYI?
Well, I’ll give you a few things, I know 
that’s not the answer you’re looking 
for, you’re looking for one thing but 
I’ll give you a couple. On the academic 

side I was lucky enough to have some 
excellent teachers while I was here, I 
did Education in 98 and my instructor 
was a guy called Colm O’ Reilly, you 
might be aware of him. Colm was our 
instructor and he was a superb teacher. 
But the main, fondest memories I have of 
CTYI are all to do with the social aspect 
of it and the friendships I developed 

and the craic that we had. We had loads 
of fun singing and dancing and acting 
the maggot, it was really positive and I 
suppose when most people go to summer 
camps they have similar experiences, but 
I think they were stronger here again. 
It was very positive, great friendships 
made.

“They define our experiences but 
what makes them so very special?”
Padraig Murphy

CTYI has many traditions each of them 
having their own origin, many of them 
seem to be simply random acts that you 
would never do whilst in the outside or 
“real” world but here are pride of place 
and a major part of what defines CTYI 
to many people. So I ask you my good 
reader; “Where did they come from”, 
now I could go off and read into the 
book of traditions or the wiki…so that 
is exactly what I am telling you to do, 
but also as this is the 20th anniversary of 
CTYI it is somewhat of a must do thing 
for us here in the journalism class (there 
are five of us working on the one topic) 
to see what they really mean to us.
     I want to ask about many of the 
traditions that many people don’t really 
take into account when talking about 
their experience and then random set of 
traditions they have experienced when 
talking about it to people who are outside 
of the camp or people who have just 
joined our little cult. When we all think 
about the daily’s we think about the 
infamous “Open Minded Tuesday” or the 
more participated in “Pirate Wednesday”. 
But if we think about it, these traditions 
are really a celebration of everything that 
makes this place so great. So I decided 
that I will do a brief explanation of each 
major tradition and what their meaning is 
in CTYI culture.

Open minded Tuesday: is a celebration 
of what kind of people we might be if we 
simply open ourselves up to the world 
and think about each of the choices we 
make, sometimes the small things can 
change everything.

Pirate Wednesdays: well this practically 
explains itself, but for those of you who 
still don’t get it. It is the celebration of 
the Pirates of CTYI and in a way many 

of the beloved traditions and legends 
in relation to the tradition, and simply 
frames it in the view of our most well-
known and notorious legends.

Hitchhiker’s Thursday: often referred 
to as bathrobe Thursday by many people, 
this is a celebration of the many random 
acts which CTYI is known for and the 
famous book, “The Hitchhiker’s Guide 
To The Galaxy “and with reference 
I have heard the occasional person  
comment on the book and if it were real 
then it would be rather applicable to life 
at CTYI.

Formal Friday: the “classiest” of the 
Dailies, with many people dressing in 
suits or other forms of formal attire, 
some people say that it is purely a 
fashion parade and to an extent this is 
true but it is also a show of the style and 
fashion for the people at CTYI, along 
with each of their individual styles and 
how different we all are to each other. 

The Dailies are some of the major 
traditions and each a show of a small 

part of what CTYI is all about, other 
traditions include passion fruit ceremony, 
which is a show of people’s “passion” for 
the CTYI experience and the candlelight 
ceremony which, in the dead of night 
shows how much people learn about 
themselves and shine a light on who they 
will grow to be. 
     Each and every tradition has 
something to say about CTYI like those 
i have mentioned, and some are simply 
part of the experience that cannot be 
explained like spoon bracelets. Suffice 
to say there are many traditions, some of 
them fun, some of them emotional but 
each and every one of them is as much a 
part of CTYI as you or I, and it saddens 
me that such a small portion of CTYI 
population is taking part in them. 
     I hope to see them return in full swing 
in the coming years and that perhaps 
the RA’s will not try to ban or change 
them...*wink wink nudge nudge*

Thank You Ladies and Gentlemen, and 
Good Night…
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As a former CAT student for the past 3

years myself I felt that if anyone was to

interview my past pupils and dear

friends it should be me. My over-protec-

tiveness kicked in and as soon as the

topic came up in Journalism class I

made sure to snap it up. 

I sat down with two Computer and

Animation students and good friends of

mine - Emma Cummins and Kevin

Wilson to hear their opinions on CAT

and CTYI (and even a little about the

Sportalians).

First I sat down with Emma, a 16

year old from Drogheda who is in her

fourth year of CAT and well known for

giving out kissy-marks to people in the

quad.

Question: What is the difference

between a CAT and a CTYIzen?

Answer: I think CATs were in the top

10% of the people who took the test,

while CTYI was the top 5. We only get 2

weeks, different subjects and they’re not

based on what sections of the test we did

well in.

Q:  Do you feel you are treated differ-

ently from CTYIzens?

A: Only in the fact that we don’t get the

extra week. And some of the CTYI stu-

dents would be like “Hey CATs! Let’s

speak to them in one syllable words!”

Which is kind of rude.. Some of them

look down on us. But only some.

Q: Do you dislike the Sportalians as

much as CTYIzens do?

A: Yeah, even the RAs have said they

are annoying as can be. Can you hear

them out the window? They’re scream-

ing at one another! 

*At which point a large group of

Sportalians do, indeed, walk past and are

screaming so loud I would barely hear

Emma.*

A: They walk around doing the wrong

traditions on the wrong days and they

bother the RAs, which is terrible because

they go through a lot!

Q: What is it like to leave DCU after 2

weeks?

A: Heart-breaking. Very heart-breaking.

It feels really hard to leave all of my

CTYI friends after a week. A good

chunk of my friends are in CTYI.

Q:  Sum up CAT in one word.

A: Short. It’s also amazing and fantabu-

lous and I am going to cry when I leave.

Q: What do you think about the CAT

courses?

A: I think they’re interesting. They vary

from year to year, which is good for

those who come back like me. Then

there’s a few of the same, which is also

good for those who did not get their first

choice the year before. It’s just if it were

3 weeks we would be able to squeeze

more in. Like even my own Computer

and Animation teacher said she finds it

difficult to fit everything in into a 2

week course. Though I hope me saying

this doesn’t make it get taken off the

CAT course because I think we deserve

the CTYI courses in our as well every

few years. 

Q: What’s your favourite part about

CAT?

A: People? I like the people! In CAT and

CTYI, so we should be allowed the extra

week.

I then sat down with a rather energetic

Kevin (dressed in a green tutu and a

rainbow wig), a 16 year old from Clogh,

Kilkenny, who is in his second year of

CAT. 

Q: What is the difference between a

CAT and a CTYIzen?

A: CATs are cooler! I’m in CAT!

Q: The technical difference..?

A: Oh right! CATs only stay for 2

weeks, CTYI stay for 3 weeks. The

courses are different and there’s usually

a lot less CATs.

Q: Do you feel like you’re treated dif-

ferently from CTYIzens?

A: Yes, because we only get 2 weeks. 

Nollaig O’Cuill
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An interview with Grainne Kimmins

Gráinne Kimmins is the journalism TA

this year. As it was her first year, we

decided to talk to her and get her opinion

on all things CTYI-ish.

How did you find out about CTYI?

I was looking for a teaching job over the

summer and I came across CTYI. It

looked interesting.

Were you in CTYI as a student?

No I wasn’t.

Do you like working in CTYI?

Yeah it’s an…..interesting experience.

And it’s different from teaching in regu-

lar schools.

Do you like journalism?

Yeah I like newspapers.

Is CTYI like you expected it to be?
Well I didn't know what to expect. But I
didn't expect boys dressed as girls……or
pirates!

What is the best part of your job?

Getting to see all your lovely faces

everyday!

Why are we (journalism) the best

class?

Because you just are.

Did you choose to be the journalism

TA?

No. I just chose to be a TA.

What was your favourite subject in

school?

…Business. And now I teach it. Yay!

Can you speak Irish?

No. But I can order several ice creams in

French.

What is your opinion on “The

Game”? 

I think it’s a ridiculous idea. Because to

play the game you can’t think of the

game, so how can you be playing?

What is your favourite colour?

Green.

Have you ever played knutsack?

No. I don’t know what it is.

What is your opinion on Snapple?

I haven’t tried Snapple yet, and I don’t

understand the students’ obsession.

What is your favourite country,

besides Ireland?

France

If you could be any animal, what

would you be?

A fish. I like to swim; being able to

breathe underwater would be cool.

What is your favourite smell?

Fresh bread. It just smells nice. Not stale

bread, it has to be fresh bread.

And finally, why did we get lost so

much?

I have a terrible sense of direction.

James Fallon &

Feargus Campbell
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Q: Do you dislike Sportalians as much

as CTYIzens do?

A: Everyone does. They said I had a

nice shirt today, I turned around and said

‘Hahaha learn English.’

Q: Are there any CAT traditions dif-

ferent from CTYI ones?

A: Not that we know of but I’m trying to

create some. Like the tradition of pass-

ing Caolán [McCarthy]’s hat around to

random people. And just me being me

and the magical wand that I’m holding

right now.

Q: What is it like to leave DCU after 2

weeks?

A: Upsetting because I miss my Nollaig. 

Q: Aww thank you! Sum up CAT in a

word.

A: Brilliant.

Q: What do you think about the CAT

courses?

A: They are fun and entertaining, espe-

cially Computers and Animation because

we have a great instructor and a great

TA and it’s fun!

Q: What’s your favourite part about

CAT?

A: Meeting all the new people.

Q: Thank you Kevin!

A: You’re welcome, I love you Nollaig!

Q: Love you too, Kevin.

It seems generally CATs do not feel any

different to CTYIzen, the relationship

between the two groups is improving

every year as more CATs move into

CTYI. I think generally everyone wishes

they had the extra week at DCU (and we

are united in our war against the

Sportalians).



Meet two of this year’s RAs

Ruth

Ruth Concannon is many things, an RA,

a champion of vegetarian rights and a

fake ginger. I went to meet Ruth and she

revealed the startling fact to me that her

hair is in fact not naturally that fiery red

we all associate with her.

Ruth did not attend CTYI in the past.

It’s hard to believe because she’s so sup-

portive of our traditions. She said that

she ‘loves to see the traditions’.  I used

to have the impression that being an RA

was incredibly easy. Ruth dispelled me

of that notion. From the first day I met

her she told us that all her and the other

RAs wanted for us to enjoy ourselves

and she reiterated this to me last night.

‘I don’t think you guys realise how

much we actually care about all of you’.

When I asked the Galway native

about the Sportalians she replied that she

‘doesn’t hate them, I get annoyed when

they smoke around the younger ones,

that’s not cool’.  A slightly better reason

than ‘they get croissants and we don’t’.

I asked Ruth about whether she found

some of the students annoy-

ing sometimes. She replied

with a grin ‘never my girls’.

Some students at CTYI were

born in 2001 while some

were born in 1995. I asked

Ruth about whether she

found it difficult to deal with

all the different maturity lev-

els. She said that ‘sometimes

you have to mammy the

younger ones, but this ses-

sion my RA group is quite

old, it’s important not to

patronise people.’

Ruth came to CTYI with

very little previous knowledge so I asked

her about the weirdest experience she

had had here. She said ‘it’s the conversa-

tions you overhear, like discussions

about sparkling water or when at a disco

I say about a boy, his skirt is too short’.

Perhaps the best example of Ruth awe-

someness is the way she has championed

vegetarian rights. Her RA group has a

very high percentage of vegetarians (and

This year's batch of enthusiastic RAs include many intriguing characters, including a for-
mer wrestler of all things. Here, Katie Goff and Niamh Lynch delve deeper into the truth
about the life of an RA.
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Michael

Michael O’Sullivan is by far the gangli-

est person at CTYI. We here at the

‘Daily Dodge’ sat down with him to ask

the burning questions that occupy the

minds of CTYzens.  Michael revealed to

‘The Daily Dodge’ that he attended

CTYI for three years from 2007-2009

and completed courses in Investigative

Science, Vetinary and Biomedical

Diagnostics. With all those science

courses under his belt it’s no surprise

that he decided to study Chemistry in

college.

We asked Michel if the students ever

annoyed him and unlike Ruth he was

slightly less diplomatic in his answer.

‘Yes, yeah. Just persistent things like no

matter how many times we tell kids not

to come down the back alley, I’m

always catching them doing it. And it’s

the same ones all the time you know,

just that sort of thing that persistently

annoys me’. 

So take the hint guys and refrain

from walking down the back alley.

Michael said that being an RA is hard

a vegan). Ruth has taken issue with the

food vegetarians here receive, she has

had words with the canteen staff on

many occasions and the situation has

steadily improved.

In short (no pun intended) Ruth is the

best and everyone should love her

because she’s so great. 

but that if you enjoy the job

it’s really good fun. Michael

is a favourite amongst the

ladies of CTYI. One girl who

wishes to remain anonymous

for obvious reasons said that

‘he’s just so funny and nice!’

Not only is Michael attrac-

tive and apparently a brain

box, he is also an athlete of

the highest calibre. He used

to be an All-Ireland champi-

on in the high jump.

When asked about his

favourite thing about CTYI

he replied ‘The madness. It’s my

favourite thing. I love how crazy it is

and the fact that it can be that crazy and

nobody cares.’

As there is such a large number of nev-

ermores this year, we asked Michael if

he found it difficult to deal with the

older students. He said that sometimes

the older students are great because you

can actually talk to them and other times

they can be difficult because they com-

pare this year to previous years where

rules may have been different. He said

‘it’s a mixed bag - sometimes they’re

better, sometimes they’re worse’.

The best thing about Michael is that

he hates Sportalians as much as we do.  

‘Oh my God! Would they ever (word we

are not allowed repeat) off. I hate them. I

absolutely hate them. Like seriously,’

We couldn’t agree more with you

Michael. We ended the interview by ask-

ing could we see his Deathly Hallows

tattoo, he complied. It’s totally awesome.



The first disco

The first disco of CTYI Session Two

was generally a success with no fire

alarm at an incredibly inconvenient time

as has happened twice in this session,

although some complaints have been

made about the quality of the songs

played towards the start of the disco.

“I was really sad that Bad Touch

wasn’t played because that’s one of my

favourites,” says Nevermore Nollaig O’

Cuill. “There were loads of songs that

weren’t played, like Time Warp,” Kate

O’ Flynn added. Of the songs

that were played in the first half hour,

some were annoyingly difficult to dance

to, such as Rihanna’s ‘We Found Love’

and Eminem’s ‘Lose Yourself,’ although

the latter was forgivable. Most students

just resorted to making rapperly hand

motions or giving up altogether.  ‘Niggas

in Paris’ also led to this kind of ‘danc-

ing’, but the general consensus is that

the song is worth it.

The disco was incredibly crowded

because of both the large number of

CTYIzens attending this year and the

fact that CAT students were allowed in.

This meant that the disco was, according

to Paddy Murphy, “Great craic, but too

stuffy.” Fortunately, a table full of cups

of water was waiting outside for when

desperate dancers needed to escape and

grab one.

It was an emotional disco, especially

for the CTYIzens with CAT friends. One

girl who attended the CAT programme

for three years and is in CTYI for her

last year said that it was a very poignant

night because it’s probably the last disco

she’ll ever have with her CAT friends.

Lying down and waving your arms in

the air during Street Spirit is a 15-year

tradition as of 2013, and the lyrics are

still as impossible to hear as ever,

although lying down beside someone

with your hands up does tend to encour-

age bonding, which was nice. 500 Miles,

this being in my humble opinion as my

first experience of a CTYI disco, was

amazing, especially the high-fiving

and/or hand-trailing that took place

between passing conga lines.

Mr. Brightside induced everyone to

scream themselves hoarse and form

small circles for moshing. The Pokemon

Theme Tune, to which almost everyone

knew the words, involved the most

melodramatic and cheesy dance moves

possible, i.e. great fun. YMCA/CTYI

was played to much enjoyment, as were

Gay Bar (hilarious), We Will

Gunda/Rock You and Iris. Bohemian

Rhapsody meant yet more singing/shout-

ing, something that went down well with

everyone.

American Pie was brilliant as always,

regardless of the amount of standing-on-

other-people’s-feet that ensued. This was

bad when someone had forgotten to kick

their shoes off, not looking at anyone in

particular.

So the disco more than made up for

the questionable music at the start and

undeniably stuffy atmosphere. An inter-

esting part was the theme of ‘CTYI at

the Movies’, which gave rise to some

excellent costumes. We had both a Willy

Wonka and a Wilhelmina Wonka as well

as a CatGirl, Peeta Mellark, and the

Cheshire Cat. Some disgraceful people

didn’t bother dressing up and went as

‘extras’, when we all know certain girls

among them had an ulterior motive. For

shame! Ciaran’s and Laura’s RA groups

cleaned up after the disco, and we

noticed that the floor was mysterious

speckled with red and orange crepe

paper flames and pink feathers, which

most definitely were not in any way off

my Katniss dress.
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Elle Loughran

Slendy loves to dance

The CTYI disco. The dressing up, the

dancing, the traditions, and a mysterious

white non-featured figure who is impecca-

bly dressed. CTYIzens were surprised that

on the first disco (movie themed) it had a

special guest from the creepily renowned

game Slender Man.

The game Slender Man was released

on June 26 2012 in which you have to

find eight pages before the paranormal

Slenderman finds you. Many have played

the game but few have accomplished find-

ing all eight pages.

So what happens when he walks into a

CTYI disco? When we asked one witness,

Kevin Wilson, if he knew who was

dressed up as Slender Man, he told us

“No, but I got him to dance with me.”

People also witnessed him walking

around, but not dancing. Others have also

pondered on the thought that the lofty

form is ginger.

There has been further speculation

around Slender Man’s identity. When we

asked TA Gráinne Kimmins if she had any

idea who it might be, she replied “I defi-

nitely saw a very tall ginger boy at lunch”.

Some witnesses were apprehensive at

the sight of the tall figure.  “I saw him

across the dancefloor coming towards me

and I hid because he scared me” said

Nollaig O’Cuill,  Carrigaline, Cork. When

asked on her opinion of his identity, she

replied “A tall ginger boy.” 

The question still stands, who was

Slender Man? Perhaps it was a tall ginger

boy as speculation persists? Or perhaps

Slender Man is real but likes to take

Saturday nights off to dance creep on peo-

ple at discos?

Kate O’Flynn



Happily ever after

“I was really excited, because it was

really fun the first time.” Said Nollaig

O’ Cuill commenting on the renewing of

her vows to the lovely Emma Cummins.

On the 19th of July 2013 one of

CTYI’s longest running couples, Nollaig

O’ Cuill and Emma Cummins, renewed

their vows. After getting married last

year at Casino night, they decided to

renew their love for each on their

anniversary to mark the occasion.

Emma, who is in CAT, married

Nollaig, who is in CTYI, Have been

“Besties” for four years. They are both

Nevermores this year and felt that they

should renew their vows as it is the last

time they will get a chance to.

Mark Finn presided over the wedding

and Jenny O’ Riordan was the ring bear-

er, the rings were provided by Kate O’

Flynn and Kevin Wilson gave Nollaig

away.

Although they could have gotten

married in the White Chapel church that

was set up for casino night, they refused

to as the R.A’s would not let Mark pre-

side over the wedding. Although Mark

was charging $50 for weddings, they

were only $10 in the White Chapel, He

[Mark] only charged Nollaig and Emma

$10 as he had married them at their first

wedding.

Having attended the wedding myself,

I can assure those of you that weren’t

there that it it was a beautiful ceremony.

Dermot Rankin

The vows were touching, pulling on

everyones heart strings. “I promise to

never ask you to make me a sammich,

because that's sexist” said Emma. “I

promise we’ll be besties for life” replied

Nollaig.

However, what happened after the

wedding was not smooth. As Nollaig,

Emma and company made their way to

the White Chapel to view the wedding of

two complete strangers, there were not

enough seats for everyone. This led to

Jenny having to sit on Nollaig’s lap.

Emma became aware of this and con-

fronted Nollaig about the “Floosy” sit-

ting on her lap at the wedding. Nollaig

reassured Emma that her and Jenny were

just friends and there was nothing to

worry about.

After the dust had settled from the

drama, Nollaig and Emma went on to

enjoy casino night and waste all their

money on dodgy bets.

And they all lived happily ever after.
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The CTYI Wiki

The CTYI Wikipedia was started by Cian

McMahon. Although he doesn’t run the wiki

any longer, he is still involved with CTYI.

Last year he was an R.A for session 1 and a

T.A for multimedia with photography. This

year he is the Instructor for multimedia.

The wiki is a great source of CTYI related

information, especially for Newbies. I decided

I would ask two Newbies some questions

based off of the general CTYI knowledge on

the wiki to prove that it can be extremely help-

ful to newbies.

Elle Loughran, a Newbie who has read the

entire wiki before coming to CTYI, and Beth

Manley who hasn’t read any of the wiki,

answered these questions.

Question: Could you name 5 CTYI leg-

ends?

Ellie: Mark Dee, Shauna Caffrey, Ogden,

Loafers, Fiachra.

Beth: Pirate Tom... That’s about it.

Q: Where did the name Sportalian come

from?

E: It’s Spanish, Portuguese and Italian put

together.

B: I’ve been told two things, they are

Portuguese, Spanish and Italian people or

they’re Italian people on a sports course.

Q: What is a Nomore?

E: A person who won’t be coming back but

it’s not because they’re to old.

B: A person who wants to leave, not because

they’re to old.

Q: Who is the director of CTYI?

E: Colm O’ Reilly

B: Colm... something.

So as you can clearly see reading the wiki is

extremely helpful to students. Elle, who has

read the wiki got all four questions right,

where as Beth, who hasn’t read the wiki at all,

only got one out of the four questions right.

Dermot Rankin



Who’s the victim: Remorseful

Jojo or tragic Sean?

Jojo Jameson was today found guilty of

the murder of Séan “Snake eyes”

O’Sullivan and sentenced to life in

prison in the criminal court in Dublin.

She pleaded not guilty, but the jury

reached the unanimous verdict that Jojo,

40, from Conemara was guilty of first

degree murder.

Witnesses of the tragic incident

included Jojo’s sister Frances Jameson

and the heartbroken son of the murder

victim, Saoirse O’Sullivan. The case has

proved controversial as it first started out

as a home invasion. Jojo, a farmer and

well known local woman was out with

her cattle when she first heard the intru-

sion.

The accused grabbed the shotgun that

was only licensed for use on vermin. She

fired one shot at his leg, gruesomely

shattering his femur according to state

pathologist Marie Cassidy. Jojo testified

that she heard the murdered father of

one’s accomplice shouting ‘kill her’. She

went on to claim that she shot him in the

back in self defense as she feared for her

life and the life of her sister.

Unfortunately Jojo’s story was not

Katie Goff & Kate O’Flynn

corroborated by her sister. Frances, who

was suffering from a headache and was

woken by a loud bang and shouting that

she could not make out.

Pat Murphy neighbour to the accused

and long time friend arrived to the scene

and called the gardaí. He witnessed Jojo

laying down hay to soak up the blood. 

The prosecution claimed that Jojo

“used unreasonable force against Séan

O’Sullivan”

They alleged that it was not self-

defense because Séan offered no real

threat to her or her premises and was

merely asking for directions.

Jojo has been sentenced to life in

prison with opportunity  for parole on

the condition of good behaviour after

nine years. The case has raised signifi-

cant questions about the ability of home-

owners to defend against a threat that

they believe to warrant force.

*This is not a real case. All informa-

tion was taken from CAT Criminology

mock trial.

Hats Travel!

This year at CTYI hats seem to be very popular. Ranging

from the traditional pirate hats, to beanies, fedoras, top

hats and snapbacks. Hats are everywhere this year.

Though some students have said “I haven’t noticed

that many hats this year.” Others have claimed that “It’s

fantastic” that many more people are wearing hats this

year.

Paddy Murphy, who is an avid hat wearer himself, has

said “A lot of people are actually wearing hats this year,

but none of them are as fabulous as mine.” I think I’d

have to disagree with you on that one, Ogden’s purple

top hat is pretty fabulous.

Grainne Kimmins, Journalism T.A, has commented

on the hat situation being “Really weird.” She added

“Anytime you see someone wearing a hat, suddenly, like,

everybody else has that hat on.”
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CTYI Talent Show
Cian O’Neill & Katie Goff

Lemons and Snapple, two great tastes

that don’t go together
Padraig Murphy

If you were in the DCU campus last

Sunday then it’s likely that you attended

the CTYI talent show in the Larkin lec-

ture theatre.

The event was M.Ced as usual by stu-

dents and was a huge success. The stu-

dents were herded to the Larkin hall at

7pm and the talent of the show came on

promptly after we arrived. The first act

was singing and they were playing the

guitar. This proved to be very popular

with the CTYIzens and they were cheered

off the stage once their act was over.

Everyone who performed in the talent

show was fantastic but when asked about

her favourite acts in the show Rebecca

Gahan said, ‘Ogden and Jane were really

great, I loved the audience participation. 

It doesn’t matter what your favourite

act in the show was, but one thing is cer-

tain, CTYI 2013’s talent show was cer-

tainly memorable.

The auditions took place over the

course of the second week. It was a nerve

wrecking time for all involved. Lee

Conway described the ordeal as some-

thing akin to,

‘A pack of veracious wolves jumping

up and down in my stomach but every

now and then their teeth catch my jaw’

The auditions were overseen by Ruth

for the first two days whose daily man-

date was ‘Don’t judge anyone that’s my

job’.

Ogden (William) Deacon said that “It

felt nice”. Niamh Lynch said that “It was

100%, the highlight of CTYI this year.

Nollaig O ‘Cuill said “There were some

great musicians and everyone was good”.

Many people were disappointed that

the CATs were not around to participate

in the CTYI tradition since they had

left on Thursday beforehand.

As usual the talent show was a roaring

success although Loafer’s rendition of

‘the fresh prince of Bel Air’ was sorely

missed by some of the older CTYIzens.

So, we here at the ‘Daily Dodge’

would like to commend all of the brave,

brave fellows who decided to participate

in this year’s talent show. Bravo you

chaps. Bravo. *golf clap*.

There is a common running theme in

CTYI, well there are many running

themes, but the one I am referring to is

the famous Snapple, and more specially

the recent emptying of Spar of every

Snapple flavour they stock, but the lemon

one, which was left to sit on its own on

the Snapple shelf. 

The tasty drink is extremely popular

with us CTYIzens. The familiar glass bot-

tles occupy their own shelf in the fridges

of the on campus Spar. There is a wide

range of flavours available from apple to

kiwi and strawberry. The drink matches

the label in vivid colour and each bottle

cap contains an interesting fact on the

inside. 

Now I know that it is a bit of a nit-pick

situation for me to be ripping on every-

one, myself included for hating the

Lemon Snapple, which took several days

to be sold whilst the others were gone by

the lunch on the second day of them being

restocked. Now I know that I am being

very picky about his but…eh I need

something to rant about so why not

Snapple. 

One of the cashiers in Spar, D. Walsh

said that “it was a fantastic product” and

that “he made sure that there were plenty

of them on the shelves”. But seriously the

delay in the restock was down to about

two of the Lemons were sold, which at

the time caused me to lose my daily

Apple Snapple for two days, so people

DON’T DENY YOURSELVES YOUR

RIGHT TO SNAPPLE…wait no that’s

not fight…WE FIGHT FOR OUR

RIGHT FOR…Snapple? 

Many students have described the

lemon drink as being “Too bitter,” and

“unpleasant”. But damn it if this happens

again i will more than likely end up order-

ing slabs of the drink and selling it off for

profit, whilst drinking it myself at my

own leisure, who knows I might end up

winning an award for business in our

paper or I might make enough money to

eat at Spar for my remaining time here.

Thank You Ladies and Gentlemen, and

Good Night…
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Memorable events in CTYI history

Snapple

Snapple. The nectar of the CTYI student.

The Snapple pyramid is predominately a

session 1 tradition but we here at ‘The

Daily Dodge’ are an equal publication that

don’t discriminate based on session.

(Session 2 is best). Unbeknownst to most

the first Snapple pyramid was to commem-

orate the final year of Declan Mulcahy

who as it happened had a great love of the

drink. 

CTYzens from all across the session

donated their empty Snapple bottles to be

placed into the format of a large pyramid.

The Snapple pyramid has been repeated

at various intervals in session 1 ever since

with varying degrees of success.

The Sportalians get a little wet

2010. The year of the infamous water bal-

looning of those they call Sportalian. The

daring plan was carried out by the then

pirate, Declan Moore along with Ben

Murphy and several other brave young

men, who for their own protection wish to

remain nameless.

CTYzens to this day are hesitant to

comment on the incident for fear of retalia-

tion. When I asked my fellow journalism

classmate, Niamh Lynch about the incident

she replied in a terrified tone ‘You can’t

quote me on that, No comment.

*Sink Jelly

Sink Jelly is another thing unique to CTYI.

Unfortunately this delicacy is no longer

often made. It’s a simple process. Simply

replace the bowl you would usually set the

jelly in with kitchen sink. Wait a very long

time and Voila! You’ve made sink jelly.

Sink Jelly has since been banned because

of the mess it makes and the apparent

inability of CTYzens to clean up after

themselves. 

Rollo

Many of us older CTYzens will remember

Rollo and his particular brand of insanity.

He once painted himself entirely red for an

Alice in Wonderland themed disco.

Perhaps Rollo is best known for writing

on the room of his wall in jam. Yes you

read that right jam. The quote, adapted

from ‘Taxi Driver’ read ‘Soon the rain will

come and wash the scum from the streets’.

*please note we are not encouraging

people to throw water balloons at

sportalians.

*we also do not condone the making of

sink jelly at CTYI. Do it at home

instead. 
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Katie Goff

Shopping centre squabble

Over the years of CTYI many trips have

been organised to Santry and

Blanchardstown and people have debated

as to which is better. Some people prefer

Santry and some prefer Blanch but today

we will settle once and for all which the

superior shopping centre is.

I asked several Nevermore students,

as they have had the most experience with

CTYI at the shopping centres, which shop-

ping centre they preferred and why;

Question: Which shopping centre do you

prefer and why?

Nollaig O’ Cuill: “Santry is much better, it

has Tiger, and you can buy anything in

there.”

Katie Goff: “Blanch, there is actual shops

and a better selection of food, but I do get

lost there so... I have a bad sense of direc-

tion.”

Ogden: “I suppose I prefer Blanch, overall

Dermot Rankin it’s just a bigger a shopping centre and...

More shops.”

Niamh Lynch: “Blanch is better, I don't

know why, it just is.”

So as you can see based on the small

selection of Nevermore students that I

asked Blanchardstown Shopping centre is

the clear winner. Overall it has; More

shops, a better choice of places to eat, the

cinema is in the shopping centre and we

don't have to walk to Blanch.

Pirate Tom interview

Every CTYIzen knows about pirate

Wednesday, and how there is always one

person dressed as a pirate every day of the

week, but how many people actually know

who that person is? Well worry not,

because I have taken the liberty to inter-

view the Pirate at CTYI this year in order

to learn more about him.

Pirate Tom Davern is in his second year

at CTYI and has done Business and

Innovation, and Politics and Economics so

far.

He told me that his favourite tradition

apart from Pirate Wednesday is Bathrobe

Thursday because “It’s a nice reference”

He favourite activity so far this year is

Pokemon appreciation and he says that his

favourite pokemon is Mudkip “Because

who doesn’t like Mudkips”?

I asked  Tom what he thought about

Ninjas because I know that Pirates and

Ninjas have had a long history of violence

towards each other and people will occa-

sionally ask you the question ‘Who would

win in a fight, Pirates or Ninjas’? Tom told

me that there’s no sense in continuing

these petty squabbles and that both pirates

and ninjas should put their differences

behind them. Wise words Tom. Wise

words.

If he could have any super power it

would be “He-Man hair” because it would

grant him the power to defeat Grayskull.

And he likes the He-Man song on

Cian O’Neill YouTube.

Tom thinks that it’s still a long way off

before he will choose another Pirate to

succeed him but he says he’s thinking

about choosing “A wench” when the time

comes, seeing as there have been no

female Pirates at CTYI yet.

The last question I asked Tom was, ‘In

your opinion, how many Sportalians does

it take to change a lightbulb’? Tom told me

that it is physically impossible for a

Sportalian to change a lightbulb so it does-

n’t matter how many there are, because

they will never be able to do it.

I think that this is a valuable insight

into the mind of CTYI’s current pirate.

Once the interview was over I thanked

Tom and went on my way.



Sportavolution

Shipped in from Sportalia (Spain,

Portugal, Italy and France) to invade

DCU campus, CTYIzens and Sportalians

have been bitter rivals for many years.

They come to Ireland every year to learn

and improve their English, although they

rarely speak it. 

Their shouting late at night and pol-

luting the atmosphere with their ciga-

rettes, it makes it difficult for the stu-

dents of CTYI to find any good in them.

They are also resented for the higher

standard of food that they receive in the

canteen and seemingly better residential

apartments on campus.

Sportalians also seem to be taking on

some of CTYI’s traditions, though not

for their intended purposes. On the first

Monday they imitated the tradition of

Open-Minded Tuesday. Girls wore

moustaches and shirts while boys wore

skirts and heels. Some people in CTYI

were begrudged by this horrific offence,

saying they were just doing it for atten-

tion. Then again what do CTYI’s do it

for? Do we do it for the same reason? Or

is it to show support? Did the

Sportalians imitate the CTYIzens to pur-

posely irritate us? Or did they just like

the idea?

With a fresh wave from Sportalia it

seems that manners might be improving.

Could this be some form of evolution?

We have seen first hand some minor

changes in their behaviour, such as apol-

ogising for bumping into people in the

canteen or holding the door open.

However this hope is annihilated when

they rudely shove past in the lines or

slam the door in your face. Perhaps the

juvenile,  less experienced  ones do not

yet know the dynamics of DCU campus.

Things may seem to be getting better

but there is still a long way to go before

the two races are at peace with one

another. But most likely the bitter war

will rage on into the future sessions.
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Kate O’Flynn &

Nollaig O’Cuill

Sportalian Appreciation Club (SAC)

You can’t deny that sportalians can be

discriminated against. The S.A.C

[Sportalian appreciation club] tries to

prevent discriminatory remarks towards

sportalians to whom we believe will

treat us with respect if we treat them

with the same.

The S.A.C believes that sportalians

need to be treated as equals and that

crude remarks are just malicious and

unacceptable. We think that if treated

impartially one day the bond between

CTYI students and sportalians will be

stronger.

Our honest views on sportalians can

be tainted by other people’s views

unknown to ourselves but haven’t you

ever really asked yourself why you so

suddenly don’t like sportalians. And this

goes for everything. We can often be

Beth Manley influenced by other people’s opinions.

We do fully understand that sportal-

ians can be noisy and reckless especially

during the evening times which can

make it hard for residential students to

sleep and bad rumours have been spread

in the past but how much of it is true ?

The S.A.C  currently has two mem-

bers and is welcoming new members but

we’d just like to stress that only limited

places are available.



Should Sportalians have the chance

to join in CTYI activities?

“No” or “No Way” is generally the kind

of answer you’d expect if you asked this

question. But isn’t it a bit harsh, sure

they can be loud and annoying some-

times but looking at the world through

sportalians eyes I’m sure we can be too.

Here I’ll be giving some advantages and

disadvantages of including sportalians in

our activities.

Advantages: After spending much more

time with Sportalians it will improve the

bond between us and hopefully remove

some of the resentment we hold towards

one another. It also will help the sportal-

ians pick up the English language easier

being around people who speak English.

Disadvantages: Ok I’m not going to lie

to you some sportalians can be obnox-

ious, loud and sometimes just plain

weird but that’s only a small minority I

guarantee some if not most sportalians

are not like this.

Well at least we don’t really have to con-

sider the possibility of sportalians join-

ing in our activities anytime in the near

future but it is something to think about.

Beth Manley

County slang

Across the length and breadth of CTYI,

many different and varied accents can be

heard floating around. In the journalism

class particularly, the wide range of

accents has led to some *slight* geo-

graphical bullying. Even though some of

us are prouder of our heritage than oth-

ers (....Niamh) we have decided to edu-

cate the wider population on the slang of

Finglas, Offaly and Donegal.

Offaly Slang

Mush - Short for mushroom, name for

someone

Fish - Name for someone, similar to

mush

Flat out – Moving very quickly

Like a badger on a bypass - Moving

very quickly

Yeah, glaadd! - Good lad (sarcastic)

Yeah, g’girl! - Good girl (sarcastic)

Gosen - Child

Keep a cool head and the ball low -

Hold on

You should hauld on and I’ll hauld

Mary! - Hold on

Beour - Good looking girl

Donegal Slang

Aye - Yes

Howl your tongue - Stop talking

Aul doll - Mother

Aul boy - Father

The waynes - The children

Wile - Very

I’m foundered - I’m freezing

Wee - Little

Quare - No direct translation

Now you’re sucking diesel - Now

you’re going well

Keep her lit - Keep it going

Yes boy - Hello

Yock - Used to describe a machine, usu-

ally a vehicle

Pirties - Potatoes

Canny - Can’t

Dinny - Don’t

Wile caul - Very cold

Calm the baps - Calm down

*in order to fit in with the natives of

Donegal, you add the word ‘hi’ to the

end of every sentence.

Dublin Slang

Cha’ - If somethings really good

Mot - Girlfriend

Scarleh - Really embarassed

Melted - Annoyed

Relax the khaks - Relax

Get the boat - Shut up / you’re lying

Peg it - Run

Kip - Horrible place

Massive - Good looking

James Fallon, Niamh Lynch,

Kate O’Flynn & Dermot

Rankin
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Has the canteen food improved?

Canteen food is often associated with

words such as “disgusting”, “abom-

inable” and in one case “just plain gross”

but what is it about cafeteria food that

makes stomachs churn at the mention of

the word. Cyber psychology student

Catherine O’Callaghan says “I don’t

enjoy cafeteria food because it doesn’t

supply enough nutrition for us to carry

out our academic routine” she then adds

“If I had the choice I would buy my food

in spar but it’s just too expensive”.

It surely can’t be all bad though.

Why has the canteen food held such a

bad reputation for so long? Niamh

Lynch says “I’ve attended ctyi since

2010 and I’ve always been residential”

she adds “Canteen food has

improved………. marginally” and it’s

not just Niamh many believe canteen

food has improved throughout the years.

It’s been said it has gotten healthier and

tastes better some people will go as far

as saying its bordering on the edge of

edible!

Unfortunately the overall canteen

experience is still thought to be an

unpleasant one although this is not only

based on the “dodgy” food but also on

the time it takes to get through the queue

in order to get the dodgy food. Students

complain how the queue “takes all

lunch” to get through and although this

Is it me... or is EVERYONE paranoid?

There are many things that CTYIzens

are often known for having many differ-

ent conspiracy theories about. From the

more common, chicken really being the

explanation for recent decrease in the

local pigeon population on the campus,

to the lesser known or discussed theory

that the burgers are made of all the food

that the canteen are not allowed to feed

us blended together and then fried. 

There are many many different and

varying theories with several contradict-

ing each other along with others seeming

to be true at the time. I have heard many

over the time I have been here and I

have decided that I should list the more

entertaining, random and controversial

ones. So here are the top 5, IN MY

OPINION.

1. All the canteen food is really nothing

more than pigeon meat and the vegeta-

bles are all from six years ago

2. “The Game” was introduced by

Sportalians to turn CTYIzens against

one and other to incite civil war in our

ranks

3. CTYI was originally created to trap

“all the smart kids” in one place and use

us to solve the country’s problems, but

the plans failed due to us being too ran-

dom and acting like idiots all the time

Pádraig Murphy

may be an exaggeration it’s not far off

the mark. At times the mealtime queuing

does take a chunk out of the student’s

free time leaving little time to do much

else.

But long and behold there are some

good things to say about meals at the

canteen. The desserts have proved to be

popular with students from cookies to

caramel squares there is always some-

thing good to be said about them.

Student Elle Loughran says “I like the

brownies they have actual toffee in

them”. 

4. Sportalians are highly evolved

pigeons that have escaped the testing

facilities which the canteen staff are

using to test different forms of cheap

food supplements

5. All of the canteen food is laced with

drugs that cause us to act random or act

like idiots so we don’t notice all the hid-

den cameras all over the campus and we

are being filmed “Truman Show” style

for some twisted experiment

Thank You Ladies and Gentlemen, and

Good Night…
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Some say it has improved, others say it remains questionable but what do we really
think about canteen food? Beth Manley decided to investigate...



Swag, pandemics and nothing but hate

The term swag is being used more and

more these days, the reason behind

it…well I have no idea, all I know is that

the more is used and the fact that every-

one where I live use the term like it is on

their word of the day calendar, but

haven’t changed it since they bought it. 

Every time that I walk down the

main street and have some random

teenage girl mention the word swag

and/or comment on “how good those

sweat-pants look” on her friend makes

me want to hang myself with my own

skinny jeans. Which when I now say in

my head makes me seem a bit too

obsessed with the fact that swag has

become such an integrated part of the

teenage culture in this country has bru-

tally murdered what little hope I had left

for this country’s future. 

Pádraig Murphy

Tuesdays with Ogden
Ogden Deacon

Over the past few weeks, huge contro-

versy has been sparked off on the topic

of Open-minded Tuesdays. From the

start of the session, RAs had been telling

students that this tradition had been

banned, giving the reason that transgen-

der people in the course were feeling

offended or upset. I decided to do a bit

of looking into the opinions of

CTYIzens on the topic.

“How do you feel about Open-mind-

ed Tuesday being banned?” I asked

around the quad one Wednesday

evening. “I don’t like it” said Dáire

Coburn. “People should be allowed to

dress as they want”. At the same time,

however, he expressed concern at people

being “openly offensive” while partici-

pating in the tradition. Student Joe

Molloy expressed a similar opinion.

“I’m upset that people would take it triv-

ially”, he said. “It’s a celebration, of

people who stand who for you they are”. 

The general consensus is that consid-

ering the offensive clothing being worn

by some, its banning might be justifi-

able. “If you take the proverbial and use

it as a dress up day of ‘haha, I’m being a

tranny’ in a manner that’s comparable to

blackface”, said Jane Dalton, “that’s

offensive, and it shouldn't be done”.

In fact, in an interview with CTYI

Director Colm O’Reilly previously that

day, he had stated that he wasn’t banning

this cross-dressing tradition. When asked

about his official stance on the subject,

he said “My official stance is, yeah, I’m

very open-minded about it”, saying that

he doesn’t “think there’s any harm in it”. 

However, he went on to say that he

found difficulty with it if “people felt

forced to behave in a certain way

because of other people making them

behave in a certain way”, saying that

“that defeats the purpose of being open-

minded”. To give a final say on the mat-

ter, he said that “I’m open-minded about

it as long as people regulate it and are

open minded about it themselves”.

I continued my questioning around

the quad. “How would you feel to hear

that, in an interview with Colm, he stat-

ed that it hasn’t been banned?” The

response was very varied. “Good! I get

to engage in more of the traditions, and

show support for people who aren’t

happy with their gender”, said one stu-

dent. “And I get to wear my little black

number I’ve been keeping in my

wardrobe for the last two weeks...” Dáire

Coburn said “I’m so happy; I could

probably cry and hug Colm!” One stu-

dent simply exclaimed “Awesome!” 

Some students were more anxious

than others on the issue, but overall, the

response was pretty positive. The con-

cern surrounding the matter in the first

place hasn’t just disappeared; “It needs

to be done more subtly, with more tact,”

said one student.

I think that the topic is a very diffi-

cult one, and problems will always arise

as to immaturity and offensiveness on

the matter; but that we shouldn’t get

entirely bogged down in the technicali-

ties of the day. Summed up well by Joe

Molloy, “I don’t like tranny Tuesday; I

like open-minded Tuesday”. It isn’t a

day for everyone to mock the presence

of transgender students, but instead the

exact opposite; to express a tolerance

and respect for those who choose to

dress as the other gender. 

In the end, we all need to come

together to realise that the whole point of

open-minded Tuesday is to epitomise the

fact that CTYI is an incredibly open-

minded place, and that’s -awesome-.
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I will admit that there are a few peo-

ple who can say swag and it be accept-

able, but 90% of the people I can think

of are burglars from Victorian England

and the remaining 10% are using it iron-

ically or in expressing their hatred of the

term, with me in fact often referring to it

as the “Swag Pandemic”.

The fact that I have been slagged out

of a room by people who look like they

didn’t look twice at themselves when

they walked out of the house in the

morning and dressed themselves with a

half care of what they  might look like

and don’t own a belt. With that said

spend most of their money on Calvin

Klein boxers and want the WHOLE

DAMN WORLD to know it. I can’t help

but think, now bear with me and hate me

for it if you want that terms and concepts

such as swag are lowering the general

social diversity in Ireland’s youth and in

some extreme case’s causing the general

integration of the concept of herd men-

tality with it snowballing into an effect

of warping the image of Ireland’s youth

into lazy underachievers with little

regard of what everyone thinks of them.

Which in most cases is not true, but I am

sad to say that due to the few who are

truly like this they are setting a bad

example by spreading this image to the

fact that THEY WANT TO BE AN

EXAPMLE OF EVERYTHING

HARD…or so the urban dictionary says.

Suffice to say the term swag is four

letter word, a major contributing factor

in the degradation of society and the

most used word IN THE DAMN UNI-

VERESE.      

Thank You Ladies and Gentlemen, and

Good Night…



The Great Nation of Daraqistan

“I am a fair and just leader” says

President Dara Keenan of Daraqistan.

We were reclining in Starbucks over

grande mochas with cream. This was the

biggest interview of my life and, I was a

little bit nervous.

President Keenan is the man in

charge of Daraqistan, a nation founded

on the ruins of Findenreich, which was

created by Mark Finn and Shane Finn in

2012.

When asked whether he thought he

was a kind ruler he told me “I’m a fair

and just ruler, but in times of need I rule

the way the country had to be ruled.

Daraqistan was founded when Mark

Finn of the secret service in Findenreich

rose up to overthrow the government.

Daraqistan is actually a puppet state with

president Keenan as the figurehead. This

was told to me by Mark Finn and Joe

Molloy who were guarding the president

at the time.

During his time as president, Dara

Keenan has had several people killed

and employs many people to do it. One

example of when he killed someone was

on casino night (which was secretly run

by Daraqistan). “One of our members,

Dylan Greene, made a mistake, which

cost us one of the prizes. He was pub-

licly executed with a lightsaber later that

night”. You can also be killed in

Daraqistan by YOLOing and singing or

plying Taylor Swift.

President Keenan had control over

and army of evil. The Daraqistinian

army of evil contains all sorts of evil.

They have nastiness, naughtiness, and

general badness.

The President has had many attempts

on his life over the years but luckily

none of them have been successful. If

the president catches anyone who is

planning on killing him he says he sends

them on a “prolonged vacation to a

slaughter house”.

Daraqistan currently controls the

entire world but is also at war with

everywhere except Texas and North

Korea which are both allies to

Daraqistan.

It isn’t very common knowledge but

Daraqistinians have their own language.

It is exactly the same as English except

they call their country Dareichistan.

Because of this President Keenan has it

right to have a translator when he is giv-

ing public speeches. He believes it’s

good to have a “verbal communication”

with his subjects. He believes it

“Facilitates the public need”.

My last question for the President

was ‘what is your opinion on CTYIzens’

The president says that they are a valu-

able part of society and will continue to

support them as long as “they give up

their rights”.

I thanked the President for his time

and shook hands with him and his Head

of presidential security, Joe Molloy, and

his Chief of staff, Mark Finn.

I think the president of Daraqistan is a

very capable man and and will lead his

country to greatness while he is in

office.

Cian O’Neill

Names on Coke bottles: Can it be

classed as discrimination?

We entered Spar on a normal Wednesday

(though when you pass a pirate as you

walk in you realise things aren’t com-

pletely normal). 

We wandered over to the drinks sec-

tion and looked at the Coke cans. We

immediately realised something. There

was a reoccurrence of names on the

cans. There were the usual names

(James, Kate, Anne, George, etc.) on all

of the cans, yet no other more unusual

names, such as Kim, Lauren, Nathan and

Ronan. We have checked on the official

Coca-Cola website, and all of the latter

names are on Coke bottles and can be

found in Ireland, yet not as easily in the

Spar on campus. 

We do realise that there are probably

cans with those names on the bottles in

Spar somewhere, yet they are never at

the front. This could obviously just be a

freak coincidence, yet it is thought pro-

voking. Being called Oz and Feargus, we

obviously realise that coke aren’t going

to be making millions of bottles with our

names on them, yet we haven’t seen a

single one. Our point is this: can it be

classed as discrimination?

There have already been numerous

issues involving the names put onto coke

bottles. Some people have claimed that

the names are stereotypical and are

offensive to their country or their reli-

gion. We feel that the only viable way to

end this issue is to remove the names

from the bottles and to return to their

original design. Though some people

may feel saddened by this at first,

chances are that they will get over it.

Then Coca-Cola can try a new, hopefully

more successful, marketing method. 

Feargus Campbell & 

Oz Russell
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Weekend Activities
Among this year’s weekend activities were returns to the ever popular Farmleigh and 
Botanical Gardens while this year also saw a first ghost tour. The Daily Dodge tagged along.

Farmleigh

In line with previous years, Farmleigh 
was offered as an option for the Sunday 
day trip on both weekends.
     Farmleigh is situated in Phoenix Park 
and consists of a stately home, a quaint 
café and various beautiful gardens.
A group of around 80 students hopped 
on the buses, were counted and allowed 
to roam through the grounds. A tour of 
the house was also on offer and from 
previous experiences, it is an interesting 
and educational experience. 
     On this day I visited, the 21st of 
July, temperatures peaked at around 28 
degrees so many students opted to soak 
up the sunshine on the many green areas 
with ice cream or cold drinks. A very 
talented brass band provided uplifting 
music.
     An outing to Farmleigh with friends 
is a truly lovely way to spend a Sunday 
afternoon. I would highly recommend it.
Niamh Lynch

Botanical Gardens

The botanical gardens, or bots as they 
are often referred to as by CTYI students 
are for many of the reoccurring CTYI 
visitors a great social meeting place, and 
I will agree with them on that, however 
I must admit that the food is highly 
overpriced and in conjunction with the 
fact that no outside food is not allowed 
into the gardens as it poses somewhat of 
a safety breach. 
     Due to the long hours that people 
spend there it can often cost you a small 
fortune for you to get a decent sized 
lunch on the garden grounds, and since 
it is a free activity you can sometimes 
spend more money that some of your 
peers who may have gone to the national 
aquatic centre or another paid activity. 
     Ignoring that fact for the moment 
it as a place is great, great for walking 
about with friends chatting, but also if 
you want to it can become a romantic 
event. With the gardens offering many 
different settings for your visit, with the 
band stand offering a perfect place for 
you and your friends to sit down and chat 

for a while or the rose gardens where you 
can sit and listen to the nearby stream 
and ponder on any troubles you may 
have. Or if you are just going to relax 
then you can simply lie on the grass near 

the entrance and enjoy our recent good 
weather, whilst it lasts that is.
Thank You Ladies and Gentlemen, and 
Good Night…
Pádraig Murphy
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Ghost Tour
We were promised a tour that would be 
bone chilling and exciting. It was played 
up by RA’s as “the most exciting tour 
available”, which lead to the majority 
of CAT and CTYI students to pick it as 
their first choice. However the amazing 
“Ghost Tour” did not quite live up to 
what everyone expected it would be. As 
it was the only weekend the CATs were 
here to go on a trip they were given first 
preference for the tour. I am therefore 
relying on what I have heard from those I 
spoke to about it.

 To begin with it was believed 
it would be a guided tour on a bus. 
Wrong. (Well partially.) The group got 
the No. 9 bus to College Green. From 
there it involved quite a bit of walking 
(not the most appealing for a bunch of 
lazy teenagers the day after an energetic 
disco) to places such as Trinity, Dublin 
Castle and Stephen’s Green. It was also 
believed that the tour would be interest-
ing. Wrong. The tour consisted of stories 
of hauntings on Dame Street and theories 
of why Stephen’s Green Park closes at 

7pm. 
 The overall impression seemed 
to be one of disappointment. It was ex-
pected to be more than it really was and 
was not in any way frightening. “It was 
more like a walking tour of Dublin” says 
CAT Criminology student Miriam Lacey. 
It might have been interesting for lovers 
of history but it was definitely built up to 
be more than it really was.
Nollaig O’Cuill

Monsters University Review
Elle Loughran

Since the original Monsters Inc. captured 
the imaginations – and hearts – of 
millions of children twelve years ago, 
it’s been something people consistently 
cite as one of their favourite childhood 
movies. So when it was announced that 
there was to be a prequel of sorts to 
coincide with the year the target audience 
went to university, people got just a 
little excited.
     It was always going to have a lot to 
live up to. I know even from my own 
experience that I’d, in a way, idealised 
the movie, filling in details I’d forgotten 
with sheer perfection that no real movie 
could match. And I’m not going to lie, 
this one was different from the way I’d 
expected it to be.
     This movie was animated in the 
same way as its sequel, and that part 
was lovely. Child Mike Wazowski was 
someone who many of the CTYIzens 
(who had taken over the cinema in 
Santry) could identify with, even as 
stereotypical as it was. And he looked 
like a little green pea with legs. Who 
could fail to be moved by that?
     The animated set was gorgeous and 
the cinematic lighting was actually really 
good, which was a nice change from a 

lot of movies lately. The plot focuses on 
how Mike and Sulley – who we see as 
best friends and inseparable companions 
in Monsters Inc. -  meet and go through 
a slightly upgraded version of  the 
standard series of trials and tribulations 
film makers seem to enjoy slapping 
onto movies. Thanks to the excellent 
characters of the two main characters, 
fortunately, this works.
     Randall was underutilised – maybe 
I was aiming too high to expect a 
children’s movie to have a Snape-
in-The Prince’s Tale-esque villain 
motivation story, but all he really did was 
give a few stony glares and look jealous.
     Some parts near the ending were 
fresh but unsavoury, much like the 
popcorn I was eating at the time. By 
that I mean that while it was entirely 
free of clichés in this part, I almost 
would have preferred if it had gone the 
conventional route. Much as it’s adapted 
itself to a university-age viewership, it’s 
still also a children’s movie, so happy 
endings are expected. It’s not a million 
miles away from that format, but it 
wasn’t as comforting and familiar as I 
was expecting.
     Helen Mirren did well with playing 
Dean Hardscrabble, whose ultimatums 
added interest to the story – even if 

she was a bit too harsh. Again, the 
animation for this character was brilliant, 
and would presumably have fed into 
watching children’s fear of scorpions and 
dragons (the creature of nightmares was 
a combination of these and more equally 
fearsome animals).
     Overall, it was an impressive movie 
that surpassed expectations in some ways 
and utterly subverted them in others. 
Four stars
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National Aquatic Centre
Last Saturday and Sunday morning the 
students at CTYI went to a variety of 
different activities outside of the campus, 
including the National Aquatic Centre.
 Everyone who had signed up to 
go there got in a bus at quarter to eleven 
and they started their journey.
 It was a merry journey and a 

few people were singing during the bus 
ride. The students arrived at 12:00 and 
they stayed until  3:45
 The CTYIzens got to enjoy 
spending time in the water and using the 
water slides.
 “It was really fun” said James 
Watson when asked about his time there. 

“It was too short though”
 Everyone made their was back 
to the DCU campus, slightly damp and 
smelling of chlorine at about four o’clock 
and it was a very enjoyable day overall.
Cian O’Neill



Class Reviews

Biotechnology

On a visit to the biotechnology class I was

met by two groups of eager students

preparing for a debate. The debate was on

whether or not animal testing should be

allowed for medical reasons. As both

groups concluded their discussions the

debate was ready to begin. An elected

speaker from each of the two groups was

to give their opening statements. Both

teams gave equally strong points such as

“without animal testing it would take a lot

longer to release medicines and anti-biotics

people seriously need” and “The animals

don’t volunteer to be tested on therefore

it’s not fair that it’s their death for our sur-

vival”

Discussions between the students then

took place .At times becoming more and

more intense as they battled it out with

each point equally as good as the last. The

class really seemed to be enjoying them-

selves and almost everybody participated

by offering their views. The animated look

of the students as they explained their

points really was proof of how much

involvement they put into their work. It

looked like a great class to be a part of and

an enthralling course to do.

This course seems to appeal to almost

everybody especially those with fondness

for science and/or biology .It certainly

seems a stimulating course to attend and

definitely a course to consider for those

returning next year.

Beth Manley

Ever wondered what it would have been like to do a different course this year? Not
sure which course you’d like to try next year? We visited different classrooms
around CTYI to see what they were learning...
How to make an app
App’s are a major part of everyday life for

many people and offer a wide spectrum of

uses, from simply offering us some enter-

tainment like Angry Bird’s to being a hub

for all of our social media and personal

information. With this sudden massive

break in the market people will be looking

for an app for something that they will

want to be doing, so for many people the

idea that they can create their own and,

possibly create the next Angry Bird’s or

Vibre and make themselves a fortune is

tantalising to those who are willing to

invest the time needed.

From simply sitting in the class alone I

learned more in those few minutes then I

could have taught myself in hours of

experimentation or maybe a several hours

on internet forums. I quickly took note of

how the Instructor was keen on paying

attention to his students work and interest-

ed in the work they were allowed to work

on themselves, each creating their own

apps with their own purpose in mind for

what it was meant to do. The amount of

coding involved in the class seemed rather

extensive but from the classes concentra-

tion and the deafening silence which con-

sumed the room.The only sound at times

being the constant sound of the keyboard

tapping that no one in the class seemed to

notice the fact that the tip tap of the key-

board was somewhat rhythmic in its beat.

As I walked about the class I took note

of each of the little difference that the

app’s had slight but noticeable differences

about them, but as the class had just started

to learn about the software they were using

at the time not to long before I had walked

in they all had the same basic template but

each a different factor identifying them. I

also noticed the amount of coding that had

gone into each of the apps, with one of the

students writing a basic text editing app

with various options and themes to it tak-

ing about 280 lines of coding, which he

had written in a day and more coding on

other projects he was working on. Another

thing is that the whole class, each having

their own projects whilst also having sev-

eral class projects which they were given

to work on. There is rumour going around

at the time of writing of a CTYI app but it

is yet to be confirmed. 

Padraig Murphy
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Popular Fiction

When we walked into the popular fiction

class we could tell that all the students

were really interested in the subject.  They

were all listening intently to the teacher as

she spoke about why characters from well-

known films do things. Only one student

almost fell asleep. But we think that was

because it was really hot in the room. The

members of the class discussed what the

symbolism behind water in the film ‘spirit-

ed away’ was and how food played a major

role in the film. The class really got

involved with the course and it looks like a

very interesting subject to do for anyone

attending CTYI next year.

Cian O’Neill & Oz Russell

Multimedia
When we walked into the small classroom

at around 1:30pm, we were enlightened on

the ideas for a radio programme run by the

class. Multimedia with photography

includes studying the various forms of

media and also focuses on photography.

The students were talking about a project

where they would talk on a radio pro-

gramme and were discussing what topics

to talk about.

With seventeen students, a relatively

small class, students were able to voice

their ideas quite easily. In the fifteen min-

utes we were there, every person got a

chance to speak at one point or another.

The topics they discussed for their

radio show which included pirate

Wednesdays, canteen food and mental

health. The instructor Cian Mac Mahon

kept the made sure that the topics would

be relevant and interesting for the radio

programme “How do we make a story one

that someone just can’t turn off?” He was

evidently passionate about the subject and

his upbeat tone kept the students motivat-

ed.

Although some people were talking

over each other, it was never off the topic

at hand. It always came back to what

would make the most out of the time that

they have on air.

All in all, it seemed like a really inter-

esting class with everyone involved in the

debates taking place. Definitely a class for

anyone interested in the media industry as

it seemed to give practical advice in rela-

tion to working on the radio.

Nollaig O’Cuill & Kate O’Flynn



Behavioural Psychology
The second I entered the Behavioural

Psychology classroom I realised that this was

all about analysis of what people do and why

they do it. The class was learning about how

people change their behaviour due to different

influences.

Although I am not an expert psychology, I

was fascinated to learn about how and why

people change their behaviour under certain

influences, such as witnessing someone else

doing it.  I immediately saw the respect that

the class had for each other. Whenever some-

one was talking, everybody listened to what

they had to say. The teacher, Aisling O’Dwyer

O’Brien, explained everything very clearly,

and the students rarely had to ask her about

what she had said. The TA, Maurice Collins,

also made sure that nobody was messing.

The class was very quiet and observant as

they watched a video about how children

copy their parents. The video showed how

children copy the behaviour of an adult when

they see them doing something.  An experi-

ment was performed in which children saw a

video of an adult hitting a large doll because

they were angry. The children were then given

toys, only for them to be taken away, causing

frustration. The children began to hit the doll

in an identical manner to the adults because

they were angry. After the discussing the

video, the class headed off to the computer

room for some research, chatting about the

events of the day so far. 

Discussion seemed to be a very large part

of Behavioural Psychology, so it was great to

see how everyone listened when somebody

was voicing their opinion. After leaving the

class, I wondered if something the parents of

the class had done influenced them when they

were younger in a way that resulted in them

wanting to do Behavioural Psychology as a

course. 

Either way, they all had huge smiles on

their faces as they passed me and that is the

best demonstration of Behavioural

Psychology that I saw. I found it thought-pro-

voking and enjoyable at the same time. 

Feargus Campbell

Philosophy

The philosophy class has a long history

of welcoming a journalism student kind-

ly to review their discussions. This year

was no exception, with instructor

Fiachra Ó Brolocháin allowing me to sit

in on their discussion about utilitarian-

ism.

The course is very much question

based. I would say question and answer

based but Fiachra possesses the rare

ability to answer each question with

another question. Students also manage

to ask their own share of philosophical

questions, with no real answers being

given. I got the feeling that an interview

with anyone in philosophy would be a

strange experience.

Although the class was silent I knew

that most people were in a contemplative

state, thinking carefully about what they

should say next. The class questioned

laws that protected human rights, saying

that the laws themselves restricted the

human rights of the person who wanted

to break these them. A confusing discus-

sion indeed. There are no right answers,

there are no wrong answers. There aren't

many answers at all.

Overall the class seems to be very

interesting. Students seem highly fasci-

nated and keen on learning as much as

they can about the subject.

James Fallon

Economics and Politics
The Economics and Politics class has a

reputation for having some of the best

debates at CTYI and when I visited them

they didn’t disappoint. 

As I walked into the class I was wel-

comed by the TA, Eamon who helpfully

informed what was actually going on.

The class were in the middle of a mock

EU debate. As I glanced around the

room. At this stage I had not yet seen the

instructor. I finally located him at the

back of the class, an active participant of

the debate. After the instructor, Dermot

graciously repeated the motion of the

debate it began in earnest.

The motion was whether a European

sports body should be set up. Students

who had been assigned countries earlier

on the course stated their views in rela-

tion to the country they were represent-

ing.

The class displayed some of the most

civilised debating I have seen at CTYI.

They were unfailingly polite to one

another. There was of course some good

natured ribbing of countries like

Slovakia.

The class seemed to really enjoy

themselves and I particularly enjoyed the

Lord of the Rings reference made by

Dermot. He compared the joining of EU

sports bodies to the elves finally step-

ping up and joining in the fight against

Sauron.

Along with varying degrees of what I

hope to be faux racism the class weren’t

afraid to stand up and make some fairly

outlandish points. 

Katie Goff
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Maths Experience

With no real idea of the standard of the class,

we walked into the room in the middle of an

interesting lecture from the instructor on com-

plex numbers and Argand diagrams. We lis-

tened intently as the rest of the class voiced

their ideas and answers to the questions being

asked. 

Moving swiftly from the algebra to the

graphical representations, she held their atten-

tion in teaching them leaving cert level maths

and beyond, making sure everyone under-

stood what they were doing. It seemed like a

class where people laugh in the face of strange

mathematical concepts, or at least tackle them

far more happily than we’ve ever seen in our

lives. From what we could gather, it was

Leaving Cert maths.

Something on which Aoife Jones, the

teacher, really deserved to be commended is

that almost all of the information was clear

enough to be both understandable and – at

times – fun, even for people who were only in

the Junior Cert cycle. There was also an

atmosphere of experimentation with a ‘What

if we did x?’ attitude that got a pretty enthusi-

astic response; one that’s wildly different –

and much more cheerful – than any maths

class you’d find in school. People were

unafraid to make mistakes; in fact, they were

encouraged to make them, so class participa-

tion was great.

The entire class seemed to be able to keep

up with the teacher, but she still kept them on

their toes with the calculations she

presented. Just 15 minutes in the class taught

us about imaginary rotations and their rela-

tions to coordinate geometry and vectors. As

Journalism students who had just popped in

after a week and a half of a head start for

them, we only got a bit lost towards the end.

Even then, the teacher explained things well

enough that it was easy to catch up. It wasn’t

what we thought it would be, but it was sur-

prisingly enjoyable.

Ogden Deacon & Elle Loughran



Activity Reviews
Every day CTYIzens take part in a wide range of activities after class. Here The Daily Dodge 
reviews some of this year’s batch.

Harry Potter Appreciation
You know an activity is good when about 
a third of the participants shed a tear (or 
at least a manly sniff) during it. Harry 
Potter Appreciation, run by Michael the 
RA, was the best Appreciation activity 
ever done, if you’ll excuse my bias. 
     It was heartening to see how many 
Potterheads we have in our motley band 
of CTYIzens, and most people found 
others who actually knew more about 
Harry Potter than they did. We were led 

by Michael to CG12, whereupon we 
divided into the many, many seats. 
     To start, we had a lively discussion 
(filled with an inordinate amount of 
interruptions and emotional declarations) 
about our favourite characters (someone 
actually said Umbridge, which you could 
chalk down to the *diversity* of CTYI, 
or which you could call insanity), books 
in the series, movies in the series and 
scenes. This was inevitably followed 

by the rewatching of certain scenes. We 
began fairly innocuously, with a feel-
good one in the Great Hall involving a 
sassy Harry and a feisty McGonagall. 
     And then, of course, we had to 
watch the scene where Snape finds Lily 
dead and everyone’s feels get broken, 
corresponding to the chapter entitled The 
Prince’s Tale. Tears ensued, and it was 
beautiful.
Elle Loughran

Karaoke
Ah, karaoke a bizarre mix of the 
supremely talented and the tone deaf. 
     While the likes of Ogden and Jane 
Dalton wowed with renditions of 
‘Honeybee’ by the Steam Powered 
Giraffes. There were others, including 
myself who decided to butcher songs like 
Breaking Free of High School Musical 

fame.  
     Overall the event was a roaring 
success.  Much laughing was done 
though in my case it was at me rather 
than with me. There were many different 
artists whose songs were ‘revamped’ that 
day. From Carly-Rae Jepsen to Imagine 
Dragons. 

     The activity began and ended with 
a group song. We ended on ‘One Day 
More’ from ‘Les Misérables. Claude-
Michel Schönberg would have wept, 
though probably not with happiness.
Katie Goff

The Olympics
Countries wait in groups outside the 
Larkin lecture Theatre for the 2013 CTYI 
session two Olympics to commence. I 
join Italy as we make are way to the first 
activity on the list, Inverse swimming. As 
strange as it sounds inverse swimming 
involves carrying full cups of water back 
and forth before handing them to the 
next teammate in line. The object of the 
game is to see which team ends up with 
the least amount of water spilled. This 
however is not as easy as it sounds. I’d 
like to say I didn’t spill a drop but then 
I’d be lying.
     Next was the obstacle course where 
students leap over benches, run around 
cones, jump through hoops and whatever 
else was needed to reach the finish. As 
each activity lasts only four minutes I 
never got to try the obstacle course but 
I was never the sporty type anyway. It 
looked like good fun and all who tried it 
enjoyed it. The javelin target throw was 
next. By javelin I mean ball and by target 
I mean bucket you can almost guess how 
the game worked. Despite its simplicity 
the game went down a treat with the 
students.

     We made our way to the Henry 
Grattan where we were greeted with 
synchronised senosketch which sounds 
very complicated but is really like 
playing Pictionary blindfolded where 
your teammates have to guess what you 
are drawing. Down the hall was mind 
sprinting a fast paced quiz game where 
riddle type questions were asked and the 
first team to get the correct answer won 
the points. A little further down the hall 
was neck ball. Team members formed a 
circle and passed an orange around the 
circle using only their necks. This proved 
to be very difficult but funny to watch.
     We then attacked the face-paints. The 
only available colours were red blue and 
yellow which caused a problem when 
trying to paint the Italian colours green 
white and red. It turns out no matter 
how hard you try you can’t make white 
from red yellow and blue. We settled 
on painting yellow and red streaks on 
our faces instead before travelling back 
outside.  The next game consisted of 
catching a ball of string and looping it 
around your finger before passing it on 
to other members in the circle.. When 

the ball of string ended students then had 
to untangle the string without removing 
it from their finger. I guarantee that 
although this sounds difficult it isn’t as 
hard as it sounds. The last activity was 
the three-legged race .This was good 
fun and hilarious to watch as pairs of 
students hobbled, stumbled and crawled 
to the finish.
     The Olympics closing ceremony 
took place in the stone circle outside the 
canteen but not before Olympic torch red 
haired R.A Ruth gets carried in. After 
an excited evening students relax as 
they await the winners to be announced 
“In third place Spain”, “in second place 
Brazil” both teams leapt up screaming 
and roaring joining in the applause. 
“And in first place ……Sweden”. All 
three teams emerged from the crowds to 
receive their prizes and get photos taken. 
To the delight of the winning teams all 
three prizes were chocolate bars. None of 
the losers were terribly disappointment 
and the Olympics had been a great 
success with all students sporty or not.
Beth Manley
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Meditation
As I signed up for meditation I didn’t 
know what to expect. When I saw ‘NO 
TALKING’ on the sign I contemplated 
doing knutsack instead. However, I 
signed up and walked with the rest of the 
group into the room.
     I have to admit feeling slightly 
surprised when I discovered that 
meditation had reached its full capacity. 
I was rather apprehensive too, when 
people began to move tables and chairs 
to the edge of the room when we arrived. 
     Everybody slowly began to sit or lie 

down. We were told once more to not 
talk throughout the activity, and then 
some relaxing music was turned on 
(though you could listen to your own). 
Thus began the quietest hour and three 
quarters of my life.
     The room was filled with an almost 
eerie silence except from the music 
and the noise of the door squeaking as 
someone left to go to the toilet. Within 
ten minutes I felt relaxed. I was amazed 
by the sense of serenity in the room. It 
didn’t surprise me when a few people (I 

counted four) actually fell asleep. Not 
a single person moved for about thirty 
minutes straight. 
     After the hour and three quarters 
were completed I was astoundingly 
tired, along with many others as we left 
the room. I was happily surprised by 
meditation. I thought that at the end I 
would sprint out of the room, unable to 
take it anymore. Instead, I was barely 
even capable of walking.
Feargus Campbell

Origami
We walked over to a patch of grass a 
small distance from the quad, and sat 
down in groups. RAs handed out several 
sheets of paper to each group, and then… 
We were left to our own devices. 
     Left isolated in a sea of lose pages, 

I decided to show my comrades how to 
make a little model I had learned years 
ago. We chatted amongst ourselves while 
we folded the paper on the backs of large 
copies and books.
     With only a few minutes left, success! 

Our tiny little X-Wing Fighters were 
complete, and boy did we act like 
children with them. Overall, a lot of fun, 
and a great way to spend an afternoon.
Ogden Deacon

Party Games
It was the 15th of July, the first day of 
CTYI, and ‘Party Games’ was a popular 
choice for many intrigued students. 
     This activity was held in the green 
area just a little walk from Res. The RA’s 
offered a disorganised range of exciting 

games that the talented youths could play 
for two hours.
     Many of us were brought back to our 
childhood as we engaged in games such 
as the famed Ninja, Wizard – Giant – Elf, 
Wink Murder and of course Katie Goff 

and Niamh Lynch’s infamous magical 
pony dancing game where no one wins.
     A great afternoon of fun was had and 
we would heartily encourage the RA’s to 
run it again.
Niamh Lynch

Pixar Appreciation
For the first time in CTYI history we 
were given the opportunity of doing 
Pixar Appreciation on the Monday of the 
second week. We watched classic Pixar 
Short Films such as “The Adventures of 
André and Wally B” and “Geri’s Game”. 
We also watched a short documentary 
about how Pixar began making Shorts 

and read about the “Pixar Theory”. 
Everyone took turns to talk about 
their favourite childhood Pixar movie 
and animated short and discussed the 
overlapping elements in the films.
     It may have been a bit daunting for 
those who were not avid fans but it did 
give a good general overview of its 

work over the years. Hearing more about 
the films was very interesting and the 
activity was very good for those who 
are fans of animation, and even those 
who are not. Overall it was thoroughly 
enjoyable and brought back many great 
childhood memories.
Nollaig O’Cuill

90s Appreciation
On Thursday the 18th July, the RA’s 
organised ‘90’s Appreciation’ as an 
afternoon activity.  As we trooped 
to XG19 and heard the sounds of 
Aerosmith, our hearts filled with 
nostalgia. 

     As the afternoon progressed, we were 
enthralled with our favourite television 
shows from the 1990’s, including The 
Amanda Show and The Fresh Prince of 
Bel Air.
     90’s fever then took over the excited 

group of students as we ‘rocked out’ to 
the best music of the decade including 
The Spice Girls, Britney and the 
Backstreet Boys. A great time was had 
by all.
Niamh Lynch

Arts and Crafts
On the 16th of July 2013, Arts and Crafts 
was organised as an activity. As an avid 
artist myself I was looking forward to 
this.
     When we got to the room where the 

activity was being held, I was pleasantly 
surprised. Unlike the previous times 
Arts and Crafts have being organised 
we weren’t given a specific thing to do. 
We were allowed to do anything we 

wanted to, we could draw, paint, make 
decorations for the disco, some people 
just played with Play Dough.
Dermot Rankin

Debating
Debating is an activity well known and 
enjoyed by CTYIzens every year. It 
is usually where people can debate on 
different topics in a more controlled 
environment, where there is less conflict.
     We discussed topics ranging from 

zombies to rainbows as well as more 
serious debates such as censoring the 
internet and whether the internet does 
more bad than good.
     While the points made were very 
good they were not heard very well over 

others getting distracted. It was also 
difficult for the quieter people to br heard 
over the others.All in all, it was a sharp 
fun fast-paced activity.
Nollaig O’Cuill and Kate O’Flynn
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Quotes of the year 2013

The CTYI Awards 2013!
Nicest Guy: Terry Bolt 

Best wabbabe American hipster: Rebecca Gahan

Most Desperate for an Award: Aislinn Kelly Lythe 

Most Deperate for Most Desperate for an Award

Award: Leah Conway

Best Ginger: Ruth Concannon

Best Teacher: Andrew Payne

Best TA: Grainne Kimmins

Best RA: Michael O’Sullivan

Most Tolerable: James Fallon

Best Person: Dom Kelly 

Best Wig: Kevin Wilson

Most Dodge: Conor Kinahan

Most Open-Minded: Padraig Murphy and Niamh Lynch

Best Javert: Joe Molloy 

Best Short Hair: Dermot Rankin

Best Long Hair: Ogden Deacon

Fluffiest Ginger Cloud: Helen Lacey

Best CAT: Emma Cummins and Andrea O’Hanlon

Best Stalker: Katie Goff

Paddy: Let me floss

Ogden: Stupid time travellers

Feargus: Shh...Shh...Shh….Don‘t lick

me.

Cian: How do you lose the Internet?!

James: They’re only discriminated

against because they’re not as good.

Andrew: It’s a bit weird because it’s

American.

Dermot and Ellie: I prangle, you pran-

gle, he, she, we prangle.

Gráinne: If anyone jumps into a bush,

there will be issues.

Katie: Niamh, what do you call people

from Donegal?   Niamh: Cavemen.

Gráinne: I definitely saw an extremely

tall, ginger boy at lunch.

Cian: I thought it was a rhino but it was

a sheep.

Gráinne: Anybody living with

James….please….lock the door.

James: ….and if they died….

Conor: …..I wish I could drive a piano.

Conor: That’s fairly dodge.

Gráinne: Let’s not kill off James just

because.

Niamh: I broke res!

Niamh: My name is Niamh, my colour

is grey, my chocolate is Tesco own

brand, my song is hate you and my book

is how to be sad.

Elle: Cian, did you just say national

aquatic penguins?

Ogden:

3.1415926535897932384626433832795

028841971693993751058209749445923

078164062862089986280348253421170

679!

Ogden: It's funny, because it's a cat

that's set up a fascist regime.

Hot
- The weather

- The Economics & Politics TA

- President Keenan

- Apple Snapple

Not
- Niamh and Katie’s shower

- Fire Alarm

- Canteen food

- Lemon Snapple
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James: is Jesusology a thing?

Paddy: Squag is squirrel swag.

James: It's like Oz. There's no point in

it.

Niamh: You look like a really cute

dementor.

MC Ni-Z and Jimmy Dawg’s Advice Column

Dear MC Ni – Z and Jimmy Dawg

How do I get the blood stains out of my t-shirt?

From Sarah

Hey babeeeee

Well, shawty, ma momma told me a lil bit o’

Vanish should do da hustle, yo. You should

wash that thang at 30 degrees Celsius. This ain’t

our thang, baby gurl, we wayyy more knowl-

edgeable about buryin’ the body, home dawg,

Much luvvvv

MC Ni - Z and Jimmy Dawg 

Dear MC Ni- Z and Jimmy Dawg,

My parents prefer my cat to me. It’s really hor-

rible because that cat is really mean as well.

Help!

From Micahel

Wassup Mikey,

When we and Jimmy Dawg were growin’ up,

we lived in da hard streets of da ghetto. It was

tough, but we betta now, we rappers now and

we cool. We ain’t about dat lyf now. You need

to get yo’ thangs together and grow up. Forget

about da cat, bro.

MC Ni-Z and Jimmy Dawg

Dear MC Ni- Z and Jimmy Dawg,

This is literally the worst advice column ever. 

Love James

Yo James 

That cut us deep, brah. Ain’t no need to be a

haterrrr. Haterz are our motivatorzzz. We just

helpin’ da world.

Luvvv MC Ni – Z and Jimmy Dawg

The two most reliable rappers in the business give the best advice ever.



Memoirs of a Nevermore 2013

This is the part I've been dreading. The

beginning of the end, so to speak. It’s

hard for me to put into words exactly

what CTYI means to me. It’s impossible

to explain something that has worked its

way into every aspect of my life.  But I

suppose I’ll just have to try.

CTYI for me is the people I've met. I

met my best friends here. People who

have made me laugh more than anyone

else. People who understand me far

more than the people I've been in school

with for nearly fifteen years.

Most of you reading this will have

little idea as to who I am but I'm going

to tell you all about my time here any-

way. After two years at CTYI I did not

return in 2012. I regretted it almost

immediately but it taught me a very

valuable lesson. I learned that ultimately

depending on the three weeks was point-

less because after a few years they’re

gone. I had to work hard to keep up the

friendships that had begun at CTYI but I

managed it. My friends were still my

friends and they more than anything rep-

resent the spirit of CTYI for me.

It’s not the classes that leap to mind

during the vast amount of time I have

spent reminiscing in preparation for this

article. It’s my roommate in 2010 getting

into nightly arguments with our RA

about the inappropriate length of her

pyjama shorts. It’s my instructor in 2011

calling me Cathy (not my name) for the

whole three weeks.  It’s me and my

roommate this year drinking forty cans

of coke between us in the space of a

week.

I’m going to be unbearably sentimen-

tal and say a variation I heard once of a

very well-known quote on the wiki.

“Don’t cry because it’s over, smile

because it never really ends”.

I think that if we all remember that,

then we’ll be fine. I've always believed

that CTYI isn't just three weeks spent at

DCU. It’s way that we treat each other.

It’s the acceptance that we extend to

each other no matter what.

I always looked upon nevermores as

some exclusive club who got to tell peo-

ple to get out of the inner circle. To be

honest I never saw the big deal until I

was one. Few things in my life had made

me more emotional than the first time I

stood in the nevermore circle as the tune

of American Pie rang out.  It’s not a club

that I want to be a part of. But I believe

that as one door closes as another opens.

I may be leaving the quad behind but a

whole new generation are just discover-

ing the magic that comes alive there.

Meg Beare once said to me that

CTYI is what you make of it. As my

time here comes to a close I'm happy to

say to myself “well done”. I gave all of

myself to this place but it gave me so

much more in return.  So I guess all

that’s left to be said is thank you, I've

loved ever second.

Katie Goff
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It was during the first disco of the ses-

sion, and American Pie started playing.

Now personally, I had never gotten very

emotional at the sound of this song, but

oh boy. 

Maybe it’s standing, linking arms

with all of your comrades with whom

you know you’ll never attend CTYI

again. Or maybe it’s looking back on the

times you swayed side to side, thinking

“that’ll never be me”, looking in at the

tear-streaked Nevermore circle. Maybe

it’s just the realisation that it’s the begin-

ning of the end. 

Whatever the reason, whatever the

intangible spark was, it didn’t really

matter; the inevitable fate of a CTYIzen

of 17 was never something I wanted to

deal with, but then, neither did anyone

else. I suppose it’s worth it to realise that

you’re not along in leaving, and it’s now

more than ever that you can truly rely on

your friends being there for you. 

I think the thing I’m going to miss

most after CTYI is over is the playful

chatting during class, and the hilarious

quotes that ensue. Or maybe it’s sitting

in a circle in the quad, singing along to

the two people who are able to play gui-

tar, or lying back on the grass, with your

companions’ heads resting on your stom-

ach in the middle of a massive floorgy.

Or is it holding your hand as high as

possible, to reach in with those giants in

the centre of the disco during Bohemian

Rhapsody? Or maybe it’s the simple sat-

isfaction that you get when you sit down

with a plate of (somewhat questionable)

food at a table with your friends, and

everybody knows you, and everybody

likes you. That is quite probably the

most important aspect of CTYI, if there

ever was one: everyone is -awesome-.

Not just the people you know, but

everyone. Every single character and

personality and legend and every-man.

Every single person is actually the best

person. You can go up to every single

person on campus and say “Hey, you

mind if I hang around with you?”, and

it’s a distinct possibility they’ll hug you

on the spot. A world of awesomeness

and brilliance and fantasticality is not

only hugely present in the most superla-

tive sense, but it is epitomised more so

than any place I have ever known.

Traditions and ideologies present

only emphasise this amazing atmosphere

of acceptance and tolerance and all

things wonderful. Never before have I

encountered such a place of such

beauty. Maybe that’s why we all cry at

American Pie.

I hope that nothing changes about

this wonderful place when I leave. I

hope people dress as pirates and wear

formal wear and be the best people they

can because they’re around the best peo-

ple I’ve ever known. I hope that years

from now, I’ll be able to talk to the new-

bies of today about how brilliant CTYI

is and how much fun they’re having, and

how wonderful and awesome their

friends are. And, if it existed, how much

entertainment TOGS would be.

Maybe it’s silly getting sentimental at

leaving. After all, I won’t ever lose con-

tact with anyone, through the magic of

the internet and other such strange ethe-

real entities. I feel that CTYI will never

be over, not really. Not ever. 

This is Ogden, signing off with the

words of a dear friend of mine:

“So stay happy. Stay mad. Shout

‘ENTHUSIASM!’. Be the best a human

can be. Rock on”.

Ogden Deacon



Tales of a CAT
Nollaig O’Cuill

This may sound odd to most people reading

this, but I know a few people who may

agree with me. I regret doing CTYI this

year. I regret sending in that application

form and, even more so, I regret doing the

test in the first place. But before I am stoned

to death by my peers, please allow me to

explain.

This was my very first year in CTYI,

however it was not my first year doing a

summer programme in DCU. This is, in

fact, my fourth year coming here. But why

would I come back four years in a row if I

hated it? Well that’s because I don’t. 

As an antisocial, shy and awkward thir-

teen year-old I took an exam, one my older

sister had taken years before me, in the

hopes of getting into CTYI. In all honestly, I

was secretly hoping that I would not get in.

The idea of going to a camp full of older,

seemingly more intelligent people was, to

say the least, a little daunting. But I wanted

to live up to the expectations set by my older

sister, so when my test results came back I

was slightly disappointed. I discovered I was

not, in fact, the top 5% like my sister. I was

in the top 10%. A new programme called the

Centre of Academic Talent was inviting me

on a two week course in Dublin during the

summer - a terrifying prospect to a shy first

year. I did not feel like I was “smart”

enough to go to a place for the “academical-

ly talented”.

Despite this July 2010 rolled in and there

I was, in a car driving from Cork to Dublin,

a trembling ball of nerves. Little did I know

that I was about to begin an adventure that

would continue throughout my teenage

years, would shape and change me as a per-

son. I was intimidated by my older, seem-

ingly more intelligent peers. But as time pro-

gressed I realised I was just a different kind

of intelligent. I did not need to enjoy maths

or know every single piece of Dr. Who trivia

to prove this. I was different. But that was

okay. So was everyone else.

And from there I made friends.

Roommates, classmates, random people

from the canteen or activities. Someone who

had a cool t-shirt or could draw really well.

Over my three years at CAT I met so many

people and made so many friends. They

have made such an impact on me that I can

honestly say I would not be who I am today

if it were not for them. We formed bonds,

we shared jokes, we made memories. The

only downside of CAT was the amount of

time we had at DCU. So I retook the test in

order to get an extra week, as some close

friends of mine had done before me.

The problem is that now I regret that

decision. Yes, I get more time and yes, I

made more friends. Despite that I did not

want my final year at DCU to be spent run-

ning from new friends to old ones, then sob-

bing for the week after they leave.

I may sound melodramatic but anyone

who has been in the same position will feel

the exact same way. Imagine all of your

CTYI friends, ones you have known for

years, not being allowed stay for the last

week of CTYI, being made go early and not

even being able to be there to dance together

at the last disco. It is heart-breaking.

The first disco maybe have been

described by many as “amazing” or “epic”.

But for CATs-turned-CTYIzens it was joy-

less. It was our last disco with all of our

CAT friends, many of us are Nevermores,

one that ended in tissues and running mas-

cara. Oddly enough it was not “American

Pie” or “Iris” that reduced us to tears. It was

“Mr. Brightside”, a song that my friends

from my very first year and I share so many

memories of. Listening to the lyrics for what

felt like the first time in the darkened can-

teen I realised how relevant they are to

CTYI/CAT. For most people here, their

DCU experiences have helped them “come

out of [their] cage[s]”, a safe haven of sorts.

Now, as a Nevermore, “destiny is calling

me” to move on and continue without DCU.

As we screamed our throats raw I thought

about the unfairness of it all.

I cannot put into words how truly heart-

breaking it is to say goodbye to some of my

best friends after just two weeks, knowing

that in some cases I will never see them

again. Anyone who has experienced it will

know how awful it is. That is why I regret

CTYI this year. I wanted to spend my last

year surrounded by all of my friends, to kick

off our shoes together at the last disco while

crying and trying to sing “American Pie”.

With people who have changed my life for-

ever.

CTYI, I have so much to thank you for,

but so much to resent you for also. Why

should I have to say goodbye to these people

separately? Why does that 5% make such a

difference?

But the good does outweigh the bad. And

to all of you guys out there, you know who

you are, thank you so much for everything

you have done for me over the years, I love

you all. Two weeks, three weeks, forever.

For the past four years I’ve watched, with

little envy, many nevermores pass through

CTYI. Now, it’s my turn and it’s heart

breaking. I could never possibly express in

words how much I treasure CTYI but I’ll try

in the next few paragraphs.

In my newbie year, I rolled my eyes

when I heard people describe CTYI as

home. I thought ‘oh my god, I’ll never turn

into that much of a sap’. But I have. CTYI is

my home and you guys are my family.

Whether you’re my best friends or someone

who vaguely smiled at me once, I’d like to

thank you all so much for everything. 

CTYI has been the highlight of my life.

I’ve never been happier than when I am

here. It’s no exaggeration when I say it’s

completely changed my life. It’s given me

so much happiness and hope. I’ve complete-

ly changed from when I trekked nervously

to the DCU campus a month after my 13th

birthday. And I have no one to thank for that

change other than the people I’ve met here.

Of course, I must thank the staff at

CTYI. Colm, Eleanor and the various bril-

liant instructors, TAs, ARCs and RAs I’ve

had over the years. You all work so tirelessly

and with such enthusiasm for the course. It’s

so amazing to see how much you care about

us all so I think on behalf of everyone,

thanks a million.

At the point of writing this, there are tears on

the page so consider that a measure of how

much you all mean to me. I love you all

with all my heart, and no matter how sarcas-

tic or grumpy I come across, never forget

that. You are all so kind, caring, funny and

fascinating. You are truly the most amazing

people I’ve ever had the privilege of meet-

ing.

At this point, I’m going to steal a quote

*claimed* by Katie Goff, ‘don’t cry because

it’s over, smile because it never really ends.

And it doesn’t. As Colm says at every clos-

ing ceremony, ‘the friends you make here

are your friends for life’. I know that though

CTYI is over, the friends, the memories and

that amazing CTYI spirit will live on. But

that really doesn’t make the end any easier

at the moment.

To all the newbies, I am so jealous of all

the years you have left. I hope you first year

was amazing. Now that you have captured

the essence of CTYI, never forget it.

Continue the traditions and never let it be the

day the music dies. 

Like I said, there are no words to

describe my years here but I’ve done my

best. Thank you all so much, I’ve had the

time of my life. So long and thanks for all

the fish!

Niamh Lynch
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Street Style

Name: Caroline Crowther

Age: 16

Favourite Shop: Penneys

Something you wouldn’t go out in public wearing:

Full Tracksuit

Style Icon: Helena Bonham Carter 

0

Name: Chloe Campbell

Age: 16

Favourite Shop: Fresh, Temple Bar

Something you wouldn’t go out in public wearing:

Socks and sandles

Style Icon: Emily Emilie Autumn

Name: Daniel Dennis

Age: 16

Favourite Shop: Topman

Something you wouldn’t go out in public wearing:

Tracksuit

Style Icon: Nobody

Name: Dermot Rankin

Age: 14

Favourite Shop: River Island

Something you wouldn’t go out in public wearing:

Crocs

Style Icon: Chris Colfer



Street Style
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Name: Katie Goff

Age: 17

Favourite Shop: River Island

Something you wouldn’t go out in public wearing:

Chinos

Style Icon: Alexa Chung

Name: Nicole O’Sullivan

Age: 15

Favourite Shop: Bershka

Style Icon: Don’t have one

Name: Ogden Deacon

Age: 17

Favourite Shop: Asha

Something you wouldn’t go out in public wearing:

Uggs

Style Icon: David Tennant



Horoscopes

Aries (March 21 – April 19):The unex-

pected is unlikely at best, so there’s no

point expecting it. However, if you find

yourself atop a giant ball of giraffes, it’s

ok to throw common sense to the wind.

Wheee!

Taurus (April 20 – May 20):Taking

risks is acceptable, as long as you’ve

washed your hands of blood in the mul-

titudinous seas incarnadine, making the

green on red. Out, damned spot! Out I

say!

Gemini (May 21 – June 20):People

may be maddening, but it’s not worth

putting a spoon in your eye over it. Just

because their poem has a line of 13

amongst a hundred others of 12, it’s eas-

ier to let it slide.

Cancer (June 21 – July 22):Ok, I

understand that you might like your pets,

you might like animals in general. Hey,

you might just like all life. But -please-,

stay away from giant crabs.

Leo (July 23 – August 22):Snapple is a

commodity for which you can allow, but

don’t allow it to drive you to distraction

while you type up horoscopes for th

Virgo (August 23 – September

22):STAY AWAY FROM PISCES. Nah,

just kidding. The look on your face,

though! Priceless. Anyway, be wary of

fish. Those things are crazy dangerous

.

Libra (September 23 – October 22):It’s

good to go to the beach at dusk some-

times. The sheer size of the ocean is

humbling in its calmness…

Alternatively, you could get a really big

pump. That’d be AWESOME.

Scorpio (October 23 – November

21):There’s a difference between being

pressured into something by your peers,

and agreeing with your peers on a topic.

At the same time, you could just be

wrong; Dr Pepper is -terrible-.

Sagittarius (November 22 – December

21):Don’t doubt yourself, especially on

issues that are dear to you. Just because

other people despise My Little Pony:

Friendship Is Magic doesn’t mean you

should. LIVE ON, BRONIES!

Capricorn (December 22 – January

19):A friend once told me “AAAHH-

HH”. Sometimes, your friends ought not

to be listened to; but first, make sure

you’re not standing on their foot.

Especially in high heels. ESPECIALLY

while wearing forks.

Aquarius (January 20 – February

18):If you’re ever in a race against

someone way faster than you, be really,

really slow. If the tortoise and the hare

taught us anything, it’s that fast runners

fall asleep when unchallenged. Then

grab their Snapple. Score!

Pisces (February 19 – March 20):If

you’re insecure about your appearance,

remember that you’re beautiful on the

inside. But don’t ever get the impression

of trying to invert your body inside out.

That’s a REALLY BAD IDEA.

Ogden Deacon
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